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On the Origin of the Species ranks as one of the most important and influential
books ever written, and one that remains as controversial today as upon its initial
publication 150 years ago. Here, eminent biologist and staunch Darwinist
Richard Dawkins narrates his own expertly abridged version of Darwin's
groundbreaking book. In cutting passages that are now proven to be wrong,
mostly those dealing with genetics, Dawkins streamlines the book for modern
tastes while preserving its sound scientific underpinnings. What's truly
remarkable, Dawkins notes, is how much Darwin got right. Remarkable, too, is
the clarity of Darwin's prose, which, while necessarily technical in nature, makes
the scientific basis for his theory of natural selection accessible to laypeople. For
those wavering between creationism and evolution, or for anyone who wants a
better understanding of Darwinism, Dawkins' brilliant reading is the perfect entry
into a book that truly changed the world.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
It's hard to talk about The Origin of Species without making statements that seem overwrought and fulsome.
But it's true: this is indeed one of the most important and influential books ever written, and it is one of the
very few groundbreaking works of science that is truly readable.

To a certain extent it suffers from the Hamlet problem--it's full of clichés! Or what are now clichés, but
which Darwin was the first to pen. Natural selection, variation, the struggle for existence, survival of the
fittest: it's all in here.

Darwin's friend and "bulldog" T.H. Huxley said upon reading the Origin, "How extremely stupid of me not
to have thought of that." Alfred Russel Wallace had thought of the same theory of evolution Darwin did, but
it was Darwin who gathered the mass of supporting evidence--on domestic animals and plants, on variability,
on sexual selection, on dispersal--that swept most scientists before it. It's hardly necessary to mention that the
book is still controversial: Darwin's remark in his conclusion that "Light will be thrown on the origin of man
and his history" is surely the pinnacle of British understatement. --Mary Ellen Curtin

From Publishers Weekly
Starred Review. Originally published in 1859, Darwin's revolutionary idea is revisited in this spirited and
profoundly enthralling reading by Professor Richard Dawkins, who in reading Darwin's material aloud
manages to rediscover old ideas and unearth some dramatic subtleties in his prose. Dawkins offers a well-
pronounced, pitch-perfect delivery and smartly never attempts to turn the reading into a performance from
Darwin's point of view. Instead, Dawkins delivers the material from his own context as a modern-day
interpreter of the classical work. Dawkins also splendidly adapts this abridgment, leaving out sections of
Darwin's original theories that have been discredited by modern science. Dawkins says he believes his
alterations are what Darwin himself would have wished for the recording, and the final result is an absolutely
astounding glimpse into life as we know it. (Aug.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
"Veteran narrator David Case...provides an authentic English accent that suits the material well; his diction is
precise, making his narration easy to follow." ---Library Journal Starred Audio Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anthony Valdez:

This On The Origin of Species (A CSA Word Classic) book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world
is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is definitely information inside this book
incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This
specific On The Origin of Species (A CSA Word Classic) without we recognize teach the one who reading it
become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry On The Origin of Species (A CSA
Word Classic) can bring once you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn into full because
you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This On The Origin of Species (A CSA Word Classic)
having very good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.



Larry Carvajal:

The event that you get from On The Origin of Species (A CSA Word Classic) is a more deep you digging the
information that hide inside the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to comprehend but On The Origin of Species (A CSA Word Classic) giving you thrill feeling of
reading. The author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood through anyone who read the
idea because the author of this book is well-known enough. This book also makes your current vocabulary
increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We propose you for having this On The Origin of Species (A CSA Word Classic) instantly.

Hazel Freese:

This On The Origin of Species (A CSA Word Classic) are usually reliable for you who want to be described
as a successful person, why. The explanation of this On The Origin of Species (A CSA Word Classic) can be
one of the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple examining food but feed anyone
with information that might be will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can
bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this On
The Origin of Species (A CSA Word Classic) giving you an enormous of experience for example rich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it
and revel in reading.

Lois Hernandez:

On The Origin of Species (A CSA Word Classic) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in
vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article writer giving
his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing On The Origin of Species (A CSA
Word Classic) yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm
resource data that maybe you can be among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into new stage
of crucial thinking.
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