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Since the late 1980s, queer studies and theory have become vital to the
intellectual and political life of the United States. This has been due, in no small
degree, to the influence of Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick's critically acclaimed
Epistemology of the Closet. Working from classic texts of European and
American writers—including Melville, James, Nietzsche, Proust, and
Wilde—Sedgwick analyzes a turn-of-the-century historical moment in which
sexual orientation became as important a demarcation of personhood as gender
had been for centuries. In her preface to this updated edition Sedgwick places the
book both personally and historically, looking specifically at the horror of the
first wave of the AIDS epidemic and its influence on the text.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Since the late 1980s, queer studies and theory have become vital to the intellectual life of the U.S. This has
been, to no small degree, due to the popularity of Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick's critically acclaimed
Epistemology of the Closet. Working from classic texts of European and American writers--including
Herman Melville, Henry James, Marcel Proust, and Oscar Wilde--Sedgwick delineates a historical moment
in which sexual identity became as important a demarcation of personhood as gender had been for centuries.

Sedgwick's literary analysis, while provocative and often startling (you will never read Billy Budd or The
Picture of Dorian Gray the same way again), is simply the basis for a larger project of examining and
analyzing how the categories of "homosexual" and "heterosexual" continue to shape almost all aspects of
contemporary thought. Epistemology of the Closet is a sometimes-dense work, but one filled with wit and
empathy. Sedgwick writes with great intelligence and an eye for irony, but always makes clear that her
theories and critical acumen are in the service of a politic that seeks to make the world a better and more
humane place for everyone. An extraordinary book that reshapes how we think about literature, sexuality,
and everyday life. --Michael Bronski

From Publishers Weekly
The homosexual closet, by Sedgwick's yardstick, is "the defining structure for gay oppression in this
century." She disagrees strongly with those who separate gays and straights as "distinct kinds of persons,"
with no common humanity. Her close readings of Melville's Billy Budd , Wilde's Dorian Gray and of Proust,
Nietzsche, Henry James and Thackeray bristle with keen observations relating entrenched fears of same-sex
relationships to contemporary gay-bashing and obvious displays of heterosexual or "macho" attitudes. But
Sedgwick ( Between Men ) does not prove her overstated thesis that homo/hetero distinction obtains with
gender, class and race in determining "all modern Western identity and social organization." Obtuse,
cumbersome, academic prose limits the appeal of this treatise.
Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
No book I have recently read is as successful as Sedgwicks in making provocative connections between
literary acts and social dynamics. . . . A remarkable work of mind and spirit. -- The Nation

Sedgwicks brilliant Epistemology of the Closet will have many lives: as a work of literary criticism, a
cultural study, a political analysis; as a text for gay and straight, academic and non-academic readers, and
potentially as a landmark in the development of lesbian and gay studies. -- Womens Review of Books

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Melissa Wilcox:

The actual book Epistemology of the Closet has a lot associated with on it. So when you check out this book
you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some
research before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you may get the point easily after
reading this article book.



Kimberly Williams:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Epistemology of the Closet
that give your fun preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can
be said as the opportinity for people to know world better then how they react in the direction of the world. It
can't be mentioned constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky particular person but for all of you
who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as your good
habit, it is possible to pick Epistemology of the Closet become your personal starter.

Yvette Barstow:

The book untitled Epistemology of the Closet contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your
girlfriend idea with easy method. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do certainly not worry,
you can easy to read this. The book was published by famous author. The author provides you in the new age
of literary works. You can read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or device, so you
can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open
their official web-site and order it. Have a nice study.

Marie Clemmer:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific Epistemology of the Closet can give you a lot of
buddies because by you considering this one book you have matter that they don't and make an individual
more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer
you information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than some other make you to
be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should have Epistemology of the Closet.
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