
Travelball: How to Start and Manage a
Successful Travel Baseball Team

By Ron Filipkowski

Travelball: How to Start and Manage a Successful Travel Baseball Team By
Ron Filipkowski

Whether you're an experienced coach or a parent eager to help your child get the
best experiences with a newly-formed team, you'll get everything you need from
Ron Filipkowski's "Travelball: How to Start and Manage a Successful Travel
Baseball Team". Filipkowski, named the 2010 13-U Coach of the Year by
Travelball Select, brings more than a decade of personal expertise to this
comprehensive handbook. He not only knows what it takes to keep a group of
kids moving ahead toward top-level tournament goals-- he also shares amazing
insights into the psychology of motivation and team management. Along the
way, Ron Filipkowski shares unabashedly personal stories of his many
experiences as the coach of a championship team. Some of his tales will have
you splitting your sides with laughter; others will simply melt your heart. But
throughout the book the author repeatedly makes one thing clear: if your team is
going to be a consistent success on the baseball field, then you have to be at the
top of your game when your players are off the field, too. While some travelball
coaches may find themselves severely challenged by the competing needs of
young players, demanding parents, petty rivalries, scheduling conflicts, hotel
logistics, unethical competition, and all the other wild and unpredictable factors
that go into the potentially overwhelming world of high-level travelball
competition, Ron Filipkowski makes it all seem easy. Although "Travelball"
features a massive amount of practical, hands-on information that will help you
coach your team to peak levels of performance, this book doesn't stop there. Ron
Filipkowski also takes you off the playing field, out of the dugout, past the locker
room, and into the hearts and minds of anxious parents, overbearing tournament
officials, and the umpires who never seem to get the respect they deserve. This is
the real world of competing egos, unintentional goof-ups, and big-league
stupidity that can make even veteran coaches pull their hair out-- and Filipkowski
not only captures it elegantly in print; he also tells you exactly how to survive in
this super-charged culture of crazy little things that all somehow make a big
difference! If you're serious about being all the coach you can be, get this book
and read every word. Then read it a second time, and keep a copy with you every
time you get ready for a practice or head out for a tournament. And if you really
want your team to succeed, make sure all your assistant coaches have their own
copies, too! Here's just some of what you'll find in the exciting pages of
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"Travelball: How to Start and Manage a Successsful Travel Baseball Team": *
Dealing with parents that are unhappy with playing time or positions. * How to
handle and approach youth umpires to get them on your side. * Crazy little
strategy tips that make a huge difference in travelball tournaments. * Why you
should consistently treat each player different. * Creative offensive and defensive
plays. * Recruiting new players from rec ball leagues and other travelball teams.
* Tournament and game strategies adapted for travelball rules and formats. *
Why doing things by "The Book" doesn't always work in the youth game. *
Keeping other coaches from recruiting your players. * Managing playing time in
tournaments to keep everyone happy while winning. * How to make travelball
coexist with rec ball, school ball and other sports. * Baseball-specific strength,
speed & conditioning exercises tailored for youth players. * Why home runs are
evil in the youth game. * Curveballs and kids. * Why Bill Walsh-style practices
are best for young players. * How to keep your team together over several
seasons. * Teaching plate discipline and the mental approach at the plate. * The
ethics of sign-stealing. * Why you should remove the word "umpire" from your
team vocabulary. * Dealing with difficult parents of outstanding players. *
Hosting tournaments as fundraisers. * And much, much more!
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Whether you're an experienced coach or a parent eager to help your child get the best experiences with a
newly-formed team, you'll get everything you need from Ron Filipkowski's "Travelball: How to Start and
Manage a Successful Travel Baseball Team". Filipkowski, named the 2010 13-U Coach of the Year by
Travelball Select, brings more than a decade of personal expertise to this comprehensive handbook. He not
only knows what it takes to keep a group of kids moving ahead toward top-level tournament goals-- he also
shares amazing insights into the psychology of motivation and team management. Along the way, Ron
Filipkowski shares unabashedly personal stories of his many experiences as the coach of a championship
team. Some of his tales will have you splitting your sides with laughter; others will simply melt your heart.
But throughout the book the author repeatedly makes one thing clear: if your team is going to be a consistent
success on the baseball field, then you have to be at the top of your game when your players are off the field,
too. While some travelball coaches may find themselves severely challenged by the competing needs of
young players, demanding parents, petty rivalries, scheduling conflicts, hotel logistics, unethical competition,
and all the other wild and unpredictable factors that go into the potentially overwhelming world of high-level
travelball competition, Ron Filipkowski makes it all seem easy. Although "Travelball" features a massive
amount of practical, hands-on information that will help you coach your team to peak levels of performance,
this book doesn't stop there. Ron Filipkowski also takes you off the playing field, out of the dugout, past the
locker room, and into the hearts and minds of anxious parents, overbearing tournament officials, and the
umpires who never seem to get the respect they deserve. This is the real world of competing egos,
unintentional goof-ups, and big-league stupidity that can make even veteran coaches pull their hair out-- and
Filipkowski not only captures it elegantly in print; he also tells you exactly how to survive in this super-
charged culture of crazy little things that all somehow make a big difference! If you're serious about being all
the coach you can be, get this book and read every word. Then read it a second time, and keep a copy with
you every time you get ready for a practice or head out for a tournament. And if you really want your team to
succeed, make sure all your assistant coaches have their own copies, too! Here's just some of what you'll find
in the exciting pages of "Travelball: How to Start and Manage a Successsful Travel Baseball Team": *
Dealing with parents that are unhappy with playing time or positions. * How to handle and approach youth
umpires to get them on your side. * Crazy little strategy tips that make a huge difference in travelball
tournaments. * Why you should consistently treat each player different. * Creative offensive and defensive
plays. * Recruiting new players from rec ball leagues and other travelball teams. * Tournament and game
strategies adapted for travelball rules and formats. * Why doing things by "The Book" doesn't always work
in the youth game. * Keeping other coaches from recruiting your players. * Managing playing time in
tournaments to keep everyone happy while winning. * How to make travelball coexist with rec ball, school
ball and other sports. * Baseball-specific strength, speed & conditioning exercises tailored for youth players.
* Why home runs are evil in the youth game. * Curveballs and kids. * Why Bill Walsh-style practices are
best for young players. * How to keep your team together over several seasons. * Teaching plate discipline
and the mental approach at the plate. * The ethics of sign-stealing. * Why you should remove the word
"umpire" from your team vocabulary. * Dealing with difficult parents of outstanding players. * Hosting
tournaments as fundraisers. * And much, much more!
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Ron Filipkowski has coached the "Meteors" travelball teams from 2002 through 2011. He started his first
team when his oldest son was nine years old and continued to coach that team until his boys were ready to
start high school after their 14U year. Ron then started over with a new Meteors team in 2007, when his third
son was eleven years old. Ron compiled a 640-217 record in tournament games. His teams have won 53
travelball tournaments and six state championships in in Florida. The Meteors were ranked in the top 25 in
the nation by Travel Ball Select for four consecutive years, and were ranked Number One in the country in
2010. Ron was awarded 13U National Coach of the Year by Travel Ball Select. All of the players from Ron
Filipkowski's first Meteors team started for their high school teams. Twelve of these players have signed full
baseball scholarships to major Division I programs like the University of Florida and the University of
Miami. One player was drafted in the third round of the 2010 MLB draft and several other players are
professional prospects for the 2011 MLB draft, with one player projected to go in the first round.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Trisha Sherman:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be consider when
those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which
one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Travelball: How to Start and Manage a Successful
Travel Baseball Team as the daily resource information.

James Reed:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or their
own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside the
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your free
time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing that
you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try look for book, may be the e-
book untitled Travelball: How to Start and Manage a Successful Travel Baseball Team can be good book to
read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Jennie Groth:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What



you must do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the
books in the top listing in your reading list is usually Travelball: How to Start and Manage a Successful
Travel Baseball Team. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to
be precious person. By looking right up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Elisabeth McBee:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the most beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is named
of book Travelball: How to Start and Manage a Successful Travel Baseball Team. You can add your
knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make an individual
happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one place to
other place.
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