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A scientific investigation and personal adventure story about zombis and the
voudoun culture of Haiti by a Harvard scientist.

In April 1982, ethnobotanist Wade Davis arrived in Haiti to investigate two
documented cases of zombis—people who had reappeared in Haitian society
years after they had been officially declared dead and had been buried. Drawn
into a netherworld of rituals and celebrations, Davis penetrated the vodoun
mystique deeply enough to place zombification in its proper context within
vodoun culture. In the course of his investigation, Davis came to realize that the
story of vodoun is the history of Haiti—from the African origins of its people to
the successful Haitian independence movement, down to the present day, where
vodoun culture is, in effect, the government of Haiti’s countryside.

The Serpent and the Rainbow combines anthropological investigation with a
remarkable personal adventure to illuminate and finally explain a phenomenon
that has long fascinated Americans.
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A scientific investigation and personal adventure story about zombis and the voudoun culture of Haiti by a
Harvard scientist.

In April 1982, ethnobotanist Wade Davis arrived in Haiti to investigate two documented cases of
zombis—people who had reappeared in Haitian society years after they had been officially declared dead and
had been buried. Drawn into a netherworld of rituals and celebrations, Davis penetrated the vodoun mystique
deeply enough to place zombification in its proper context within vodoun culture. In the course of his
investigation, Davis came to realize that the story of vodoun is the history of Haiti—from the African origins
of its people to the successful Haitian independence movement, down to the present day, where vodoun
culture is, in effect, the government of Haiti’s countryside.

The Serpent and the Rainbow combines anthropological investigation with a remarkable personal adventure
to illuminate and finally explain a phenomenon that has long fascinated Americans.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Exotic and far-reaching . . . a corker of a read, just the way Indiana Jones would tell it." -- The Wall Street
Journal

"Zombis do come back from the dead, and Wade Davis knows how." -- Washington Post Book World

"An account solving one of the most puzzling biological mysteries of all time." -- Omni

About the Author
Wade Davis received his doctorate in ethnobotany from Harvard University and is an Explorer-in-Residence
at the National Geographic Society. He is the author of many books, including The Serpent and the Rainbow
and One River. He lives in British Columbia, Canada.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Crow:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question
since just their can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because
start from on guardería until university need this particular The Serpent and the Rainbow to read.

Jennie Miller:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very
own reader with their story or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also
they write about the ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet
always try to improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the
book. One of them is this The Serpent and the Rainbow.

Regina Wingler:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get lots
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely



sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading guides.
It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the book you have read is The Serpent and
the Rainbow.

Sue Randall:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just searching for the The Serpent and the Rainbow when you necessary it?
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