
A Nation Forged in War: How World War II
Taught Americans to Get Along (Legacies of
War)

By Thomas A. Bruscino

A Nation Forged in War: How World War II Taught Americans to Get
Along (Legacies of War) By Thomas A. Bruscino

World War II shaped the United States in profound ways, and this new book--the
first in the Legacies of War series--explores one of the most significant changes
it fostered: a dramatic increase in ethnic and religious tolerance. A Nation Forged
in War is the first full-length study of how large-scale mobilization during the
Second World War helped to dissolve long-standing differences among white
soldiers of widely divergent backgrounds.

Never before or since have so many Americans served in the armed forces at one
time: more than 15 million donned uniforms in the period from 1941 to 1945.
Thomas Bruscino explores how these soldiers' shared experiences--enduring
basic training, living far from home, engaging in combat--transformed their
views of other ethnic groups and religious traditions. He further examines how
specific military policies and practices worked to counteract old prejudices, and
he makes a persuasive case that throwing together men of different regions,
ethnicities, religions, and classes not only fostered a greater sense of tolerance
but also forged a new American identity. When soldiers returned home after the
war with these new attitudes, they helped reorder what it meant to be white in
America.

Using the presidential campaigns of Al Smith in 1928 and John F. Kennedy in
1960 as bookend events, Bruscino notes a key change in religious bias. Smith's
defeat came at the end of a campaign rife with anti-Catholic sentiment;
Kennedy's victory some three decades later proved that such religious bigotry
was no longer an insurmountable obstacle. Despite such advances, Bruscino
notes that the growing broad-mindedness produced by the war had limits: it did
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not extend to African Americans, whose own struggle for equality would
dramatically mark the postwar decades.

Extensively documented, A Nation Forged in War is one of the few books on the
social and cultural impact of the World War II years. Scholars and students of
military, ethnic, social, and religious history will be fascinated by this
groundbreaking new volume.
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World War II shaped the United States in profound ways, and this new book--the first in the Legacies of War
series--explores one of the most significant changes it fostered: a dramatic increase in ethnic and religious
tolerance. A Nation Forged in War is the first full-length study of how large-scale mobilization during the
Second World War helped to dissolve long-standing differences among white soldiers of widely divergent
backgrounds.

Never before or since have so many Americans served in the armed forces at one time: more than 15 million
donned uniforms in the period from 1941 to 1945. Thomas Bruscino explores how these soldiers' shared
experiences--enduring basic training, living far from home, engaging in combat--transformed their views of
other ethnic groups and religious traditions. He further examines how specific military policies and practices
worked to counteract old prejudices, and he makes a persuasive case that throwing together men of different
regions, ethnicities, religions, and classes not only fostered a greater sense of tolerance but also forged a new
American identity. When soldiers returned home after the war with these new attitudes, they helped reorder
what it meant to be white in America.

Using the presidential campaigns of Al Smith in 1928 and John F. Kennedy in 1960 as bookend events,
Bruscino notes a key change in religious bias. Smith's defeat came at the end of a campaign rife with anti-
Catholic sentiment; Kennedy's victory some three decades later proved that such religious bigotry was no
longer an insurmountable obstacle. Despite such advances, Bruscino notes that the growing broad-
mindedness produced by the war had limits: it did not extend to African Americans, whose own struggle for
equality would dramatically mark the postwar decades.

Extensively documented, A Nation Forged in War is one of the few books on the social and cultural impact
of the World War II years. Scholars and students of military, ethnic, social, and religious history will be
fascinated by this groundbreaking new volume.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Thomas Bruscino's important study helps to demystify the experience of World War II in America by
showing that the war fostered greater toleration among many white ethnic and religious groups in America
but was also marked by continued racism and questionable moral practices on the part of the generation that
fought."
--John Bodnar, Chancellor's Professor of History, Indiana University

"A Nation Forged in War is an exemplary study on World War II that will instantly appeal, not only
to military history enthusiasts, but also to readers of religious, cultural, and ethnic history. Bruscino
makes a convincing case that the change in ethnic and religious relations in the United States came
from the military experiences in World War II." --Jon Mikolashek, "Military Review"

"A well-written, highly accessible account of emergent pluralism in U.S. culture. Highly recommended."
--"Choice"

From the Back Cover
"Thomas Bruscino's important study helps to demystify the experience of World War II in America by
showing that the war fostered greater toleration among many white ethnic and religious groups in America
but was also marked by continued racism and questionable moral practices on the part of the generation that
fought."
-- John Bodnar, Chancellor's Professor of History, Indiana University

About the Author

Thomas Bruscino is the author of "Out of Bounds: Transnational Sanctuary in Irregular Warfare." His work
has also been published in "Military Review and War & Society." He is assistant professor of history at the
U.S. Army School of Advanced Military Studies at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christina Ochs:

This book untitled A Nation Forged in War: How World War II Taught Americans to Get Along (Legacies
of War) to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this
reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail outlet
or you can order it through online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily
to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you personally to
past this reserve from your list.



Herman Pendergrass:

The book A Nation Forged in War: How World War II Taught Americans to Get Along (Legacies of War)
will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading any book. The author style to spell out the idea is
very unique. In the event you try to find new book to read, this book very suitable to you. The book A Nation
Forged in War: How World War II Taught Americans to Get Along (Legacies of War) is much
recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can easier to
read the book.

Nancy Williams:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day every
day to reading a e-book. The book A Nation Forged in War: How World War II Taught Americans to Get
Along (Legacies of War) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. They
were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the e-
book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book
features high quality.

Lila Costillo:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but also novel and A Nation Forged in War: How World War II Taught
Americans to Get Along (Legacies of War) or even others sources were given know-how for you. After you
know how the great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science publication was created for
teacher or students especially. Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside
science e-book, any other book likes A Nation Forged in War: How World War II Taught Americans to Get
Along (Legacies of War) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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