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Long before the tragic events of September 11, 2001, Islamic fundamentalism
was exerting a significant influence in nearly every corner of the world. Bassam
Tibi, a widely recognized expert on Islam and Arab culture, offers an important
and disquieting analysis of this particular synthesis of religion and politics. A
Muslim and descendant of a famous Damascene Islamic scholar family, Tibi sees
Islamic fundamentalism as the result of Islam's confrontation with modernity and
not only--as it is widely believed--economic adversity. The movement is
unprecedented in Islamic history and parallels the inability of Islamic nation-
states to integrate into the new world secular order.

For this updated edition, Tibi has written a new preface and lengthy introduction
addressing Islamic fundamentalism in light of and since September 11.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
In the global fragmentation that has emerged from the end of the Cold War, Islamic fundamentalism
threatens to provoke a "new world disorder," Tibi argues. A professor of international relations at the
University of Gottingen, Germany, Tibi take great pains to point out the differences between Islamic spiritual
faith, which he maintains poses no threat, and Islamic fundamentalism, which he views as a primarily
political response to Western dominance. The fundamentalist revolt, he explains, targets not just Western
political power but Western culture and value as well. Tibi makes a strong and urgent argument that this
rejection of the West contributes to a global balkanization that must be addressed as we enter the 21st
century. Islamic fundamentalism challenges the Western-based notion of a world order of nation-states
because Islam rejects such boundaries and claims its own place as the legitimate organizing force of the
world. Tibi contends that the prevailing approach in international relations of dismissing Islamic rhetoric
because it poses no real military threat to the West misses the point that fundamentalist activists exacerbate
cultural divisions that seriously threaten peace everywhere. No less than a clarion call to address what Tibi
argues are deteriorating world relations before it's too late, this book urges political and religious leaders to
foster cultural and religious tolerance among the world's religions.
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Fundamentalism is generally viewed as a reemergent traditional religion expressing itself in the wider
society through rigid politics. Tibi, a professor of international relations at the University of Gottingen and
the author of several books on modern Arab history and politic, sees Islamic fundamentalism as a modern
totalitarian political movement that makes selective use of popular religious devotion. Explaining that all
major religions can be used for such tight social control, Tibi argues that Islamic fundamentalism, inherently
violent and repressive, creates social disorder and is a sort of communism in ecclesiastical garb. This highly
informed and technical work, aimed at historians and political scientists, rewards careful study.
Recommended for academic libraries and public libraries with substantial collections in religion or modern
politics.?James F. DeRoche, Alexandria, VA
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"[Tibi] expresses empathy for those Muslims struggling against despotic states at home and against Western
hegemony from abroad. . . . All should relish chapters seven through nine, where he introduces the ideas of
representative Muslim fundamentalists and exposes in cogent critiques their ahistorical and often tautological
approaches."--"Foreign Affairs

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Teresa Howard:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the



problems coming to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Challenge of
Fundamentalism: Political Islam and the New World Disorder is our recommendation to cause you to keep
up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Cassie Merritt:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying The Challenge of Fundamentalism:
Political Islam and the New World Disorder that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply by
reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world
a great deal better then how they react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading addiction
only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you
who want to start studying as your good habit, you are able to pick The Challenge of Fundamentalism:
Political Islam and the New World Disorder become your own personal starter.

Frank Bullard:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for your requirements is The Challenge of Fundamentalism: Political Islam and the New
World Disorder this e-book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This kind
of book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer make usage of
to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That is
why this book acceptable all of you.

Ethelyn Allen:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the books in
the top record in your reading list is The Challenge of Fundamentalism: Political Islam and the New World
Disorder. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning into precious
person. By looking upward and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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