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At once a fiendishly devious mystery, a beguiling love story, and a brilliant
symposium on the power of art, My Name Is Red is a transporting tale set amid
the splendor and religious intrigue of sixteenth-century Istanbul, from one of the
most prominent contemporary Turkish writers.

The Sultan has commissioned a cadre of the most acclaimed artists in the land to
create a great book celebrating the glories of his realm. Their task: to illuminate
the work in the European style. But because figurative art can be deemed an
affront to Islam, this commission is a dangerous proposition indeed. The ruling
elite therefore mustn’t know the full scope or nature of the project, and panic
erupts when one of the chosen miniaturists disappears. The only clue to the
mystery–or crime? –lies in the half-finished illuminations themselves. Part
fantasy and part philosophical puzzle, My Name is Red is a kaleidoscopic
journey to the intersection of art, religion, love, sex and power.

Translated from the Turkish by Erda M Göknar
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At once a fiendishly devious mystery, a beguiling love story, and a brilliant symposium on the power of art,
My Name Is Red is a transporting tale set amid the splendor and religious intrigue of sixteenth-century
Istanbul, from one of the most prominent contemporary Turkish writers.

The Sultan has commissioned a cadre of the most acclaimed artists in the land to create a great book
celebrating the glories of his realm. Their task: to illuminate the work in the European style. But because
figurative art can be deemed an affront to Islam, this commission is a dangerous proposition indeed. The
ruling elite therefore mustn’t know the full scope or nature of the project, and panic erupts when one of the
chosen miniaturists disappears. The only clue to the mystery–or crime? –lies in the half-finished
illuminations themselves. Part fantasy and part philosophical puzzle, My Name is Red is a kaleidoscopic
journey to the intersection of art, religion, love, sex and power.

Translated from the Turkish by Erda M Göknar
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Acclaimed Turkish novelist Pamuk offers this fascinating murder mystery set against the backdrop of 16th-
century Istanbul. The story surrounds a sultan who commissions a book to celebrate his life and times, as
well as a set of talented artists hired to recreate the work in the European style. But when one of the artists
disappears, the answer to his whereabouts seems to lie in the images themselves. British narrator John Lee
reads with a classical tone, drawing on his theatrical experience to create a rousing, epic, but personal
reading sure to appeal to a wide range of listeners. Lee reads with such inherent skill that his words seem to
be coming straight from memory, recreating Pamuk's ancient world in colorful clarity. A Knopf hardcover
(Reviews, Aug. 6).
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Library Journal
In 16th-century Istanbul, master miniaturist and illuminator of books Enishte Effendi is commissioned to
illustrate a book celebrating the sultan. Soon he lies dead at the bottom of a well, and how he got there is the
crux of this novel. A number of narrators give testimony to what they know about the circumstances
surrounding the murder. The stories accumulate and become more detailed as the novel progresses, giving
the reader not only a nontraditional murder mystery but insight into the mores and customs of the time. In
addition, this is both an examination of the way figurative art is viewed within Islam and a love story that
demonstrates the tricky mechanics of marriage laws. Award-winning Turkish author Pamuk (The White
Castle) creatively casts the novel with colorful characters (including such entities as a tree and a gold coin)
and provides a palpable sense of atmosphere of the Ottoman Empire that history and literary fans will
appreciate. Recommended. Marc Kloszewski, Indiana Free Lib., PA
Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
A dead man, a dog, a murderer, a coin, two lovers, and a tree take turns narrating this tale, which is Pamuk's
follow-up to the well-reviewed but little read The New Life (1997). Set in sixteenth-century Istanbul, the
novel is equal parts mystery, love story, and a philosophical discussion on the nature of art and artistic
vision. Two men have been killed: Elegant, a miniaturist engaged (with others) on a book project glorifying
the life of the sultan, and Enishte, the man who hired the artists to do the book. During a trip to Venice,
Enishte became particularly entranced with the new Italian painting, particularly its use of perspective and
figurative art. He urged his employees to adapt the new art form in their illustrations of the grand book they
are producing. Black, Enishte's nephew, wants to win the hand of Enishte's daughter, Shekure, which he can
only do by solving the murders. This intellectual mystery will appeal to fans of Eco, Pears, and Perez-
Reverte. Nancy Pearl
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Arthur West:

The book My Name Is Red has a lot of information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can
get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. The writer makes some research before

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this article
book.

Ruth Irizarry:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this My Name Is Red book written by
well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who else
read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate
your hunger then you still uncertainty My Name Is Red as good book not simply by the cover but also with
the content. This is one publication that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing
another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why you
have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Robert Thomas:

You can find this My Name Is Red by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to be
your solve trouble if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by
means of written or printed but also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era just like now,
you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways
to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge
are still upgrade. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

John Moore:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know that
little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book. Many kinds of books that
can you choose to use be your object. One of them is My Name Is Red.
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