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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Kalpakian trades the intimate scale of her quirky Graced Land for the sprawl of a historical saga, picking up
Victor Hugo's 1862 classic where it ended. Though named after Cosette, the adopted daughter of the
indomitable Jean Valjean, this sequel shines the spotlight equally on the now-grown-and-married waif's
husband, Marius, and other scene-stealers. Marius goes from 1832 resistance fighter to publisher of La
Lumiere, a reformist newspaper for the French working class. In the civil uprising of 1848, he's imprisoned
for his anti-royalist views but rallies to support the masses. Another key figure is a fleet-footed street kid
known as "the Starling." In homage to Valjean's kindness, Cosette adopts the latter, enlisting him as a
newspaper hawker and a messenger during times of strife; Cosette's teenage daughter, Fantine, predictably
falls for the brave lad. Kalpakian tirelessly constructs these recklessly romantic characters and captures the
original's defiant, tragic spirit. Yet, in altering her voice for period authenticity, the author is more
melodramatic than literary (Cosette "locked her fingers into Marius's coat as if he were the branch and she
the autumn leaf, and this revolutionary gale was about to blow them apart forever"). The bittersweet
conclusion, however, is true to the genre Kalpakian emulates. 100,000 first printing; $100,000 ad/promo;
author tour.
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Kalpakian is best known for her stories (e.g., Fair Augusto and Other Stories, LJ 2/1/87), but here she
presents a novel ambitious enough to pick up where Les Miserables left off. The 100,000-copy first printing
suggests that the publisher has high hopes for this tale.
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Victor Hugo's Les Miserables is as grand, complex, and magnificent as a Gothic cathedral and is infused
with passionate morality. Jean Valjean, his unforgettable hero, has inspired such popularized interpretations
as The Fugitive, the musical "Les Miz," and now this rather nervy and calculated spin-off, a book that has
"concept" stamped all over it. Kalpakian, author of the novel Graceland (1992), was commissioned to write
the story of Jean Valjean's adopted daughter, Cosette, as part of a movie and/or miniseries package, backed
up by a megamarketing campaign. We may wince at such commercialization but can't deny that it's a clever
idea. For her part, Kalpakian has steeped herself in Hugo's phenomenal narrative and striven for high drama,
suspense, romance, and even some character development. Cosette begins with Valjean's dismay over the
love between his adored daughter and the poor student Marius. Kalpakian rewrites a chunk of Hugo's story,
but thank goodness, extracts herself and moves the action forward by about 15 years. Cosette and Marius,
parents of two nearly adult children, have become enemies of the state by virtue of the views they express in
their radical newspaper. Their adventures involve numerous acts of perfidy and heroism, and Kalpakian has
animated lots of entertaining characters (especially the villains), managed some satisfying character
reversals, and created a viable historical context. It all adds up to a shiny new summer blockbuster, and why
not? Kalpakian's Cosette is admirable and may even inspire readers to return to the source. Donna Seaman

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Frank Bullard:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This Cosette: The Sequel to Les Miserables book is readable by you who hate
the straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience
without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer of Cosette: The Sequel
to Les Miserables content conveys thinking easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are
not different in the content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Cosette:
The Sequel to Les Miserables is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Florence Williams:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Cosette: The Sequel to Les
Miserables, it is possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of
hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its referred to
as reading friends.

Patricia Carter:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Cosette: The Sequel to Les Miserables e-
book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be understand by anyone
who read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only
for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt Cosette: The Sequel to Les Miserables as good book but
not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one e-book that can break don't evaluate book by its
cover, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense
already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Lauren Clarke:

You can find this Cosette: The Sequel to Les Miserables by go to the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or
reviewing it could possibly to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of
this publication are various. Not only through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by e-
book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem.
Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to
arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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