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Sinceitsfirst publication in 1961 E.H. Carr's What is History? has established
itself as the classic introduction to the subject. Ranging across topics such as
historical objectivity, society and the individual, the nature of causation, and the
possibility of progress, Carr delivered an incisive text that still has the power to
provoke debate today. For this fortieth anniversary reissue, Richard J. Evans has
written an extensive new introduction that discusses the origins and the impact of
the book, and assesses its relevance in the age of twenty-first century
postmodernism and epistemological anxiety.
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Sinceitsfirst publication in 1961 E.H. Carr's What is History? has established itself as the classic
introduction to the subject. Ranging across topics such as historical objectivity, society and the individual,
the nature of causation, and the possibility of progress, Carr delivered an incisive text that still has the power
to provoke debate today. For this fortieth anniversary reissue, Richard J. Evans has written an extensive new
introduction that discusses the origins and the impact of the book, and assesses its relevance in the age of
twenty-first century postmodernism and epistemological anxiety.
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Editorial Review
Review

'E.H. Carr...now proves himself to be not only our most distinguished modern historian, but also one of the
most valuabl e contributors to historical theory.' - Spectator

'‘Asalively, challenging view of the purpose of historical inquiry and the role of the historian...What is
History? has yet to be bettered.' - David Horspool, Times Literary Supplement

"There is simply no point in talking about the principles and methodology of historical research without
referring to E.H. Carr's semina work.' - Elliot Jager, The Jerusalem Post

'By situating Carr's book historically so well, Evans...[has] provided the strongest argument yet for leaving
What is History? on the shelf as a theory-of-history primer for undergraduates and for its alternative use as
valuable primary evidence for the history of intellectual politicsin mid-20th century Britain.' - Simon
Ditchfield, Times Higher Education Supplement

'‘Carr's What is History?is still essential reading for all historians. The new edition introduced by Professor
Evans, aleading historian and an accomplished historiographer, provides an excellent insight into Carr'slife
and work." - Jonathan Haslam, author of The Vices of Integrity: E. H. Carr (1892-1982)

'E. H. Carr proves himself to be not only our most distinguished modern historian, but also one of the most
valuable contributors to historical theory.' - The Spectator

About the Author

E.H. CARR who died in 1982 at the age of ninety was aFellow of Trinity College, Cambridge, UK, and an
Honorary Fellow of Balliol College, Oxford, UK. His books include International Relations between the
Two World Wars 1919-1939, The Twenty Years Crisis 1919-1939, Nationalism and After, The New Society,
What is History?, 1917: Before and After, Michael Bakunin, The Russian Revolution From Lenin to Stalin
1917-1929, the fourteen volume History of Soviet Russia and The Twilight of the Comintern 1930-1935.

RICHARD J. EVANS s Professor of Modern History at University of Cambridge and author of In Defence
of History.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Kathryn Mullins:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
gpare time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that question due to
the fact just their can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it isright.
Because start from on pre-school until university need that What Is History? to read.



Mary Kerr:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be
consider any time those information which isinside former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen with you if you take What Is History? as the daily resource
information.

Wayne Queen:

This book untitled What |s History? to be one of several books which best seller in this year, here is because
when you read this publication you can get alot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy thiskind of book in
the book retailer or you can order it viaonline. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to
you personally to past this e-book from your list.

Jesse Williams:

The e-book with title What Is History? includes alot of information that you can study it. Y ou can get alot
of benefit after read this book. This particular book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this
reserve represented the condition of the world now. That isimportant to yo7u to find out how the
improvement of the world. This book will bring you with new era of the internationalization. Y ou can read
the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.
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