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Playing for Real is a problem-based textbook on game theory that has been
widely used at both the undergraduate and graduate levels. This Coursepack
Edition will be particularly useful for teachers new to the subject. It contains only
the material necessary for a course of ten, two-hour lectures plus problem classes
and comes with a disk of teaching aids including pdf files of the author's own
lecture presentations together with two series of weekly exercise sets with
answers and two sample final exams with answers.

There are at least three questions a game theory book might answer: What is
game theory about? How is game theory applied? Why is game theory right?
Playing for Real is perhaps the only book that attempts to answer all three
questions without getting heavily mathematical. Its many problems and examples
are an integral part of its approach. Just as athletes take pleasure in training their
bodies, there is much satisfaction to be found in training one's mind to think in a
way that is simultaneously rational and creative. With all of its puzzles and
paradoxes, game theory provides a magnificent mental gymnasium for this
purpose. It is the author's hope that exercising on the equipment provided by this
Coursepack Edition will bring the reader the same kind of pleasure that it has
brought to so many other students.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Ken Binmore is an outstanding exponent of game theory. His many books are written in a delightfully fresh
and engaging style, as is this one. Enjoy!"--Robert Aumann, Center for the Study of Rationality, The Hebrew
University of Jerusalem, 2005 Nobel Laureate in Economic Sciences

"Delightfully written and thoroughly revised, this long-awaited intellectual child of Ken Binmore's Fun and
Games retains the solid foundation of the original while expanding to cover an impressive array of new
ideas. It stands out among game theory texts in explaining not only how to do game theory, but when and
why to do it. It is the ideal place to learn game theory for the first time or to gain a fresh perspective on ideas
that a career's work have made familiar."--Larry Samuelson, A. Douglas Melamed Professor of Economics,
Yale University

"One of the world's leading game theorists explains the subject with sparkle and wit. He challenges the
reader to think deeply about strategic rationality without becoming esoteric, and shows how the theory
illuminates down-to-earth topics like gambling, auctions, business competition, and game show contests. A
gem of a book written by a master."--Peyton Young, Scott and Barbara Black Professor of Economics, Johns
Hopkins University, and Professor of Economics, University of Oxford

About the Author

Ken Binmore is a mathematician-turned-economist who has devoted his life to the theory of games and its
applications in economics, evolutionary biology, psychology, and moral philosophy. He is well known for
his part in designing the telecom auction that raised $35 billion for the British taxpayer, but his major
research contributions are to the theory of bargaining and its testing in the laboratory. He is a Fellow of the
British Academy and of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. He is the author of 12 books and some
90 research papers. He is Emeritus Professor of Economics at University College London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Charles Killough:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting Playing for Real,
Coursepack Edition: A Text on Game Theory that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied
through reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to



know world considerably better then how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading
routine only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So ,
for every you who want to start examining as your good habit, you may pick Playing for Real, Coursepack
Edition: A Text on Game Theory become your own personal starter.

David Rutherford:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to
you personally is Playing for Real, Coursepack Edition: A Text on Game Theory this reserve consist a lot of
the information with the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how can the world
has grown up. The language styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made
some research when he makes this book. That is why this book appropriate all of you.

Elizabeth Brown:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know
that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by book.
Numerous books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is Playing for Real, Coursepack
Edition: A Text on Game Theory.

Pedro Gonzales:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an
individual. From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book,
new and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open
your book? Or just seeking the Playing for Real, Coursepack Edition: A Text on Game Theory when you
necessary it?
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