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Lively, comprehensive, and contemporary, The Voice of Reason: Fundamentals
of Critical Thinking covers three principal areas: thought and language,
systematic reasoning, and modes of proof. It employs highly accessible
explanations and a multitude of examples drawn from social issues and various
academic fields, showing students and other readers how to construct and
criticize arguments using the techniques of sound reasoning.
The Voice of Reason examines the traditional elements of the field and also
explores new ground. The first section of the book elucidates the relationship
between thought and language, explaining how words function. It discusses
meaning, connotation, vagueness, ambiguity, and definition, identifying the
linguistic elements that can produce mistakes in thinking. The next section
describes the rules of systematic reasoning, examining such topics as truth,
relevance, and adequacy; deductive logic (categorical, hypothetical, and
disjunctive); and induction (cause and effect, analogy, generalization, and
hypothesis). Sixteen fallacies in thinking are also described through extensive
illustrations and applications. The final section of the book offers a unique study
of what constitutes proof in several different areas--including politics,
advertising, law, and social issues--as well as in the academic disciplines of
literature, science, history, and ethics. The author describes the various rules of
evidence, using essays by major figures in each field as examples.
An ideal text for courses in critical thinking, informal logic, and reasoning and
writing, The Voice of Reason offers numerous pedagogical features including a
host of examples; assignments, exercises, and puzzles at both the halfway point
and at the end of each chapter; cartoons and quotations throughout; and practical
applications of theoretical concepts. An extensive Instructor's Manual contains
answers to the exercises that appear throughout the text.
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Lively, comprehensive, and contemporary, The Voice of Reason: Fundamentals of Critical Thinking covers
three principal areas: thought and language, systematic reasoning, and modes of proof. It employs highly
accessible explanations and a multitude of examples drawn from social issues and various academic fields,
showing students and other readers how to construct and criticize arguments using the techniques of sound
reasoning.
The Voice of Reason examines the traditional elements of the field and also explores new ground. The first
section of the book elucidates the relationship between thought and language, explaining how words
function. It discusses meaning, connotation, vagueness, ambiguity, and definition, identifying the linguistic
elements that can produce mistakes in thinking. The next section describes the rules of systematic reasoning,
examining such topics as truth, relevance, and adequacy; deductive logic (categorical, hypothetical, and
disjunctive); and induction (cause and effect, analogy, generalization, and hypothesis). Sixteen fallacies in
thinking are also described through extensive illustrations and applications. The final section of the book
offers a unique study of what constitutes proof in several different areas--including politics, advertising, law,
and social issues--as well as in the academic disciplines of literature, science, history, and ethics. The author
describes the various rules of evidence, using essays by major figures in each field as examples.
An ideal text for courses in critical thinking, informal logic, and reasoning and writing, The Voice of Reason
offers numerous pedagogical features including a host of examples; assignments, exercises, and puzzles at
both the halfway point and at the end of each chapter; cartoons and quotations throughout; and practical
applications of theoretical concepts. An extensive Instructor's Manual contains answers to the exercises that
appear throughout the text.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Burton Porter is at Western New England College.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Shane Bodine:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed The Voice of
Reason: Fundamentals of Critical Thinking? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You realize beside you
can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with the
opinion or you have additional opinion?

Carol Pyles:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways
to share the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story how
the personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
The Voice of Reason: Fundamentals of Critical Thinking, you can tells your family, friends along with soon
about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a book.

Shirley Williams:

You can spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This The Voice of Reason: Fundamentals of
Critical Thinking is simple to develop you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train in addition to
soon. If you did not get much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is
make you simpler to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when you buy this book.

Donald Edmond:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you have to do



is just spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many books in
the top record in your reading list is usually The Voice of Reason: Fundamentals of Critical Thinking. This
book and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By
looking way up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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