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The Ninth was strong
and fought with might,
But lone Orannis
was put out of the light,
Broken in two
and buried under hill,
Forever to lie there,
wishing us ill.

So says the song. But Orannis, the Destroyer, is no longer buried under hill. It
has been freed from its subterranean prison and now seeks to escape the silver
hemispheres, the final barrier to the unleashing of its terrible powers.

Only Lirael, newly come into her inheritance as the Abhorsen-in-Waiting, has
any chance of stopping the Destroyer. She and her companions -- Sam, the
Disreputable Dog, and Mogget -- have to take that chance. For the Destroyer is
the enemy of all Life, and it must be stopped, though Lirael does not know how.

To make matters worse, Sam's best friend, Nick, is helping the Destroyer, as are
the necromancer Hedge and the Greater Dead Chlorr, and there has been no word
from the Abhorsen Sabriel or King Touchstone.

Everything depends upon Lirael. A heavy, perhaps even impossible burden for a
young woman who just days ago was merely a Second Assistant Librarian. With
only a vision from the Clayr to guide her, and the rather mixed help of her
companions, Lirael must search in both Life and Death for some means to defeat
the Destroyer.

Before it is too late. . . .
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
An explosive prologue sets the stage for Nix's riveting continuation of the story begun in Sabriel and Lirael.
While newcomers might find the intricate plotting and the rituals of the Charter Magic off-putting at first,
Nix rewards their efforts. Returning characters Lirael, former Second Assistant Librarian of the Clayr and
now an Abhorsen-in-Waiting (the Abhorsen's "birthright and charge [is] to maintain the borders of Life and
Death"), and her nephew, Prince Sameth, along with Disreputable Dog and the mysterious white cat,
Mogget, are ensorcelled in the Abhorsen House by a Dead creature, Chlorr of the Mask, who is in league
with the evil necromancer Hedge. They break out to try and rescue Sam's old friend, Nicholas Sayre, who
has been tricked by Hedge into digging up Orannis, the Destroyer; if Hedge's plan succeeds, the evil now
contained by two separate hemispheres will join and annihilate all life. The grotesque imagery of the Death
realm provides a haunting note, which Nix offsets by the brightness of the main characters' quest to defeat
the Destroyer. At once an allegory regarding war and peace and a testament to friendship, this thought-
provoking fantasy also resolves the true identities of the popular Dog and Mogget characters-and suggests
that Nix may still have more tricks up his sleeve. Ages 12-up.
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Grade 7 Up-Garth Nix's trilogy comes to a dramatic and apocalyptic close, with all the clever plot twists and
inventive voicings by Tim Curry that made Sabriel and Lirael (both 2002) award winners. In this segment,
both Sabriel and Lirael, the latter now elevated to the powerful rank of Abhorsen (a kind of magician) in
Nix's parallel world, have important roles-but so do Sabriel's son Sam, Mog the cat, and a ubiquitous and
charming creature known affectionately as the "disreputable dog." Nix's imagined world seems to be situated
near the time of our own turn from 19th to 20th century, the perfect backdrop for a classic theme, played out
refreshingly within this story: the perils and the promises of technology. Magic, the antithesis of human
ingenuity, flows both for the good and against it. The forces of evil are able to swell the ranks of their army
through the recycling of dead folks into almost-invulnerable foot soldiers. Besides death and the good vs evil
struggle, another folk motif brought into focus here is that of friendship: Sam's lifelong friend, Nicholas,
literally must lay down his life in the course of the action. Abhorsen is an excellent denouement for a fantasy
that is both literary and popularly accessible. Out loud, the powers of this future classic are intensified,
especially through Curry's inspired dramatization.
Francisca Goldsmith, Berkeley Public Library, CA
Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Gr. 7-12. Although Lirael (2001) begins years after events in Sabriel (1996), Abhorsen picks up right where
Lirael left off, as Lirael and Sameth, the son of the Abhorsen Sabriel, continue their battle to contain the
long-imprisoned Destroyer. It's a hardscrabble battle against the forces of the dead, which have been
assembled by the sinister necromancer Hedge, and once again Disreputable Dog and Mogget (the elemental
in the form of a cat), play major roles, as does Sameth's good friend Nick, who is forced into the service of
the Destroyer. Lirael, the Abhorsen-in-Waiting, must traverse the dangerous Gates of Death to discover how
the Destroyer was defeated in the beginning, so that the process can be repeated in the present. The tension
throughout the story is palatable, and despite a solid, satisfying conclusion, Nix leaves himself a bit of room
to revisit his intricately designed universe--a course followed by many writers of book sets that are first
envisioned as fantasy trilogies. Sally Estes
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mandy Conway:

This book untitled Abhorsen (Old Kingdom) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, here is
because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy that book in the
book retailer or you can order it through online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you
more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for
your requirements to past this book from your list.

Earnest Jennings:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or their
friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read any book. It
is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day every day to reading a
book. The book Abhorsen (Old Kingdom) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people who
recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to
develop this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The
price is not too costly but this book offers high quality.

James Lightle:

Beside this specific Abhorsen (Old Kingdom) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get nearer
to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh in the
oven so don't become worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have
Abhorsen (Old Kingdom) because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you
oftentimes have book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have
this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book in addition to read it from now!

Clifford Harris:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and soul or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Abhorsen (Old Kingdom) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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