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Celebrated as a visionary chronicler of spirituality, Teresa of Avila (1515-1582)
suffered persecution by the Counter-Reformation clergy in Spain, who
denounced her for her "diabolical illusions" and "dangerous propaganda."
Confronting the historical irony of Teresa's transformation from a figure of
questionable orthodoxy to a national saint, Alison Weber shows how this teacher
and reformer used exceptional rhetorical skills to defend her ideas at a time when
women were denied participation in theological discourse. In a close examination
of Teresa's major writings, Weber correlates the stylistic techniques of humility,
irony, obfuscation, and humor with social variables such as the marginalized
status of pietistic groups and demonstrates how Teresa strategically adopted
linguistic features associated with women--affectivity, spontaneity,
colloquialism--in order to gain access to the realm of power associated with men.
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Celebrated as a visionary chronicler of spirituality, Teresa of Avila (1515-1582) suffered persecution by the
Counter-Reformation clergy in Spain, who denounced her for her "diabolical illusions" and "dangerous
propaganda." Confronting the historical irony of Teresa's transformation from a figure of questionable
orthodoxy to a national saint, Alison Weber shows how this teacher and reformer used exceptional rhetorical
skills to defend her ideas at a time when women were denied participation in theological discourse. In a close
examination of Teresa's major writings, Weber correlates the stylistic techniques of humility, irony,
obfuscation, and humor with social variables such as the marginalized status of pietistic groups and
demonstrates how Teresa strategically adopted linguistic features associated with women--affectivity,
spontaneity, colloquialism--in order to gain access to the realm of power associated with men.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Weber's book reveals the many ambiguities of Teresa's narrative technique. Her analysis of these shifting
tones and strategies is original and stimulating, and is a valuable contribution to the study of this
extraordinary woman."--Colin P. Thompson, The Times Literary Supplement

From the Back Cover

"A startling case study of how women were able to function as leaders and intellectuals in cultures that
forbade these roles."--Rosemary Radford Ruether, Garret Theological Seminary and Northwestern
University

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Cortney Roller:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for people. The book Teresa of Avila and the Rhetoric of Femininity seemed to be
making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The publication Teresa of Avila and the Rhetoric of Femininity is not only giving you
much more new information but also to become your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your
own personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with all the book Teresa of Avila and
the Rhetoric of Femininity. You never really feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Milton Jones:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like comic,
quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking Teresa of Avila and the
Rhetoric of Femininity that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied through reading this book.
Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world far better then
how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading routine only for the
geeky man but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to start
reading as your good habit, you may pick Teresa of Avila and the Rhetoric of Femininity become your
current starter.

Kelsey Palermo:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than
can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time to be study.
Teresa of Avila and the Rhetoric of Femininity can be your answer because it can be read by anyone who



have those short extra time problems.

Mohammad Darling:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Teresa of Avila and the Rhetoric of Femininity was
colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Teresa of Avila and the Rhetoric of
Femininity has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Detective Conan
you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any
it makes you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like
reading in which.
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