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Rufinus' vivid account of the battle between the Eastern Emperor Theodosius and
the Western usurper Eugenius by the River Frigidusin 394 represents it as the
final confrontation between paganism and Christianity. It isindeed widely
believed that alargely pagan aristocracy remained a powerful and active force
well into the fifth century, sponsoring pagan literary circles, patronage of the
classics, and propaganda for the old cultsin art and literature. The main focus of
much modern scholarship on the end of paganism in the West has been on its
supposed stubborn resistance to Christianity. The dismantling of this romantic
myth is one of the main goals of Alan Cameron's book. Actualy, the book
argues, Western paganism petered out much earlier and more rapidly than
hitherto assumed.

The subject of thisbook is not the conversion of the last pagans but rather the
duration, nature, and consegquences of their survival. By re-examining the
abundant textual evidence, both Christian (Ambrose, Augustine, Jerome,
Paulinus, Prudentius) and "pagan” (Claudian, Macrabius, and Ammianus
Marcellinus), aswell asthe visua evidence (ivory diptychs, illuminated
manuscripts, silverware), Cameron shows that most of the activities and artifacts
previously identified as hallmarks of a pagan revival werein fact just as
important to the life of cultivated Christians. Far from being a subversive activity
designed to rally pagans, the acceptance of classical literature, learning, and art
by most elite Christians may actually have helped the last reluctant pagans to
finally abandon the old cults and adopt Christianity. The culmination of decades
of research, The Last Pagans of Rome overturns many long-held assumptions
about pagan and Christian culture in the late antique West.
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Rufinus' vivid account of the battle between the Eastern Emperor Theodosius and the Western usurper
Eugenius by the River Frigidusin 394 represents it as the final confrontation between paganism and
Christianity. It isindeed widely believed that alargely pagan aristocracy remained a powerful and active
force well into the fifth century, sponsoring pagan literary circles, patronage of the classics, and propaganda
for the old cultsin art and literature. The main focus of much modern scholarship on the end of paganismin
the West has been on its supposed stubborn resistance to Christianity. The dismantling of this romantic myth
isone of the main goals of Alan Cameron's book. Actually, the book argues, Western paganism petered out
much earlier and more rapidly than hitherto assumed.

The subject of this book is not the conversion of the last pagans but rather the duration, nature, and
consequences of their survival. By re-examining the abundant textual evidence, both Christian (Ambrose,
Augustine, Jerome, Paulinus, Prudentius) and "pagan" (Claudian, Macrabius, and Ammianus Marcellinus),
aswell asthe visua evidence (ivory diptychs, illuminated manuscripts, silverware), Cameron shows that
most of the activities and artifacts previously identified as hallmarks of a pagan revival werein fact just as
important to the life of cultivated Christians. Far from being a subversive activity designed to rally pagans,
the acceptance of classical literature, learning, and art by most elite Christians may actually have helped the
last reluctant pagans to finally abandon the old cults and adopt Christianity. The culmination of decades of
research, The Last Pagans of Rome overturns many long-held assumptions about pagan and Christian culture
in the late antique West.
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Editorial Review
Review

"The Last Pagans of Rome is abook of a generation. A model of erudition and integrity of argument, it is
also abook that will be with us for many generations to come."--Peter Brown, New York Review of Books

"As befits a scholar whose work in this area since 1964 includes countless articles and reviews and six
books, the weighing of ancient evidence and modern scholarly opinion in The Last Pagans of Romeis
meticulous. It isaso controlled by the broader understanding of cultural processes and human motivations
that makes a thinking senior scholar a scholar worth reading rather than a scholiast who has made it to old
age."--Tom Palaima, Times Higher Education

"Thisimpressive book is a masterpiece, result of decades of research in the field of Late Antique Literature
and History. Alan Cameron provides a sharp and stimulating reassessment of common assumptions about the
confrontation between pagans and Christians in Late Antiquity. We must hope that people will take the time
to read right through this very dense and rich book, which will undoubtedly become essential reading in the
field of late Antique literature, religions, and history."--Bryn Mawr Classical Review

"Alan Cameron provides students of historical inquiry with one of the finest examples of methodology in this
magnum opus. He proves that he has few equalsin the interpretation of the events surrounding the transition
of Roman culture from predominantly pagan to predominantly Christian. The Last Pagans of Romeisan
important work that will become a dog-eared necessity in the teaching of late antiquity. Few who manage to
digest its contents will argue against the might and mastery of Cameron's conclusions.”--The Councilor: The
Journal of the lllinois Councilor for the Social Sudies

"Alan Cameron's Last Pagans of Rome is one of the best and most important books ever published on the
Later Roman Empire or Late Antiquity, and it has profound consequences for our understanding of the
culture of the entire Greco-Roman world. It represents the summation of decades of original contributions by
one whose best published work is the equal in quality and significance to that of any classical scholar living
or dead."--Timothy Barnes, University of Edinburgh

"A work of sheer brilliance that will endure for along time in view of its definitive presentation of central
issuesin the story of Christianity and paganism in late antiquity. Cameron takes his reader on an exhilarating
journey through debates on religion, literature, politics, art, and ancient antiquarian scholarship. Its
cumulative power isimmense, and all its chapters, with their vast arsenal of learning and bibliography, are
beautifully interconnected. There is nothing like it, and there will not be for generationsto come."--G. W.
Bowersock, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton



"Encyclopedic initslearning and relentlessin its argument, Alan Cameron's Last Pagans of Romeisa
landmark in late Roman studies...a breath-taking sortie across the cultural landscape of fourth- and early
fifth-century Rome."--Classical Journal

"[T]here should be no doubt of the importance of Cameron's conclusions...Alan Cameron's brilliant and
persuasive account offers an alternative view of a cultured aristocracy whose interest in the classical tradition
was shared by educated Christians across the Mediterranean world, and who posed no real threat to the
Empire's new religion."--The Times Literary Supplement

"..written in a highly detailed but remarkeably readable manner with prose that is sometimes humorous other
times blunt, but always engaging."--Dennis P. Quinn

About the Author

Alan Cameron is Charles Anthon Professor Emeritus of Latin at Columbia University. His previous books
include Claudian: Poetry and Propaganda at the Court of Honorius, The Greek Anthology: From Meleager
to Planudes, Callimachus and his Critics, and Greek Mythography in the Roman World. He is the winner of
the 2013 Kenyon Medal for Classical Studies and Archaeology from the British Academy.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jesus Reeves.

Reading areserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get alot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Guides can also inspire alot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of them isthis
The Last Pagans of Rome.

Lillie Granado:

This The Last Pagans of Rome is great book for you because the content that is full of information for you
who all always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it facts
accurately using great coordinate word or we can claim no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read
the item hurriedly you can have whole factsin it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward
sentences but tricky core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having The Last Pagans of Rome
in your hand like getting the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no



guide that offer you world within ten or fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So, it is good
reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt this?

Dianna Chrisman:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This The Last Pagans of Rome
issimple to deliver you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have got
much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You
can save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this
book.

Gary Landrum:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. Y ou can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of
news. Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. Y ou can
add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the The Last Pagans of Rome when you needed it?
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