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A Concise History of the Catholic Church, first published by Image Books in
1979, has been one of the bestselling religious histories of the past two decades.
Long a mainstay for scholars, students, and others looking for a definitive,
accessible history of Catholicism, it has now been meticulously expanded and
updated for the new millennium. With a clarity and conciseness that will appeal
to the general reader, Thomas Bokenkotter divides his study into five parts that
correspond to the major historical and epochal developments in Catholicism. His
authoritative, thorough approach takes readers from the Church’s triumph over
paganism, through “the sound and fury of renewal,” to a new section devoted to
such topics as dissent, current developments in the ecumenical movement, and
liberation theology. Informative illustrations throughout the book, new to this
edition, enrich the reader’s experience, and the addition of a wide-ranging
bibliography increases its value as a sourcebook.
A reviewer called the previous edition of A Concise History of the Catholic
Church “a tract for the times, an attempt to help bewildered Roman Catholics and
others get some sense of the origins of all the change that has streamed through
the windows by Vatican II.” This new edition reaffirms its importance in the
library of ecumenical studies and confirms its place among the classics.
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Editorial Review

From the Publisher
This critically acclaimed history covers the events and doctrines that have shaped Catholic thought and
action over the past two millennia. A singularly useful reference book, updated and expanded for the student
of the 1990's.

From the Inside Flap

A Concise History of the Catholic Church, first published by Image Books in 1979, has been one of the
bestselling religious histories of the past two decades. Long a mainstay for scholars, students, and others
looking for a definitive, accessible history of Catholicism, it has now been meticulously expanded and
updated for the new millennium. With a clarity and conciseness that will appeal to the general reader,
Thomas Bokenkotter divides his study into five parts that correspond to the major historical and epochal
developments in Catholicism. His authoritative, thorough approach takes readers from the Church?s triumph
over paganism, through ?the sound and fury of renewal,? to a new section devoted to such topics as dissent,
current developments in the ecumenical movement, and liberation theology. Informative illustrations
throughout the book, new to this edition, enrich the reader?s experience, and the addition of a wide-ranging
bibliography increases its value as a sourcebook.
A reviewer called the previous edition of A Concise History of the Catholic Church ?a tract for the times, an
attempt to help bewildered Roman Catholics and others get some sense of the origins of all the change that
has streamed through the windows by Vatican II.? This new edition reaffirms its importance in the library of
ecumenical studies and confirms its place among the classics.

About the Author

THOMAS BOKENKOTTER, the author of the bestselling Church and Revolution, teaches at Xavier
University. He is also the pastor of Assumption Church and is active in the social ministry, running a soup
kitchen that he founded twenty years ago and a transitional living facility for homeless women and children.
He lives in Cincinnati, Ohio.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Van Gee:

The book with title A Concise History of the Catholic Church includes a lot of information that you can
understand it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This book exist new know-how the information
that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to be
aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you within new era of the
globalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.



Robert Crawford:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching
TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look
different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you
simply read you can spent the entire day to reading a e-book. The book A Concise History of the Catholic
Church it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. They were
enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the
particular e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too
expensive but this book has high quality.

Lynn Lambert:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get
lots of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you
try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read is usually A Concise History of the Catholic Church.

Doug Campbell:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you can have
the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like A Concise History of the Catholic
Church which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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