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Andrew George's " masterly new trandation” (The Times) of theworld's
first truly great work of literature

Miraculously preserved on clay tablets dating back as much as four thousand
years, the poem of Gilgamesh, king of Uruk, isthe world's oldest epic, predating
Homer by many centuries. The story tells of Gilgamesh’s adventures with the
wild man Enkidu, and of his arduous journey to the ends of the earth in quest of
the Babylonian Noah and the secret of immortality. Alongside its themes of
family, friendship and the duties of kings, the Epic of Gilgamesh is, above all,
about mankind’s eternal struggle with the fear of death.

The Babylonian version has been known for over a century, but linguists are still
deciphering new fragments in Akkadian and Sumerian. Andrew George's
gripping trangd ation brilliantly combines these into a fluent narrative and will
long rank as the definitive English Gilgamesh.

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic
literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin
Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and
across genres and disciplines. Readerstrust the seriesto provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and
contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning
tranglators.
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Andrew George's" masterly new trandation” (The Times) of theworld'sfirst truly great work of
literature

Miraculously preserved on clay tablets dating back as much as four thousand years, the poem of Gilgamesh,
king of Uruk, isthe world's oldest epic, predating Homer by many centuries. The story tells of Gilgamesh's
adventures with the wild man Enkidu, and of his arduous journey to the ends of the earth in quest of the
Babylonian Noah and the secret of immortality. Alongside its themes of family, friendship and the duties of
kings, the Epic of Gilgamesh is, above all, about mankind' s eternal struggle with the fear of death.

The Babylonian version has been known for over a century, but linguists are still deciphering new fragments
in Akkadian and Sumerian. Andrew George' s gripping trandation brilliantly combines these into a fluent
narrative and will long rank as the definitive English Gilgamesh.

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-
speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best
works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as
up-to-date trandations by award-winning transators.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Andrew George has skillfully bridged the chasm between a scholarly re-edition and a popular work”
—L ondon Review of Books

“Humankind’ sfirst literary achievement...Gilgamesh should compel us as the well-spring of which we are
inheritors...Andrew George provides an excellent critical and historical introduction.”
—Paul Binding, Independent on Sunday

“This volume will endure as one of the milestones markers...[George] expertly and easily conducts his
readers on adelightful and moving epic journey.”
—Samuel A. Meier, Times Literary Supplement

“Appeaingly presented and very readably trandlated...it still comes as an exhilarating surprise to find the
actions and emations of the Sumerian superhero coming to us with absolute immediacy over 30-odd
centuries.

—Scotsman

“Andrew George has formed an English text from the best of the tablets, differentiating his complex sources
but allowing the general reader a clear run at one of the first enduring stories ever told.”
—Peter Stothard, The Times

“An exemplary combination of scholarship and lucidity...very impressive...invaluable as a convenient guide
to all the different strands which came together to produce the work we now call Gilgamesh.”
—Alan Wall, Literary Review

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)

About the Author

Andrew George is Professor of Babylonian at SOAS (the School of Oriental and African Studies) in London.
His research has taken him many timesto Iraq to visit Babylon and other ancient sites, and to museumsin
Baghdad, Europe and North Americato read the original clay tablets on which the scribes of ancient Irag
wrote.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
DavisMiller:

This The Epic of Gilgamesh (Penguin Classics) book is ssmply not ordinary book, you have after that it the
world isin your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book will be information inside this reserve
incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you actually read alot of information you will
get. Thiskind of The Epic of Gilgamesh (Penguin Classics) without we comprehend teach the one who
reading through it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't always be worry The Epic of



Gilgamesh (Penguin Classics) can bring once you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' come to
be full because you can have it within your lovely |aptop even phone. This The Epic of Gilgamesh (Penguin
Classics) having excellent arrangement in word and layout, so you will not experience uninterested in
reading.

Her man Néelson:

The event that you get from The Epic of Gilgamesh (Penguin Classics) will be the more deep you searching
the information that hide within the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that
this book is hard to comprehend but The Epic of Gilgamesh (Penguin Classics) giving you buzz feeling of
reading. The copy writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by means of anyone who
read the idea because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this The Epic of Gilgamesh (Penguin
Classics) instantly.

Kimberly Kiser:

Typically the book The Epic of Gilgamesh (Penguin Classics) has alot info on it. So when you check out
this book you can get alot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. The author makes
some research before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can get the point easily after
reading this article book.

John Almanzar:

Y ou could spend your free time to study this book this publication. This The Epic of Gilgamesh (Penguin
Classics) issimple to create you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you
did not include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you
simpler to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. And so there are alot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.
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