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The beauty of Soviet brutalism: A photographic record of 90 weird and
wonder ful buildings from the last decades of the USSR

Photographer Frédéric Chaubin reveals 90 buildings sited in fourteen former
Soviet Republics which express what he considers to be the fourth age of Soviet
architecture. His poetic pictures reveal an unexpected rebirth of imagination, an
unknown burgeoning that took place from 1970 until 1990. Contrary to the
1920s and 1950s, no “school” or main trend emerges here. These buildings
represent a chaotic impulse brought about by a decaying system. Their diversity
announced the end of the Soviet Union.

Taking advantage of the collapsing monolithic structure, the holesin the
widening net, ar chitects went far beyond moder nism, going back to the roots
or freely innovating. Some of the daring ones completed projects that the
Constructivists would have dreamt of (Druzhba Sanatorium, Y alta), others
expressed their imagination in an expressionist way (Palace of Weddings,
Thilisi). A summer camp, inspired by sketches of a prototype lunar base, lays
claim to Suprematist influence (Prometheus youth camp, Bogatyr). Then comes
the "speaking architecture" widespread in the last years of the USSR: a
crematorium adorned with concrete flames (Crematorium, Kiev), atechnological
institute with a flying saucer crashed on the roof (Institute of Scientific Research,
Kiev), apoalitical center watching you like Big Brother (House of Soviets,
Kaliningrad). This puzzle of stylestestifiesto all the ideological dreams of the
period, from the obsession with the cosmos to the rebirth of identity. It al'so
outlines the geography of the USSR, showing how local influences made their
exotic twists before the country was brought to its end.

Frédéric Chaubin’s Cosmic Communist Constructions Photographed was
elected best book on architecture of the year 2010 by the International
Artbook and Film Festival in Perpignan/France (Festival International du
Livred'Art & du Film Perpignan).
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The beauty of Soviet brutalism: A photographic record of 90 weird and wonderful buildings from the
last decades of the USSR

Photographer Frédéric Chaubin reveals 90 buildings sited in fourteen former Soviet Republics which
express what he considers to be the fourth age of Soviet architecture. His poetic pictures reveal an
unexpected rebirth of imagination, an unknown burgeoning that took place from 1970 until 1990. Contrary
to the 1920s and 1950s, no “school” or main trend emerges here. These buildings represent a chaotic impulse
brought about by a decaying system. Their diversity announced the end of the Soviet Union.

Taking advantage of the collapsing monalithic structure, the holes in the widening net, ar chitects went far
beyond moder nism, going back to the roots or freely innovating. Some of the daring ones completed
projects that the Constructivists would have dreamt of (Druzhba Sanatorium, Y alta), others expressed their
imagination in an expressionist way (Palace of Weddings, Thilisi). A summer camp, inspired by sketches of
aprototype lunar base, lays claim to Suprematist influence (Prometheus youth camp, Bogatyr). Then comes
the "speaking architecture” widespread in the last years of the USSR: a crematorium adorned with concrete
flames (Crematorium, Kiev), atechnological institute with aflying saucer crashed on the roof (Institute of
Scientific Research, Kiev), apolitical center watching you like Big Brother (House of Soviets, Kaliningrad).
This puzzle of stylestestifiesto all the ideological dreams of the period, from the obsession with the
cosmos to the rebirth of identity. It also outlines the geography of the USSR, showing how local influences
made their exotic twists before the country was brought to its end.

Frédéric Chaubin’s Cosmic Communist Constructions Photographed was elected best baok on
ar chitecture of theyear 2010 by the I nternational Artbook and Film Festival in Perpignan/France
(Festival International du Livred’Art & du Film Perpignan).
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Editorial Review

Review
"...an eye-opening experience for those who assumed that Soviet architecture died with the rise of Stalin.” -
The New York Times."

About the Author

Frédéric Chaubin has been, for the last fifteen years, editor-in-chief of the French lifestyle magazine Citizen
K. Since 2000 he has regularly featured works combining text and photography. The CCCP collection
research was carried out from 2003 to 2010, through an intuitive and creative travel process. This project has
been shown throughout the world, from Japan to the United States.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Sharon Stennis;

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. Y ou can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. Asyou may know that book isimportant factor to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Frederic Chaubin: Cosmic
Communist Constructions Photographed will make you to aways be smarter. Y ou can feel far more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that open or reading any book
make you bored. It isfar from make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you searching for
best book or ideal book with you?

Amanda M athis:

The particular book Frederic Chaubin: Cosmic Communist Constructions Photographed will bring one to the
new experience of reading the book. The author style to elucidate the ideais very unique. In case you try to
find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book Frederic Chaubin: Cosmic Communist
Constructions Photographed is much recommended to you to read. Y ou can also get the e-book through the
official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Norris Patter son:

Aswe know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can
know everything we really wish for. A book isalist of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet.
Every year was exactly added. This publication Frederic Chaubin: Cosmic Communist Constructions
Photographed wasfilled in relation to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big
selling point of abook, you can truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern eralike currently, many
ways to get book that you simply wanted.



Pamela Eckert:

That book can make you to fedl relax. This particular book Frederic Chaubin: Cosmic Communist
Constructions Photographed was vibrant and of course has pictures around. Aswe know that book Frederic
Chaubin: Cosmic Communist Constructions Photographed has many kinds or style. Start from kids until
young adults. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe you are the character on
there. Therefore, not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill
out. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that will.
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