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"Before last summer Maureen and I were best friends....At least I think we were.
I don't know what happened exactly. As some people who get hit by trucks
sometimes say,'I didn't see anything coming.'"

When her best friend since the third grade starts acting as though Debbie doesn't
exist, Debbie finds out the hard way that life can be a lonesome place. But in the
end the heroine of this wryly funny coming-of-age story--a girl who lives in a
house covered with stuff that is supposed to look like bricks but is just a fake
brick pattern--discovers that even the hourly tragedies of junior high school can
have silver linings, just as a house covered with Insul-Brick can protect a real
home. This first novel shines--fun, engrossing, bittersweet, and wonderfully
unpredictable.
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exactly. As some people who get hit by trucks sometimes say,'I didn't see anything coming.'"

When her best friend since the third grade starts acting as though Debbie doesn't exist, Debbie finds out the
hard way that life can be a lonesome place. But in the end the heroine of this wryly funny coming-of-age
story--a girl who lives in a house covered with stuff that is supposed to look like bricks but is just a fake
brick pattern--discovers that even the hourly tragedies of junior high school can have silver linings, just as a
house covered with Insul-Brick can protect a real home. This first novel shines--fun, engrossing, bittersweet,
and wonderfully unpredictable.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
PW called this first novel about a 13-year-old girl's feelings of abandonment when her best friend finds a
new buddy "a lively coming-of-age story filled with touching moments." Ages 10-up. (Mar.) n

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Gr 4-8-Debbie feels that she is "all alone in the universe," when her best friend Maureen suddenly starts
spending all her time with their classmate, Glenna. As Debbie mourns her changing relationship with
Maureen, she slowly begins the process of forming new friendships. This touching story by Lynne Rae
Perkins (Greenwillow, 1999) of friendships lost and made, told through Debbie's first person point of view,
is deftly narrated by actress Hope Davis. Davis believably portrays Debbie's confusion, sadness, and general
moping about. The only downside to this audiobook is that listeners don't see the appealing illustrations by
the author that appear in the book . This excellent audio version will appeal to upper elementary and middle
school girls.

Lori Craft, Itasca Community Library, IL

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Grade 5-8-Debbie and Maureen are in middle school; they've been best friends since third grade. At least
they were until Glenna Flaiber arrives on the scene and becomes a major threat to their relationship. Debbie
is comfortable being "Frick and Frack," as her father calls them, and becoming like the Three Musketeers is
not appealing to her. When Maureen and Glenna vacation together and begin to share secrets that exclude
her, Debbie begins to feel "all alone in the universe." In truth, Maureen likes both girls, but Glenna's constant
presence is hard for the jealous friend to take and Debbie is gradually pushed out of the picture. With the
help of a caring teacher and some new adult friends, she realizes that Maureen, not Glenna, is ultimately
responsible for ending their friendship, and that's what hurts the most. Debbie is gently guided along to reach
out to some new girls, and finds that she can be friends with many different types of people. The ending is
realistic. There are no magical solutions or potions that bring the former friends back together. As in real life,
growth occurs, relationships change, and the girls move on. A poignant story written with sensitivity and
tenderness.
Roxanne Burg, Thousand Oaks Library, CA
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Warden:

Here thing why this All Alone in the Universe are different and dependable to be yours. First of all looking at
a book is good but it really depends in the content of it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. All



Alone in the Universe giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any reserve out
there but there is no publication that similar with All Alone in the Universe. It gives you thrill examining
journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is probably can
be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your approach home
by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of All Alone in the
Universe in e-book can be your choice.

Daryl Biddle:

This All Alone in the Universe are generally reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person,
why. The reason why of this All Alone in the Universe can be one of many great books you must have is
actually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you actually with information that perhaps
will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it all over the place and
whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this All Alone in the Universe
forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical
thinking that we understand it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

David Lau:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This All Alone in the Universe can be the reply, oh
how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand
new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Herbert Willams:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This guide All Alone in the Universe was filled with regards to science. Spend
your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has diverse
feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can truly feel
enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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