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A comprehensive introduction to the inner workings of rock music, The
Foundations of Rock goes back to the heart of the music itself from the time of its
birth through the end of classic rock. Walter Everett expertly takes readers
through all aspects of the music and its lyrics, leading fans and listeners to new
insights and new ways to develop their own interpretations of the aural
landscapes of their lives. Written with style, Everett does not depend on musical
notation nor professional jargon, but rather combines text with nearly 300 newly
written audio examples (performed on the companion website) and more than
100 expertly chosen photographs, to offer a rich text-and-web experience that
brings new meanings to songs that have dominated music for a half-century.

Through careful illustration, frequently citing the most familiar and pertinent
examples from throughout the 1955-1970 period, The Foundations of Rock
covers the nature and use of all musical instruments and vocal qualities; reveals
the many different ways that phrases and sections of songs can be combined;
discusses the materials and patterns in melodic, harmonic, and rhythmic
invention; explains the many important ways that producers and engineers add to
the artistry; and finally suggests paths for combining an understanding of all of
these elements with interpretations of a song's lyrics. This is all done in thorough
detail, and always with an ear towards the possible meanings such techniques
convey in a music that has had a profound impact upon our world. In doing so,
Everett helps readers create new depths of understanding and appreciation.
Hundreds of memorable hit songs are referred to in order to illustrate every
individual point, while twenty-five diverse classics of the period have been
chosen for very close hearing from multiple perspectives. The reader will come
away with a much deeper appreciation of the music of the Beatles and the Stones,
the Supremes and the Temptations, the Dead and Janis, Elvis and Buddy Holly,
the Beach Boys and the Rascals.
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A comprehensive introduction to the inner workings of rock music, The Foundations of Rock goes back to
the heart of the music itself from the time of its birth through the end of classic rock. Walter Everett expertly
takes readers through all aspects of the music and its lyrics, leading fans and listeners to new insights and
new ways to develop their own interpretations of the aural landscapes of their lives. Written with style,
Everett does not depend on musical notation nor professional jargon, but rather combines text with nearly
300 newly written audio examples (performed on the companion website) and more than 100 expertly
chosen photographs, to offer a rich text-and-web experience that brings new meanings to songs that have
dominated music for a half-century.

Through careful illustration, frequently citing the most familiar and pertinent examples from throughout the
1955-1970 period, The Foundations of Rock covers the nature and use of all musical instruments and vocal
qualities; reveals the many different ways that phrases and sections of songs can be combined; discusses the
materials and patterns in melodic, harmonic, and rhythmic invention; explains the many important ways that
producers and engineers add to the artistry; and finally suggests paths for combining an understanding of all
of these elements with interpretations of a song's lyrics. This is all done in thorough detail, and always with
an ear towards the possible meanings such techniques convey in a music that has had a profound impact
upon our world. In doing so, Everett helps readers create new depths of understanding and appreciation.
Hundreds of memorable hit songs are referred to in order to illustrate every individual point, while twenty-
five diverse classics of the period have been chosen for very close hearing from multiple perspectives. The
reader will come away with a much deeper appreciation of the music of the Beatles and the Stones, the
Supremes and the Temptations, the Dead and Janis, Elvis and Buddy Holly, the Beach Boys and the Rascals.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A wide-ranging presentation of rock's fundamental elements compiled lovingly by a committed scholar with
deep knowledge of the repertory." --Journal of the Society for American Music

"One to find space for in the curriculum, since it provides the basis for systematic work on popular music
before and after its stated period." --Music Analysis

About the Author
Walter Everett is Professor of Music and Chair of the Department of Music Theory at The University of
Michigan. He is author of The Beatles as Musicians: Revolver through the Anthology (O.U.P., 1999) and
The Beatles as Musicians: The Quarry Men through Rubber Soul (O.U.P., 2001).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Claire Underwood:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere. The
information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be consider whenever those
information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen inside you if you take The Foundations of Rock: From "Blue Suede Shoes" to "Suite: Judy
Blue Eyes" as the daily resource information.

Adriana Phillips:

The book with title The Foundations of Rock: From "Blue Suede Shoes" to "Suite: Judy Blue Eyes" includes
a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular
book exist new understanding the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world
now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you
throughout new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you
can read this anywhere you want.



Troy Cochran:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting The Foundations of
Rock: From "Blue Suede Shoes" to "Suite: Judy Blue Eyes" that give your satisfaction preference will be
satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people
to know world better then how they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly that reading routine
only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you
who want to start reading through as your good habit, you could pick The Foundations of Rock: From "Blue
Suede Shoes" to "Suite: Judy Blue Eyes" become your starter.

Donald Thomas:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This The Foundations of Rock: From
"Blue Suede Shoes" to "Suite: Judy Blue Eyes" is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the
beach, train and soon. If you did not get much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book.
It is make you easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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