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A landmark, now classic, study of the rich cinematic history of the Weimar
Republic, From Caligari to Hitler was first published by Princeton University
Press in 1947. Siegfried Kracauer--a prominent German film critic and member
of Walter Benjamin's and Theodor Adorno's intellectual circle--broke new
ground in exploring the connections between film aesthetics, the prevailing
psychological state of Germans in the Weimar era, and the evolving social and
political reality of the time. Kracauer's pioneering book, which examines German
history from 1921 to 1933 in light of such movies as The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari,
M, Metropolis, and The Blue Angel, has never gone out of print. Now, over half a
century after its first appearance, this beautifully designed and entirely new
edition reintroduces Kracauer for the twenty-first century. Film scholar Leonardo
Quaresima places Kracauer in context in a critical introduction, and updates the
book further with a new bibliography, index, and list of inaccuracies that crept
into the first edition. This volume is a must-have for the film historian, film
theorist, or cinema enthusiast.In From Caligari to Hitler, Siegfried Kracauer--the
German-born writer and film critic who shared many ideas and interests with his
friend Walter Benjamin--made a startling (and still controversial) claim: films as
a popular art provide insight into the unconscious motivations and fantasies of a
nation. In films of the 1920s such as The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari, M, Metropolis,
and The Blue Angel, he traced recurring visual and narrative tropes that
expressed, he argued, a fear of chaos and a desire for order, even at the price of
authoritarian rule. The book has become an undisputed classic of film
historiography, laying the foundations for the serious study of film.

In From Caligari to Hitler, Siegfried Kracauer made a startling (and still
controversial) claim: films as a popular art provide insight into the unconscious
motivations and fantasies of a nation. In films of the 1920s, he traced recurring
visual and narrative tropes that expressed, he argued, a fear of chaos and a desire
for order, even at the price of authoritarian rule. The book has become an
undisputed classic of film historiography, laying the foundations for the serious
study of film.

Kracauer was an important film critic in Weimar Germany. A Jew, he escaped
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the rise of Nazism, fleeing to Paris in 1933. Later, in anguish after Benjamin's
suicide, he made his way to New York, where he remained until his death in
1966. He wrote From Caligari to Hitler while working as a "special assistant" to
the curator of the Museum of Modern Art's film division. He was also on the
editorial board of Bollingen Series. Despite many critiques of its attempt to link
movies to historical outcomes, From Caligari to Hitler remains Kracauer's best-
known and most influential book, and a seminal work in the study of film.
Princeton published a revised edition of his Theory of Film: The Redemption of
Physical Reality in 1997.
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Editorial Review

Review
"The thesis of this unusually interesting book is that the German films of the twenties were filled with
premonitions of the German totalitarianism of the thirties."--Nation

"One of the great works of film history, this look at early German cinema, first published in 1947, is still a
must-have for cineastes and scholars alike."--H.J. Kirchhoff, Toronto Globe and Mail

"The book is an invaluable guide to a golden period of cinema."--Christopher Wood, The Times

From the Back Cover

"An undisputed classic of modern film historiography, Kracauer's From Caligari to Hitler had a major
impact on the way we relate movies to history and society. Although Kracauer is not afraid of using such
contested concepts as collective psychology and German 'soul,' his productive readings of Weimar films as
harbingers of emerging fascism still resonate today. Leonardo Quaresima's engaging and erudite introduction
is critical in situating Kracauer's project both in its historical moment and in our time."--Anton Kaes,
University of California, Berkeley

About the Author
Siegfried Kracauer (1889-1966) was a film critic and independent film historian and theorist. He is the
author of "The Mass Ornament" and "A Theory of Film: The Redemption of Physical Reality", edited by
Miriam Bratu Hansen (Princeton). Leonardo Quaresima is Professor of Film History and Criticism and
Director of Cinema Studies at the University of Udine, Italy.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christopher Arredondo:

The book From Caligari to Hitler: A Psychological History of the German Film give you a sense of feeling
enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can for being your best
friend when you getting tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a
book From Caligari to Hitler: A Psychological History of the German Film being your habit, you can get far
more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects.
You could know everything if you like open up and read a e-book From Caligari to Hitler: A Psychological
History of the German Film. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other
individuals. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Ronald Johnson:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even



knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some
of you maybe will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This From Caligari to Hitler:
A Psychological History of the German Film is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world.
Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Chris McCree:

The reason why? Because this From Caligari to Hitler: A Psychological History of the German Film is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you with
the secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
incredible way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret
it. This amazing book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have such as help improving your
talent and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I ended up you I
will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Heather Vazquez:

The book untitled From Caligari to Hitler: A Psychological History of the German Film contain a lot of
information on it. The writer explains the woman idea with easy way. The language is very straightforward
all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read that. The book was published by famous author.
The author brings you in the new era of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can keep
reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation
you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice
examine.
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