SEEING
DIFFERENTLY
AMELIA JONES

Seeing Differently: A History and Theory of
Identification and the Visual Arts

By Amelia Jones

Read Online ©

Seeing Differently: A History and Theory of | dentification and the Visual
Arts By Amelia Jones

Seeing Differently offers a history and theory of ideas about identity in relation
to visual arts discourses and practices in Euro-American culture, from early
modern beliefsthat art is an expression of an individual, the painted image a
"world picture" expressing a comprehensive and coherent point of view, to the
rise of identity politics after WWII in the art world and beyond.

The book is both a history of these ideas (for example, tracing the dominance of a
binary model of self and other from Hegel through classic 1970s identity politics)
and a political response to the common claim in art and popular political
discourse that we are "beyond" or "post-" identity. In challenging this | atter

claim, Seeing Differently critically examines how and why we "identify" works
of art with an expressive subjectivity, noting the impossibility of claiming we are
"post-identity" given the persistence of beliefsin art discourse and broader visual
culture about who the subject "is," and offers a new theory of how to think this
kind of identification in a more thoughtful and self-reflexive way.

Ultimately, Seeing Differently offers a mode of thinking identification as a " queer
feminist durational” process that can never be fully resolved but must be
accounted for in thinking about art and visual culture. Queer feminist
durationality is amode of relational interpretation that affects both "art" and
"interpreter,” potentially making us more aware of how we evaluate and give
value to art and other kinds of visual culture.
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Seeing Differently offers a history and theory of ideas about identity in relation to visual arts discourses and
practices in Euro-American culture, from early modern beliefs that art is an expression of an individual, the
painted image a "world picture" expressing a comprehensive and coherent point of view, to the rise of
identity politics after WWII in the art world and beyond.

The book is both a history of these ideas (for example, tracing the dominance of abinary model of self and
other from Hegel through classic 1970s identity politics) and a political response to the common claim in art
and popular political discourse that we are "beyond" or "post-" identity. In challenging this latter claim,
Seeing Differently critically examines how and why we "identify" works of art with an expressive
subjectivity, noting the impossibility of claiming we are "post-identity" given the persistence of beliefsin art
discourse and broader visual culture about who the subject "is,” and offers a new theory of how to think this
kind of identification in a more thoughtful and self-reflexive way.

Ultimately, Seeing Differently offers a mode of thinking identification as a "queer feminist durational"
process that can never be fully resolved but must be accounted for in thinking about art and visual culture.
Queer feminist durationality isamode of relationa interpretation that affects both "art" and "interpreter,"
potentially making us more aware of how we evaluate and give value to art and other kinds of visual culture.
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Editorial Review
About the Author

Ameélia Jonesis Professor and Grierson Chair in Visual Culture at McGill University in Montréal. Her
recent publications include major essays on Marina Abramovi? (in TDR), on feminist art and curating, and
on performance art histories, as well as the edited volume Feminism and Visual Culture Reader (2003,
2010). Her most recent book is Self/Image: Technology, Representation, and the Contemporary Subject
(2006), will be followed in 2012 and her major volume, Perform Repeat Record: Live Art in History, co-
edited with Adrian Heathfield, is due out in 2011.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Ernest Maguire:

Now aday folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resourcesin
it can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How alot more to be smart in receiving
any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book can help people out
of this uncertainty Information particularly this Seeing Differently: A History and Theory of Identification
and the Visual Arts book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the info in this book
hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

James Robicheaux:

This book untitled Seeing Differently: A History and Theory of Identification and the Visual Artsto be one
of several booksin which best seller in thisyear, that is because when you read this reserve you can get alot
of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retailer or you can order it viaonline.
The publisher of this book sdllsthe e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read
this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Dawn Campbell:

Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or all
their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The
first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to attempt look for book,
may be the e-book untitled Seeing Differently: A History and Theory of Identification and the Visual Arts
can be great book to read. May beit is usually best activity to you.



John Casper:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. Y ou can get it by internet on social media. Y ou can choose
the most beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching fromit. It is
known as of book Seeing Differently: A History and Theory of Identification and the Visual Arts. Y ou can
include your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and
make you actually happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you
from one place to other place.
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