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The impact of Communism on the twentieth century was massive, equal to that
of the two world wars. Until the fall of the Soviet Union in 1991, historians knew
relatively little about the secretive world of communist states and parties. Since
then, the opening of state, party, and diplomatic archives of the former Eastern
Bloc has released a flood of new documentation. The thirty-five essays in this
Handbook, written by an international team of scholars, draw on this new
material to offer a global history of communism in the twentieth century.

In contrast to many histories that concentrate on the Soviet Union, The Oxford
Handbook of the History of Communism is genuinely global in its coverage,
paying particular attention to the Chinese Revolution. It is 'global', too, in the
sense that the essays seek to integrate history 'from above' and 'from below', to
trace the complex mediations between state and society, and to explore the social
and cultural as well as the political and economic realities that shaped the lives of
citizens fated to live under communist rule. The essays reflect on the similarities
and differences between communist states in order to situate them in their socio-
political and cultural contexts and to capture their changing nature over time.
Where appropriate, they also reflect on how the fortunes of international
communism were shaped by the wider economic, political, and cultural forces of
the capitalist world. The Handbook provides an informative introduction for
those new to the field and a comprehensive overview of the current state of
scholarship for those seeking to deepen their understanding.
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The impact of Communism on the twentieth century was massive, equal to that of the two world wars. Until
the fall of the Soviet Union in 1991, historians knew relatively little about the secretive world of communist
states and parties. Since then, the opening of state, party, and diplomatic archives of the former Eastern Bloc
has released a flood of new documentation. The thirty-five essays in this Handbook, written by an
international team of scholars, draw on this new material to offer a global history of communism in the
twentieth century.

In contrast to many histories that concentrate on the Soviet Union, The Oxford Handbook of the History of
Communism is genuinely global in its coverage, paying particular attention to the Chinese Revolution. It is
'global', too, in the sense that the essays seek to integrate history 'from above' and 'from below', to trace the
complex mediations between state and society, and to explore the social and cultural as well as the political
and economic realities that shaped the lives of citizens fated to live under communist rule. The essays reflect
on the similarities and differences between communist states in order to situate them in their socio-political
and cultural contexts and to capture their changing nature over time. Where appropriate, they also reflect on
how the fortunes of international communism were shaped by the wider economic, political, and cultural
forces of the capitalist world. The Handbook provides an informative introduction for those new to the field
and a comprehensive overview of the current state of scholarship for those seeking to deepen their
understanding.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The thirty-eight authors of individual essays are carefully chosen and have provided concise, insightful, and
up-to-date studies of their topics. ... This volume marks a step in the direction laid out by [editor S. A.]
Smith's introduction: 'Towards a Global History of Communism.'" --The Russian Review

About the Author

S. A. Smith is Senior Research Fellow at All Souls College, University of Oxford. He was a graduate
student at Moscow State University and Peking University in the late 1970s and early 1980s and taught for
many years at the University of Essex. More recently, he was professor of comparative history at the
European University Institute, Florence. He has written extensively on the Russian and Chinese Revolutions,
and is currently writing a book which compares the efforts of the Soviet and Chinese Communist regimes to
eliminate 'superstition' from daily life, in areas such as popular religion, calendrical and life-cycle rituals,
agriculture, and folk medicine, and which explores how sections of the populace engaged the regimes
through 'politics of the supernatural'.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rita Carter:

This The Oxford Handbook of the History of Communism (Oxford Handbooks) book is just not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is actually
information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you actually read a
lot of information you will get. This The Oxford Handbook of the History of Communism (Oxford
Handbooks) without we recognize teach the one who studying it become critical in imagining and analyzing.
Don't be worry The Oxford Handbook of the History of Communism (Oxford Handbooks) can bring
whenever you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it
within your lovely laptop even phone. This The Oxford Handbook of the History of Communism (Oxford
Handbooks) having fine arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Michael Dennison:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you
receive the unstable resource then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for



you. All those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Oxford Handbook of the History of
Communism (Oxford Handbooks) as the daily resource information.

Justin Davis:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday.
The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to consider look
for book, may be the book untitled The Oxford Handbook of the History of Communism (Oxford
Handbooks) can be good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

James Shockley:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is identified
as of book The Oxford Handbook of the History of Communism (Oxford Handbooks). You'll be able to your
knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make a person happier
to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination to other
place.
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