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Annie John is a haunting and provocative story of a young girl growing up on the
island of Antigua. A classic coming-of-age story in the tradition of The Catcher
in the Rye and A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man, Kincaid's novel focuses
on a universal, tragic, and often comic theme: the loss of childhood. Annie's
voice?urgent, demanding to be heard?is one that will not soon be forgotten by
readers.

An adored only child, Annie has until recently lived an idyllic life. She is
inseparable from her beautiful mother, a powerful presence, who is the very
center of the little girl's existence. Loved and cherished, Annie grows and thrives
within her mother's benign shadow. Looking back on her childhood, she reflects,
"It was in such a paradise that I lived." When she turns twelve, however, Annie's
life changes, in ways that are often mysterious to her. She begins to question the
cultural assumptions of her island world; at school she instinctively rebels against
authority; and most frighteningly, her mother, seeing Annie as a "young lady,"
ceases to be the source of unconditional adoration and takes on the new and
unfamiliar guise of adversary. At the end of her school years, Annie decides to
leave Antigua and her family, but not without a measure of sorrow, especially for
the mother she once knew and never ceases to mourn. "For I could not be sure,"
she reflects, "whether for the rest of my life I would be able to tell when it was
really my mother and when it was really her shadow standing between me and
the rest of the world."
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Annie John is a haunting and provocative story of a young girl growing up on the island of Antigua. A
classic coming-of-age story in the tradition of The Catcher in the Rye and A Portrait of the Artist as a Young
Man, Kincaid's novel focuses on a universal, tragic, and often comic theme: the loss of childhood. Annie's
voice?urgent, demanding to be heard?is one that will not soon be forgotten by readers.

An adored only child, Annie has until recently lived an idyllic life. She is inseparable from her beautiful
mother, a powerful presence, who is the very center of the little girl's existence. Loved and cherished, Annie
grows and thrives within her mother's benign shadow. Looking back on her childhood, she reflects, "It was in
such a paradise that I lived." When she turns twelve, however, Annie's life changes, in ways that are often
mysterious to her. She begins to question the cultural assumptions of her island world; at school she
instinctively rebels against authority; and most frighteningly, her mother, seeing Annie as a "young lady,"
ceases to be the source of unconditional adoration and takes on the new and unfamiliar guise of adversary. At
the end of her school years, Annie decides to leave Antigua and her family, but not without a measure of
sorrow, especially for the mother she once knew and never ceases to mourn. "For I could not be sure," she
reflects, "whether for the rest of my life I would be able to tell when it was really my mother and when it was
really her shadow standing between me and the rest of the world."
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Jamaica Kincaid beautifully delineates hatred and fear, because she knows they are often a step away from
love and obsession. At the start of Annie John, her 10-year-old heroine is engulfed in family happiness and
safety. Though Annie loves her father, she is all eyes for her mother. When she is almost 12, however, the
idyll ends and she falls into deep disfavor. This inexplicable loss mars both lives, as each grows adept at
public falsity and silent betrayal. The pattern is set, and extended: "And now I started a new series of
betrayals of people and things I would have sworn only minutes before to die for." In front of Annie's father
and the world, "We were politeness and kindness and love and laughter." Alone they are linked in loathing.
Annie tries to imagine herself as someone in a book--an orphan or a girl with a wicked stepmother. The
trouble is, she finds, those characters' lives always end happily. Luckily for us, though not perhaps for her
alter ego, Kincaid is too truthful a writer to provide such a finale.

Review

“So touching and familiar it could be happening to any of us . . . and that's exactly the book's strength, its
wisdom, its truth.” ?The New York Times Book Review

“So neon-bright that the traditional story of a young girl's passage into adolescence takes on a shimmering
strangeness.” ?Elaine Kendall, The Los Angeles Times

About the Author

Jamaica Kincaid's books include At the Bottom of the River, Annie John, A Small Place, Lucy, The
Autobiography of My Mother, My Brother, and, most recently, Mr. Potter. She lives in Vermont.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Owen Bourne:

Here thing why this specific Annie John: A Novel are different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading
through a book is good however it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delicious as
food or not. Annie John: A Novel giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any
publication out there but there is no guide that similar with Annie John: A Novel. It gives you thrill reading
through journey, its open up your eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is possibly can be
happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your technique
home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Annie John: A
Novel in e-book can be your substitute.

Tara Gamboa:

The experience that you get from Annie John: A Novel may be the more deep you rooting the information



that hide into the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
comprehend but Annie John: A Novel giving you joy feeling of reading. The article author conveys their
point in particular way that can be understood by means of anyone who read that because the author of this
book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore
easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for
having that Annie John: A Novel instantly.

Richard Broderick:

This Annie John: A Novel is fresh way for you who has interest to look for some information as it relief your
hunger associated with. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still
having little bit of digest in reading this Annie John: A Novel can be the light food for you personally
because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books create itself
in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book application form. People who think
that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is not any in reading
a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't
miss the item! Just read this e-book type for your better life as well as knowledge.

Margaret Jackson:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but additionally novel and Annie John: A Novel or others sources were
given understanding for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and more.
Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those books are helping them to add
their knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Annie John: A Novel to
make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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