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An eye-opening investigation of charismatic "gurus" from Jesus to Freud to
David Koresh, by the author of "Solitude: A Return to the Self". In "Feet of
Clay", eminent psychologist Anthony Storr uncovers the personality traits that
link these men and explores the incredible power they have wielded over their
fanatical followers. 11 photos.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Every generation has its charismatic spiritual leaders, its gurus. Some are true saints while others conceal
unspeakable depravity. Anthony Storr, Oxford professor of psychiatry, analyzes an interesting array of gurus
and finds many commonalities among them--an isolated childhood, a need for certainty, a demand for
obedience. He also elucidates aspects of this psychological profile in various intellectual, artistic, and
political figures of history. This eye-opening book invokes a larger issue: in our search for guidance and
truth, when and why do we cross the line from reasoned inquirer to unquestioning follower?

From Publishers Weekly
"The wisest men follow their own direction and listen to no prophet guiding them," wrote Euripedes. Storr
(Music and the Mind), a psychiatrist, uses this ancient caution as the epigraph to a fascinating yet frustrating
investigation into the appeal of guru figures. He analyzes the lives and works of the destructive, unbalanced
cult leaders Jim Jones and David Koresh, and he uses their symptoms?isolation, narcissism, paranoid
delusion?to take the measure of other, generally more respected, "gurus," including Gurdjieff, Freud, Jung,
Rudolf Steiner, Rajneesh, St. Ignatius, even Jesus. While insisting that none of these latter can be described
as insane, Storr considers their authoritarian certainty an ominous sign. Stressing that there can be a charisma
based on goodness and genuine devotion to truth rather than on the power of personality, Storr warns against
teachers who claim to know what he judges no single person can know: "No one knows in the sense that
Gurdjieff or Rajneesh or Jung believed that they knew and were supposed to know by their disciples." But
Storr's elegantly written account is tarnished by his own unacknowledged authoritarianism. He never
entertains the notion that there may be states of consciousness?states of knowing?that exceed customary
bounds, so that a strange cosmology like Gurdjieff's might be understood not as a paranoid delusion or mere
belief, but as a challenge to habitual modes of perception and cogitation that is composed with a
clockmaker's care.
Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Storr (Music and the Mind, LJ 10/15/92), a former lecturer in clinical psychiatry at Oxford University,
considers the minds, motives, and missions of seven influential thinkers: Freud, Jung, Rudolf Steiner,
Gurdjieff, Bhagwan Rajneesh, Ignatius of Loyola, and Jesus of Nazareth. True to his training, Storr closely
considers the family background; transcending clinical psychiatry, he finds meaning in the message of each
thinker. Storr's earlier Solitude (LJ 8/88) showed how artists such as Beatrix Potter, Beethoven, and Kafka
found stability and truth in their work despite disconnection from other humans; Feet of Clay, in contrast,
shows how "gurus" depend upon other humans for devotion and obedience. The title, however, is somewhat
misleading, since Storr finds a core of value and truth in even those (e.g., Gurdjieff) whom he labels
"confidence tricksters" and those (e.g., Rajneesh) who eventually rotted from adulation and drugs. Storr's
work is a rich, thoughtful, well-documented, and accessible work, easily recommended for most academic
and larger public libraries.?Bill Piekarski, Southwestern Coll. Lib., Chula Vista, Cal.
Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Deborah Brantley:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting
problem; you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Feet Of Clay. Try to make the book Feet
Of Clay as your close friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you really feel alone and beside
associated with course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes
you more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we should make new
experience and knowledge with this book.

Fabiola Stewart:

The knowledge that you get from Feet Of Clay is the more deep you digging the information that hide within
the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but
Feet Of Clay giving you joy feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in a number of way
that can be understood through anyone who read this because the author of this publication is well-known
enough. That book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go with
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having that Feet Of Clay instantly.

Charles Davis:

Typically the book Feet Of Clay will bring someone to the new experience of reading a new book. The
author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to study, this book very
appropriate to you. The book Feet Of Clay is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-
book from the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Pat Tran:

The guide untitled Feet Of Clay is the reserve that recommended to you you just read. You can see the
quality of the publication content that will be shown to you actually. The language that author use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of research
when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also can
get the e-book of Feet Of Clay from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.
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