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“ A tour-de-forcereimagining of Camus's The Stranger, from the point of
view of the mute Arab victims.” —The New Yorker

Hewasthebrother of “the Arab” killed by theinfamous M eur sault, the
antihero of Camus's classic novel. Seventy years after that event, Harun,
who has lived since childhood in the shadow of hissibling’s memory, refuses
to let him remain anonymous: he gives hisbrother a story and a

name—M usa—and describesthe eventsthat led to Musa's casual murder on
a dazzlingly sunny beach.

In abar in Oran, night after night, he ruminates on hissolitude, on his
broken heart, on hisanger with men desperate for a god, and on hisdisarray
when faced with a country that has so disappointed him. A stranger among
his own people, he wantsto be granted, finally, theright to die.

The Stranger is of course central to Daoud’s story, in which he both endor ses
and criticizes one of the most famous novelsin theworld. A worthy
complement to its great predecessor, The Meursault Investigation is not only
a profound meditation on Arab identity and the disastrous effects of
colonialism in Algeria, but also a stunning work of literaturein itsown

right, told in aunique and affecting voice.
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“A tour-de-forcereimagining of Camus's The Stranger, from the point of view of the mute Arab
victims.” —The New Yorker

Hewasthebrother of “the Arab” killed by theinfamous M eur sault, the antihero of Camus's classic
novel. Seventy year s after that event, Harun, who haslived since childhood in the shadow of his
sibling’s memory, refusesto let him remain anonymous. he gives hisbrother a story and a
name—Musa—and describesthe eventsthat led to Musa’s casual murder on a dazzlingly sunny
beach.

In abar in Oran, night after night, he ruminates on his solitude, on his broken heart, on hisanger with
men desperate for a god, and on hisdisarray when faced with a country that has so disappointed him.
A stranger among his own people, he wantsto be granted, finally, theright to die.

The Stranger is of course central to Daoud’s story, in which he both endor ses and criticizes one of the
most famous novelsin the world. A worthy complement to its great predecessor, The Meursault
Investigation isnot only a profound meditation on Arab identity and the disastrous effects of
colonialism in Algeria, but also a stunning work of literaturein itsown right, told in a unique and
affecting voice.
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Editorial Review
Review

A New York Times Notable Book of 2015 — Michiko Kakutani, The Top Books of 2015, New York
Times— TIME Magazine Top Ten Books of 2015 — Publishers Weekly Best Books of the
Year — Financial Times Best Books of the Y ear

"[A] rich and inventive new novel...so convincing and so satisfying that we no longer think of the
original story asthetruth, but rather cometo question it...[a] letter of loverebellion and despair for
Algeria." —The New York Times Book Review

“Nothing...prepared mefor [Daoud’s] first novel, The Meursault | nvestigation, a thrilling retelling of
Albert Camus's 1942 classic, The Stranger, from the per spective of the brother of the Arab killed by
Meursault, Camus s antihero. The novel...not only breathes new lifeinto The Stranger; it also offersa
bracing critique of postcolonial Algeria... The premiseisingenious. that The Stranger, about the
murder of an unnamed Arab on an Algiersbeach, wasatrue story...Meursault islessa critique of The
Stranger than its postcolonial sequel.” —The New York Times Magazine

"[A] stunning debut novel...[A]n intricately layered tale that not only makes usreassess Camus's
novel but also nudges usinto a contemplation of Algeria’shistory and current religious palitics;
colonialism and postcolonialism; and the ways in which language and per spective can radically alter a
seemingly simple story and the social and philosophical shadowsit casts backward and

forward.” —Michiko Kakutani, The New York Times

“A tour-de-force reimagining of Camus's The Stranger, from the point of view of the mute Arab
victims.” —The New Yorker

“[A] retelling of Albert Camus's classic The Stranger from an Algerian per spective...[this] debut novel
reaped glowing inter national reviews, literary honors, and then, suddenly, demands for [Daoud’ s
public execution.” —New York Times

“Daoud has said that hisnovel isan homage to Albert Camus's The Stranger, but it readsmorelikea
rebuke...Where Camus' s godless proseis coolly mathematical in itsratio of wordsto meaning,

Daoud’ swork conducts waves of warmth. The sand and the sea and the sky and the stars, which, for
Camus, seem to negate liferather than affirm it, are, for Daoud, vital witnesses and participantsin his
existence.” —NewY orker.com

" Kamel Daoud'sremarkable debut novel isn't ssmply a postcolonial reimagining but an allegory of his
own country and time...[The M eursault Investigation] hasthe magnetism of itsforebear, but its
themes of voicelessness and vengeance feel utterly present-day." —Vogue

“[A] scor ching debut novel that is sureto become an essential companion to Camus's

master piece...The Meursault I nvestigation...is a biting, profound responseto French colonialism. It is
also a lamentation for a modern Algeria gripped by pious fundamentalism...The book’s brilliance lies
in the gradual way Mr. Daoud reveals Harun to be a perfect mirror: thetragic double of

Meur sault/Camus... Daoud’s proseis propulsive and charged. The pages glitter with memorable



phrases. Thisbrave book isa vertiginousresponseto a century of trauma.” —The Economist

“[A] mesmerizing first novel...The Meursault | nvestigation has an inescapable topical resonance, given
therole played by palitical Islam in Algeriain recent times...an absorbing, independent story and a
shrewd critique of a country trapped in history’stimewarp.” —The Wall Street Journal

" Daoud neither rejects Camus and his colonial legacy outright nor accepts hiswork uncritically. His
resulting meditations arerich and thought-provoking, both for Algerian and for Western
readers."” —The New York Review of Books

"Morethan a merereimagining of the primary text, The Meursault I nvestigation is layered with
allusionsto Camus'slife and his other work." —The Washington Post

" Daoud's book stands Camus on his head...What makes Daoud's book so good isthat, steeped in
independent thinking, it offersan illuminating, if controversial portrait of today's Algeria." —Fresh
Air, NPR

“Give Kamel Daoud credit for audacity. In hisdebut novel, The Meursault | nvestigation, the Algerian
journalist goes head-to-head with a pillar of 20th century literature...The true measure of the
novel...isthat Daoud realizes critiqueis not enough...the power—and, yes, the beauty—of The
Meursault I nvestigation isthat it moves...to an unexpected integration in which we recognize that for
all theintractable divides of faith or nationality, our humanity remains (how can it not?) essentially
thesame.” —The Los Angeles Times

" Provocative..What beginsas areproach to The Stranger for mar ginalizing 'the second most
important character in the book' becomes a lament for Algeria'slong battle for independence, fir st
from French colonists and subsequently from authoritarian Islamism.” —NPR

"Remarkable...[Kamel Daoud's] coreideais of startling ingenuity...Daoud...takes Albert Camus's
classic novel, The Stranger—or mor e precisely the 'majestically nonchalant' murder of an Arab at the
heart of it—and turnsthat Arab into a human being rather than the voiceless, characterless, nameless
object of a'philosophical crime' by a Frenchman called Meursault on an Algiers beach 20 year s before
the culmination of Algeria’sbrutal war of independence." —The International New York Times

"With The Meursault I nvestigation, [Kamel] Daoud has achieved the near impossible: aretelling of a
classic that consistently measuresup.” —San Francisco Gate

" For itsincandescence, its precision of phrase and description, and its cross-cultural
significance, The Meursault I nvestigation is an instant classic." —The Guardian (UK)

"[Kamel] Daoud'sbook is energetic and garrulous...he hastaken a western classic and used it to
illuminate the Algerian mind." —The Sunday Times (UK)

"The Meursault I nvestigation isa subversiveretelling of Albert Camus's The Outsider...but thereisfar
mor e to hisbook than a clever deconstruction of a canonical novel...[it iS] a penetrating inquiry into
lossitself...It isatestament to Daoud’ s subtle, profound talent that his story worksboth asa noveistic
response to Camus and as a highly original story in its own right. The Meursault I nvestigation is
perhapsthe most important novel to emerge out of the Middle East in recent memory, and its
concerns could not be moreimmediate. " —Financial Times



"In just 160 spar e pages, Daoud recounts-and challenges—not only the original narrative of Meursualt,
the anti-hero created by Camus, but through bestowing a name, family, legacy, to a forgotten victim,
he sharply deconstructsthe troubled decades of French-Algerian history, exploresthe erasur e of
identity and the legacy of colonialism, examinesthe consequences of violent independence and the
ensuing, ongoing reconstruction of a national identity. To begin to understand all that is surely worth
an investment of just a few hoursof reading." —The Christian Science Monitor

"In...The Meursault I nvestigation, Mr. Daoud corrects, or 'writesback,' to Camus' [The Stranger] from
the point of view of the dead Arab’sbrother... The Meursault I nvestigation invokes the language,
images and plot of The Stranger and adaptsthem to the Algerian context...Mr. Daoud’swritingislike
alivewireflowing with anger. It sparksfresh insights, raisesimportant questions about the links
between literature and politics, and challenges usto view the literary past and political present in new
ways.” —The Pittsburgh Post Gazette

" Quirky—and compelling—it isa meditation by turns passionate, cynical, and angry on power,
freedom, and theindifference of the universe." —Philly.com

“In the hands of Algerian journalist Kamel Daoud, The Stranger has become the springboard for
another novel that serves as both homage and rebuketo Camus masterpiece...lt isabrilliant,
infinitely rich tour deforce of theimagination that never mentions Camus by name but gives

Meur sault’svictim not only a name-Musa—but a history, a family and a would-be future...Its
originality of vision carriesthe book a long way toward mastery of itsform... The Meursault
Investigation stirs our imagination, showing that literary classics are never finished." —The Wichita
Eagle

“Humor eruptsin The Meursault I nvestigation every timethereistragedy, and thisrecipefor the
Algerian absurd gives Daoud’sbook itsliterary sting...For Daoud, the novel isabove all an
opportunity to engage with the legacy of Algerian independence, half a century old, and to ask what
the country has made of itsliberation. Daoud turnsthe novel into an aesthetic platform for his
particular sense of the Algerian absurd: the tyranny of official religion and an asphyxiating national
history.” —The Nation

" Camus's The Stranger isvividly reimagined in Daoud’sintensely atmospheric novel...readerswill be
captivated." —Publishers Weekly (Starred review)

"The nameless Arab victim of Albert Camus's The Stranger receives a biography and a namein
thisthoughtful, controversial rejoinder from the other side of the colonial question...Fiction with a
strong mor al edge, offering a Rashomon-like response to a classic novel." —Kirkus Reviews

" [A] blazing, brilliantly conceived debut novel...An eye-opening, humbling read, splendid whether or
not you know and love the original." —Library Journal

“In The Meursault I nvestigation, Kamel Daoud takesusto aterritory that isclearly hisown. | loved
the unexpected depth to the restorative natur e of the text, which enthrallsthe readersall the more,
especially when they are familiar with Albert Camus' s The Stranger. It isawonderful novel and |
enjoyed reading it.” —Nuruddin Far ah, award-winning author of Hiding in Plain Sight

“A superb novel...In thefuture, The Stranger and The Meursault I nvestigation will be read side by
side.” —LeMondedeslivres



“Very beautiful writing, original, located between suppressed anger and bursts of elation.” —Les
Echos

“A breathtaking and effectively realized novel. The Stranger becomes a palindrome... The Meursault
I nvestigation approachestheincredible, in that it rever sesthe per spective and point of view not
without an emphatic fer ociousness, all while playing with the prose and per spective of The Stranger.”
—LaCroix

“A remarkable homage toitsmodel.” —Le Nouvel observateur

“Anintenseand surprising story.” —La Montagne

About the Author

Kamel Daoud isan Algerian journalist based in Oran, where he writes for the Quotidien d' Oran—the third
largest French-language Algerian newspaper. He contributes aweekly column to Le Point, and his articles
have appeared in Libération, Le Monde, Courrier International, and are regularly reprinted around the
world. A finalist for the Prix Goncourt, The Meursault Investigation won the Prix Frangois Mauriac and the
Prix des Cing-Continents de la francophonie. International rights to the novel have been sold in twenty
countries. A dramatic adaptation of The Meursault Investigation will be performed at the 2015 Festival
d’Avignon, and afeature film is slated for release in 2017.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
Mama's till alive today.

She doesn’t say anything now, but there are many tales she could tell. Unlike me: I’ ve rehashed this story in
my head so often, | aimost can’t remember it anymore.

| mean, it goes back more than half a century. It happened, and everyone talked about it. People still do, but
they mention only one dead man, they feel no compunction about doing that, even though there were two of
them, two dead men. Y es, two. Why does the other one get |eft out? Well, the original guy was such a good
storyteller, he managed to make people forget his crime, whereas the other one was a poor illiterate created
by God only, it seems, to take a bullet and return to dust—an anonymous person who didn’t even have the
time to be given aname.

I'll tell you this up front: the other dead man, the murder victim, was my brother. There' s nothing left of him.
There’ sonly me, left to speak in his place, sitting in this bar, waiting for condolences no one’s ever going to
offer me. Laugh if you want, but thisis more or lessmy mission: | peddle offstage silence, trying to sell my
story while the theater empties out. As amatter of fact, that’s the reason why |’ ve learned to speak this
language, and to write it too: so | can speak in the place of a dead man, so | can finish his sentences for him.
The murderer has become famous, and his story’ stoo well written for me to get any ideas about imitating
him. He wrote in his own language. Therefore I’m going to do what was done in this country after
Independence: I'm going to take the stones from the old houses the colonists |eft behind, remove them one
by one, and build my own house, my own language.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Thomas Depew:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book The Meursault Investigation. Y ou can choose the best
book if you like reading a book. Provided that we know about how isimportant a new book The Meursault
Investigation. Y ou can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely
right, since from book you can realize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be
known. About simple issue until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book
or perhaps searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to
thelibrary. Let's read.

Stephen Radl:

This The Meursault Investigation is great e-book for you because the content that is certainly full of
information for you who also always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This particular
book reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can claim no rambling sentences included. So if
you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole datain it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight
forward sentences but difficult core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having The Meursault
Investigation in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, datain it is not ridiculous asingle. We can
say that no publication that offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So , it
is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?

Peggy Mitchum:

Y ou could spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This The Meursault Investigation is simple to
create you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have got much space to
bring the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. Y ou can save
typically the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are alot of benefits that you will get when you
buy this book.

Richard Oneal:

That guide can make you to feel relax. Thiskind of book The Meursault Investigation was colourful and of
course has pictures on the website. Aswe know that book The Meursault Investigation has many kinds or
type. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and feel that you
are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel
happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that will.
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