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Human Interests develops an ethical theory in the consequentialist tradition, but
incorporating contractarian and deontological elements. Joseph Mendola argues
that this theory is required by physical reality and the correct metaethics.
Innovative features include a focus on group acts and on indeterminacies of
morally relevant fact. It has three parts.

Part I is an account of our alternatives, of the objects of ethical evaluation. It
defends an account of individual alternatives that is rooted in the conditional
analysis of ability. It argues that our options incorporate objective ex ante
probabilities but not lucky flukes. It develops a related conception of social
alternatives. And it argues that in reality there is some indeterminacy of
alternatives.

Part II propounds a way to morally evaluate alternatives. This ethical theory is
supported by an account of the meaning of key moral terms. The theory includes
an account of individual well-being rooted in actual preference satisfaction, an
egalitarian principle for evaluating outcomes that reflects the limited
comparability of different individuals' good, and a novel form of
consequentialism based on group acts. Familiar competitor theories are shown to
be either not viable in reality or reconciled in this view.

Part III applies the theories of Part I and II to deliver the most crucial
commonsense moral judgments, and hence to answer standard objections to
consequentialism. It develops accounts of our general deontological obligations
not to lie, murder, injure, or steal, of our special obligations, and of the moral
virtues. And it considers the demandingness of morality.
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Human Interests develops an ethical theory in the consequentialist tradition, but incorporating contractarian
and deontological elements. Joseph Mendola argues that this theory is required by physical reality and the
correct metaethics. Innovative features include a focus on group acts and on indeterminacies of morally
relevant fact. It has three parts.

Part I is an account of our alternatives, of the objects of ethical evaluation. It defends an account of
individual alternatives that is rooted in the conditional analysis of ability. It argues that our options
incorporate objective ex ante probabilities but not lucky flukes. It develops a related conception of social
alternatives. And it argues that in reality there is some indeterminacy of alternatives.

Part II propounds a way to morally evaluate alternatives. This ethical theory is supported by an account of
the meaning of key moral terms. The theory includes an account of individual well-being rooted in actual
preference satisfaction, an egalitarian principle for evaluating outcomes that reflects the limited
comparability of different individuals' good, and a novel form of consequentialism based on group acts.
Familiar competitor theories are shown to be either not viable in reality or reconciled in this view.

Part III applies the theories of Part I and II to deliver the most crucial commonsense moral judgments, and
hence to answer standard objections to consequentialism. It develops accounts of our general deontological
obligations not to lie, murder, injure, or steal, of our special obligations, and of the moral virtues. And it
considers the demandingness of morality.
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Editorial Review

Review
Highly worth reading. Human Interests is an engaging and well-argued book covering an impressive range of
topics in metaphysics and value theory, and it is an important contribution to the literature Bekka Williams,
Notre Dame Philosophical Reviews

About the Author

Joseph Mendola is Professor and Chair in the Department of Philosophy at the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln. His previous books are Human Thought (Kluwer, 1997), Goodness and Justice (Cambridge, 2006),
and Anti-Externalism (Oxford, 2008).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sharon Doyle:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Human Interests: or Ethics for Physicalists. Try to stumble through
book Human Interests: or Ethics for Physicalists as your pal. It means that it can for being your friend when
you sense alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in
your case. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So ,
let's make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Keith Vanwagoner:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Human Interests: or Ethics for Physicalists book is readable simply by you who hate
those straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without
leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer associated with Human Interests:
or Ethics for Physicalists content conveys prospect easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the content material but it just different such as it. So , do you even now thinking
Human Interests: or Ethics for Physicalists is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Irish Watts:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Human Interests: or Ethics for Physicalists was
bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Human Interests: or Ethics for
Physicalists has many kinds or category. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigator
Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are
make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book to suit your



needs and try to like reading this.

Marvin Ober:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you also
know that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book. Amount
types of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this Human Interests: or Ethics for
Physicalists.
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