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What can we learn about the Chinese revolution by placing a doubly
marginalized group—rural women—at the center of the inquiry? In this book,
Gail Hershatter explores changes in the lives of seventy-two elderly women in
rural Shaanxi province during the revolutionary decades of the 1950s and 1960s.
Interweaving these women’s life histories with insightful analysis, Hershatter
shows how Party-state policy became local and personal, and how it affected
women’s agricultural work, domestic routines, activism, marriage, childbirth, and
parenting—even their notions of virtue and respectability. The women narrate
their pasts from the vantage point of the present and highlight their enduring
virtues, important achievements, and most deeply harbored grievances. In
showing what memories can tell us about gender as an axis of power, difference,
and collectivity in 1950s rural China and the present, Hershatter powerfully
examines the nature of socialism and how gender figured in its creation.
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Editorial Review

Review

“A landmark in women’s history and the history of China.”
(James C. Scott London Review Of Books 2012-12-06)

“Remarkable. . . . Hershatter has a complicated story to tell about women’s experiences in mid-twentieth-
century China.”
(Ms Magazine 2011-09-02)

“If you want to be reminded of how moving history can be, then read this book.”
(New Books In Gender Studies 2012-05-23)

“The Gender of Memory is not only a story of China’s past but a gift of restless questions for the present.”
(Ellen R. Judd China Quarterly 2012-03-01)

“Hershatter offers a breathtaking interrogation of her sources and methods, rendering elegantly transparent
the thought processes behind her book’s production.”
(Cross Currents: East Asian History & Cultural Review 2012-10-19)

“Arresting and engaging. . . . The Gender of Memory is a work of outstanding scholarship and significance.”
(Louise Edwards, The University of Hong Kong The China Journal 2013-02-12)

“This book should be on the reading list of global historians interested in China.”
(Ellen R. Judd China Quarterly 2012-03-01)

From the Inside Flap

“Hershatter’s volume is devoted to bringing to life women’s experience as it diverged from both men’s
history and the national story. Her portraits, based on the lives of 72 women from four villages in Shaanxi
Province, are a landmark in women’s history and the history of China; no future account of the [Great Leap
Famine] can ignore them.”—James C. Scott London Review of Books

“Remarkable. . . . Hershatter has a complicated story to tell about women’s experiences in mid-twentieth-
century China.”—Ms. Magazine

“If you want to be reminded of how moving history can be, then read this book.”—New Books In Gender
Studies

“The Gender of Memory is not only a story of China’s past but a gift of restless questions for the
present.”—Ellen R. Judd China Quarterly

“Hershatter offers a breathtaking interrogation of her sources and methods, rendering elegantly transparent
the thought processes behind her book’s production.”—Cross Currents: East Asian History & Cultural
Review



"I was swept into the world of Hershatter's TheGender of Memory. Each of these oral histories is riveting and
astonishing, giving a human -- and often, heartbreaking -- dimension to history. As this book shows, history
is not simply recorded facts, but what is remembered by those who were once silent." —Amy Tan
 

About the Author

Gail Hershatter is Distinguished Professor of History at the University of California, Santa Cruz. She is the
author of many books, including Dangerous Pleasures: Prostitution and Modernity in Twentieth-Century
Shanghai and Women in China’s Long Twentieth Century, both from UC Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Donna Miller:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled The Gender of Memory: Rural Women and China’s Collective Past
(Asia Pacific Modern). Try to the actual book The Gender of Memory: Rural Women and China’s Collective
Past (Asia Pacific Modern) as your buddy. It means that it can being your friend when you sense alone and
beside that course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes
you a lot more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we should make new
experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Calvin Williams:

The book The Gender of Memory: Rural Women and China’s Collective Past (Asia Pacific Modern) gives
you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable more increase. Book
can to become your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem together with your subject. If
you can make reading a book The Gender of Memory: Rural Women and China’s Collective Past (Asia
Pacific Modern) to become your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own capable,
increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like available
and read a guide The Gender of Memory: Rural Women and China’s Collective Past (Asia Pacific Modern).
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you
think about this guide?

Rosemary Lilly:

The e-book untitled The Gender of Memory: Rural Women and China’s Collective Past (Asia Pacific
Modern) is the reserve that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the publication content
that will be shown to you. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily
to understand. The article writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, and so the information
that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of The
Gender of Memory: Rural Women and China’s Collective Past (Asia Pacific Modern) from the publisher to
make you more enjoy free time.



Kenneth Copeland:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This publication The Gender of Memory: Rural Women and China’s Collective Past
(Asia Pacific Modern) was filled with regards to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your
technology competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading any book. If you know how big
good thing about a book, you can feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like now, many ways to get
book which you wanted.
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