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The Video Game Explosion: A History from PONG to PlayStation and Beyond
traces the growth of a global phenomenon that has become an integral part of
popular culture today. All aspects of video games and gaming culture are covered
inside this engaging reference, including the leading video game innovators, the
technological advances that made the games of the late 1970s and those of today
possible, the corporations that won and lost billions of dollars pursing this
lucrative market, arcade culture, as well as the demise of free-standing video
consoles and the rise of home-based and hand-held gaming devices.

In the United States alone, the video game industry raked in an astonishing $12.5
billion last year, and shows no signs of slowing. Once dismissed as a fleeting fad
of the young and frivolous, this booming industry has not only proven its staying
power, but promises to continue driving the future of new media and emerging
technologies. Today video games have become a limitless and multifaceted
medium through which Fortune 50 corporations and Hollywood visionaries alike
are reaching broader global audiences and influencing cultural trends at a rate
unmatched by any other media.
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The Video Game Explosion: A History from PONG to PlayStation and Beyond traces the growth of a global
phenomenon that has become an integral part of popular culture today. All aspects of video games and
gaming culture are covered inside this engaging reference, including the leading video game innovators, the
technological advances that made the games of the late 1970s and those of today possible, the corporations
that won and lost billions of dollars pursing this lucrative market, arcade culture, as well as the demise of
free-standing video consoles and the rise of home-based and hand-held gaming devices.

In the United States alone, the video game industry raked in an astonishing $12.5 billion last year, and shows
no signs of slowing. Once dismissed as a fleeting fad of the young and frivolous, this booming industry has
not only proven its staying power, but promises to continue driving the future of new media and emerging
technologies. Today video games have become a limitless and multifaceted medium through which Fortune
50 corporations and Hollywood visionaries alike are reaching broader global audiences and influencing
cultural trends at a rate unmatched by any other media.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Comprehensive in scope, this book chronicles the development and technical aspects of video games and
also profiles major video game companies….In 42 chapters, Wolf (communications, Concordia Univ.) and
his fellow contributors detail 40 years of video game history, providing information that is invaluable (if
sometimes overlapping). The essays look at the cultural impact of the games and address some of the social
and ethical issues arising from the power of the interactive process….Recommended." - Choice

"Wolf's book offers an academic resource accessible to high school students that traces the evolution of
video games, from the precursors of Computer Space and Pong to home systems like the Nintendo Wii and
the Sony PlayStation 3." - Doug's Student Reference Room

"Arguably the most complete and thorough history of video games available, this book presents an amazing
journey, from their roots in the giant mainframes of the mid-twentieth century to today's multibillion dollar
worldwide industry in an interesting and accessible manner….Organized thematically within a chronological
framework, this work may be read through as a history or used in sections by readers interested in specific
aspects of video games….Teen librarians and library school students interested in gaming in libraries can
gain deep practical knowledge from this book, and it is a must-read for anyone interested in working in the
video game industry." - VOYA

About the Author

Mark J. P. Wolf is Associate Professor in the Communication Department at Concordia University
Wisconsin. He has a Ph.D. from the School of Cinema/Television at the University of Southern California,
and his books include The Medium of the Video Game (2001), Virtual Morality: Morals, Ethics, and New
Media (2003), The Video Game Theory Reader (2003), and The World of the D'ni: Myst and Riven (2006).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brenda Schweiger:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of The Video Game
Explosion: A History from PONG to PlayStation and Beyond book as basic and daily reading guide. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.



Florence Hall:

This The Video Game Explosion: A History from PONG to PlayStation and Beyond usually are reliable for
you who want to be a successful person, why. The main reason of this The Video Game Explosion: A
History from PONG to PlayStation and Beyond can be one of the great books you must have is giving you
more than just simple studying food but feed you with information that maybe will shock your previous
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-
book and printed people. Beside that this The Video Game Explosion: A History from PONG to PlayStation
and Beyond forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of
critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Matthew Seifert:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you go
through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what kinds of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds
of us novel, comics, and soon. The The Video Game Explosion: A History from PONG to PlayStation and
Beyond offer you a new experience in reading through a book.

Larry Luis:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This book The Video Game Explosion: A History from PONG to PlayStation
and Beyond was filled about science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big
benefit of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get
book that you just wanted.
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