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This remarkable description of Jamaica in the late 1680s was written by a
contemporary English observer, John Taylor, who spent some months on the
island. The original manuscript is held by the National Library of Jamaica, and
has rarely been used by scholars. It contains information about Jamaica under the
Spaniards, about the English invasion of 1655 and about the formation of the
subsequent society, including the treatment of slaves. There are sections on the
island's settlement and architecture, including a particularly full description of
Port Royal. John Taylor sets out fifty current laws, many of them unknown to
other such collections. He also carefully explains the nature of Jamaica's birds,
beasts and plants. Taylor offers an image of the island before the general spread
of sugar cultivation, citing some creatures now extinct in Jamaica; he also makes
many suggestions about the medical use of natural products. His world is still one
in which certain places are enchanted, though he also describes an island whose
main features will be entirely familiar to modern Jamaicans. Buisseret's
meticulous work on this manuscript has taken over twenty years and he provides
an annotated version of the manuscript, which was originally more than 850
pages and was in three volumes. This edition covers the second half of volume 1
and the whole of volume 2, providing a rich tapestry of Taylor's observations and
notes on Jamaica. Most of the remaining manuscript contains autobiographical
material and nautical logs. Buisseret's edition provides an annotation and a
glossary. The text will be useful to generations of scholars and students alike or
to anyone with an interest in Jamaica and itscolorful history. Co-published with
the the National Library of Jamaica and the Mill Press.
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This remarkable description of Jamaica in the late 1680s was written by a contemporary English observer,
John Taylor, who spent some months on the island. The original manuscript is held by the National Library
of Jamaica, and has rarely been used by scholars. It contains information about Jamaica under the Spaniards,
about the English invasion of 1655 and about the formation of the subsequent society, including the
treatment of slaves. There are sections on the island's settlement and architecture, including a particularly full
description of Port Royal. John Taylor sets out fifty current laws, many of them unknown to other such
collections. He also carefully explains the nature of Jamaica's birds, beasts and plants. Taylor offers an image
of the island before the general spread of sugar cultivation, citing some creatures now extinct in Jamaica; he
also makes many suggestions about the medical use of natural products. His world is still one in which
certain places are enchanted, though he also describes an island whose main features will be entirely familiar
to modern Jamaicans. Buisseret's meticulous work on this manuscript has taken over twenty years and he
provides an annotated version of the manuscript, which was originally more than 850 pages and was in three
volumes. This edition covers the second half of volume 1 and the whole of volume 2, providing a rich
tapestry of Taylor's observations and notes on Jamaica. Most of the remaining manuscript contains
autobiographical material and nautical logs. Buisseret's edition provides an annotation and a glossary. The
text will be useful to generations of scholars and students alike or to anyone with an interest in Jamaica and
itscolorful history. Co-published with the the National Library of Jamaica and the Mill Press.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
David Buisseret is Garrett Professor of History, University of Texas, Arlington. He has taught at a variety of
institutions, including the University of the West Indies, Jamaica, from 1964 to 1980, and served as editor of
the Jamaican Historical Review and is a Fellow of the Royal Historical Society.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rhonda Robitaille:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled Jamaica in 1687: The Taylor Manuscript at the National
Library of Jamaica. Try to make the book Jamaica in 1687: The Taylor Manuscript at the National Library of
Jamaica as your friend. It means that it can being your friend when you sense alone and beside associated
with course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes
you much more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we need to make new
experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Sonja Johnson:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Jamaica in 1687: The Taylor
Manuscript at the National Library of Jamaica. All type of book are you able to see on many resources. You
can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Demarcus Bechtel:

This book untitled Jamaica in 1687: The Taylor Manuscript at the National Library of Jamaica to be one of
several books that will best seller in this year, here is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of
benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail store or you can order it by using
online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can
read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this
publication from your list.



Irene Gonzales:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you
learn a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as well as soon. The Jamaica in
1687: The Taylor Manuscript at the National Library of Jamaica offer you a new experience in reading a
book.
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