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***Selected for the 2010 Chief of the United States Air Force's Reading
List***This one-volume anthology provides a comprehensive analysis of the
role that air power has played in military conflicts over the past century.
Comprising sixteen essays penned by a global cadre of leading military experts,
A History of Air Warfare chronologically examines the utility of air power from
the First World War to the second Lebanon war, campaign by campaign. Each
essay lays out the objectives, events, and key players of the conflict in question,
reviews the role of air power in the strategic and operational contexts, and
explores the interplay between the political framework and military operations
proper. The concluding section offers wider perspectives by focusing on air and
space power in both unconventional and conventional warfare from 1913 to the
present. More than a simple homage to air power, A History of Air Warfare
exposes air power’s strengths and weaknesses and, where relevant, illuminates
the challenges of joint operations and coalition warfare. Because of its critical
approach, even treatment, and historical background, the book will appeal to
modern warfare scholars, air power specialists, and general readers interested in
military history alike.
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***Selected for the 2010 Chief of the United States Air Force's Reading List***This one-volume
anthology provides a comprehensive analysis of the role that air power has played in military conflicts over
the past century. Comprising sixteen essays penned by a global cadre of leading military experts, A History
of Air Warfare chronologically examines the utility of air power from the First World War to the second
Lebanon war, campaign by campaign. Each essay lays out the objectives, events, and key players of the
conflict in question, reviews the role of air power in the strategic and operational contexts, and explores the
interplay between the political framework and military operations proper. The concluding section offers
wider perspectives by focusing on air and space power in both unconventional and conventional warfare
from 1913 to the present. More than a simple homage to air power, A History of Air Warfare exposes air
power’s strengths and weaknesses and, where relevant, illuminates the challenges of joint operations and
coalition warfare. Because of its critical approach, even treatment, and historical background, the book will
appeal to modern warfare scholars, air power specialists, and general readers interested in military history
alike.
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Editorial Review

Review
''A History of Air Warfare is an epic work that captures all the essential elements that have made the airplane
a dominant force in warfare.'' --General Charles A. Horner, USAF (Ret.)

''John Olsen has assembled the best historians of air power; the result is a superb overview, indispensable to
anyone interested in how the expansion of warfare into the third dimension has transformed the art of war. A
first-rate work.'' --Eliot Cohen, Robert E. Osgood Professor of Strategic Studies, Johns Hopkins University

''A History of Air Warfare is. . . in a class of its own. Olsen and his very expert authors deliver on the
promise of providing a history of air power that is both appreciatively celebrating and critical, as the record
requires. No existing history even comes close to Olsen for domain, depth, and contextual analysis.'' --Colin
S. Gray, professor of politics and international relations, University of Reading

About the Author
John Andreas Olsen is the dean of the Norwegian Defence University College, head of its division for
strategic studies, and visiting professor of operational art and tactics at the Swedish National Defence
College. He is an active-duty colonel in the Norwegian Air Force and has lectured widely in Europe and the
United States. His previous publications include Strategic Air Power in Desert Storm (Frank Cass, 2003) and
John Warden and the Renaissance of American Air Power (Potomac Books, 2007). He lives in Oslo,
Norway.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alex Thayer:

Here thing why this specific A History of Air Warfare are different and reliable to be yours. First of all
examining a book is good however it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as tasty as
food or not. A History of Air Warfare giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any e-
book out there but there is no book that similar with A History of Air Warfare. It gives you thrill looking at
journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is maybe can be
happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your means home by
train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of A History of Air
Warfare in e-book can be your substitute.

Stephanie Knowles:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or all
their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic within
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try
out look for book, may be the book untitled A History of Air Warfare can be very good book to read. May be



it is usually best activity to you.

Stephen Comerford:

The book A History of Air Warfare has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book
you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The author makes some
research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can get the point easily after
reading this article book.

Richard Taylor:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This A History of Air Warfare can be the
answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your spare time by
reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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