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For many Australians, there are two great passions: sport and ‘taking the piss’.
This book is about national identity – and especially about Australia’s image as a
sporting country. Whether reverent or not, any successful national image has to
reflect something about the reality of the country. But it is also influenced by the
reasons that people have for encouraging particular images – and by the conflicts
between differing views of national identity, and of sport.

Buffeted by these elements, both the extent of Australian sports madness and the
level of stirring have varied considerably over time. While many refer to long-
lasting factors, such as the amount of sunshine, this book argues that the ebb and
flow of sporting images are strongly linked to current views of national identity.
Starting from Archer’s win in the first Melbourne Cup in 1861, it traces the
importance of trade unions in the formation of Australian Rules, the success of a
small rural town in holding one of the world’s foremost running races, and the
win-from-behind of a fat arsed wombat knocking off the official mascots of
Sydney 2000.

This book was based on a special issue of  Soccer and Society.
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For many Australians, there are two great passions: sport and ‘taking the piss’. This book is about national
identity – and especially about Australia’s image as a sporting country. Whether reverent or not, any
successful national image has to reflect something about the reality of the country. But it is also influenced
by the reasons that people have for encouraging particular images – and by the conflicts between differing
views of national identity, and of sport.

Buffeted by these elements, both the extent of Australian sports madness and the level of stirring have varied
considerably over time. While many refer to long-lasting factors, such as the amount of sunshine, this book
argues that the ebb and flow of sporting images are strongly linked to current views of national identity.
Starting from Archer’s win in the first Melbourne Cup in 1861, it traces the importance of trade unions in the
formation of Australian Rules, the success of a small rural town in holding one of the world’s foremost
running races, and the win-from-behind of a fat arsed wombat knocking off the official mascots of Sydney
2000.

This book was based on a special issue of  Soccer and Society.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Effectively the book is divided into two parts, with the first offering a more thematic examination, the
second taking a chronological appraoch as it details Australian sport from 1860 through to the present. [...]
The content is highly detailed and impressively researched." - Aaron Scott - Third Umpire

"Ward comes to his subject with anunfeigned zeal, asking all the right questions. this book contains much the
best statistical analysis of its kind available." -  Gideon Haigh, The Sydney Morning Herald

About the Author

Tony Ward is a writer and researcher based in Melbourne. Apart from his interest in national identity and
sports, he runs a small consulting firm specialising in economic and financial analysis. He lives with his wife
Gail in Elwood, inner Melbourne, and enjoys several sports, including golf, tennis, swimming and walking.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Snyder:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Sport in Australian National Identity: Kicking Goals (Sport in the Global Society – Contemporary
Perspectives) your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that
maybe unidentified for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a guide then
become one application form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get before. The Sport in
Australian National Identity: Kicking Goals (Sport in the Global Society – Contemporary Perspectives)
giving you one more experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful facts for your
better life in this particular era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body
and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning an activity. Do you want to
try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Ernest Keeler:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Sport in Australian National Identity:
Kicking Goals (Sport in the Global Society – Contemporary Perspectives) can be the answer, oh how comes?
A book you know. You are so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?



John Warner:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or real their
pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that
on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Sport in Australian National Identity: Kicking Goals (Sport in the Global Society –
Contemporary Perspectives) can make you feel more interested to read.

Shirley Arrington:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
By book Sport in Australian National Identity: Kicking Goals (Sport in the Global Society – Contemporary
Perspectives) we can take more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To become creative person must
like to read a book. Only choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life
at this time book Sport in Australian National Identity: Kicking Goals (Sport in the Global Society –
Contemporary Perspectives). You can more appealing than now.
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