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The twenty-first-century mind deeply distrusts the authority of institutions. It has
taken several centuries for advocates of critical thinking to convince western
culture that to be rational, liberated, authentic, and modern means to be anti-
institutional. In this mold-breaking book, Hugh Heclo moves beyond the abstract
academic realm of thinking about institutions to the more personal significance
and larger social meaning of what it is to think institutionally. His account ranges
from Michael Jordan's respect for the game of basketball to Greek philosophy,
from twenty-first-century corporate and political scandals to Christian theology
and the concept of office and professionalism. Think what you will about one
institution or another, but after Heclo, no reader will be left in doubt about why it
matters to think institutionally.
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Editorial Review

Review

"On Thinking Institutionally is in the best tradition of Tocqueville-an updated critique of the individualism
that has been America's strength and its weakness."---Gertrude Himmelfarb Distinguished Professor
Emeritus, CUNY

"This is a book for anyone dealing seriously with the human predicament, or seeking passion and renewal for
the rest of the journey with institutions."--James R. Wilburn Dean, Pepperdine University School of Public
Policy

"Heclo reminds us that institutions provide an opportunity to bring practical necessities and moral
requirements together to serve the common good."--William A. Galston Brookings Institution

"Hugh Heclo has written an eloquent defense of the enduring importance of authoritative institutions to
human life, public and private."--Jean Bethke Elshtain University of Chicago

"This is truly a gem of a book: elegantly composed, artfully compressed, intellectually sparkling, and
enduringly valuable. There is no American who would not benefit from reading it."--Wilfred M. McClay
University of Tennessee at Chattanooga

"On Thinking Institutionally is a modern classic-a brief and lucid argument about how and why institutions
matter and how one ought to think about them."--Marc Landy Boston College

'Wise' is not a word usually applied to social science, but On Thinking Institutionally merits it."--James
Turner Cavanaugh Professor of Humanities, University of Notre Dame

"A wonderfully engaging book about one of the most important yet least addressed topics in politics and
leadership-how we revive a sense of responsibility for the institutions and organizations we work in and
depend upon. As usual, Hugh Heclo is masterful in identifying what's almost never identified and pointing
out directions for solutions where almost no one has treaded. I expect this book to become a standard text
and 'must read' for students and scholars interested in the future health of our democracy."--Robert B. Reich,
Professor of Public Policy, University of California at Berkeley



"On Thinking Institutionally is intelligent, deeply felt, and engagingly written."--The Weekly Standard

"Heclo's analysis of U.S. culture is powerful and prophetic EL Few have done a better job than Heclo of
demonstrating why we have become skeptical about institutions."--The Christian Century

About the Author

Hugh Heclo is Clarence J. Robinson Professor of Public Affairs at George Mason University, a former
Professor of Government at Harvard University, and prior to that a Senior Fellow at the Brookings Institution
and White House staffer in Washington, D.C. His latest book, Christianity and Democracy in America, will
be published by Harvard University Press in the spring of 2007.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Louise Lewis:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Yep,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled On Thinking Institutionally (On
Politics)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with the
favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

James Brier:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept On Thinking
Institutionally (On Politics) suitable to you? The book was written by famous writer in this era. Often the
book untitled On Thinking Institutionally (On Politics)is the main one of several books this everyone read
now. This particular book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this publication you will
enter the new way of measuring that you ever know before. The author explained their plan in the simple
way, thus all of people can easily to understand the core of this e-book. This book will give you a large
amount of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this book.

Adrian White:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this On Thinking Institutionally (On
Politics) guide written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that could be understand by
anyone who all read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill
only for eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt On Thinking Institutionally (On Politics) as good
book not just by the cover but also with the content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by its
deal with, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying
sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.



Judy Sigmund:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or real
their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this On Thinking Institutionally (On Politics) can make you really feel more
interested to read.
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