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Every seven minutes, someone in America commits arape. And whether that's a
football star, beloved celebrity, elected official, member of the clergy, or just an
average Joe (or Joanna), there's probably a community eager to make excuses for
that person.

In Asking for It, Kate Harding combines in-depth research with an in-your-face
voice to make the case that twenty-first-century America supports rapists more
effectively than it supports victims. Drawing on real-world examples of what
feminists call "rape culture”—from politicos revealing gaffes to institutional
failuresin higher education and the military—Harding offersideas and
suggestions for how we, as a society, can take sexual violence much more
seriously without compromising the rights of the accused.
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Editorial Review

Review

AV Club, 8/19/15

"It's less depressing than it might sound, in part because of Harding's funny and occasionally sarcastic style,
and for something so full of facts and figures, it's a pretty enthralling read. This book probably isn't going to
get through the thick skulls of true rape apologists, but it isa good read if you keep hearing the term “rape
culture” and don't really know what it means, or if you're enraged by the mediathat calls Patrick Kane a
'target’ of arapeinvestigation instead of a 'subject’ of one."

Bitch Magazine, 9/2/15
“Asking For It offers a smart, concise, and surprisingly funny contribution to the dialogue on patriarchy,
misogyny, and rape.”

Library Journal, 9/1/15

“Harding's book serves as a welcome addition to the conversation...she doesn't mince words. .. meticulously
documented...Harding writes with courage and passion that may rankle some readers—which might not be
an entirely bad thing.”

"Asking for It isamust-read for anyone who cares about ending sexual violence. Kate Harding takes on
politicians, the media, and commonly held myths in away that's accessible for antiviolence experts and
novices alike. Thisisatimely and brilliant book that will put a much-needed dent in rape culture."—Jessica
Valenti, author of The Purity Myth and He'sa Stud, She'sa Sut

"[A]n unflinching and nuanced map of aculturein crisis; Harding's singular voice makes it a page-turner. It's
required reading for anyone who wants to know why there's so much fuss about rape culture these days, as
well as for everyone who wants to do something about it."—Jaclyn Friedman, editor, Yes Means Yes

Chicago Reader, 1/2/15
“[Harding] has an amazing capacity for transforming her outrage into clear, considered arguments.”

Bustle, 8/27/15

“Harding skillfully breaks down the factors that have converged to create the United States' rape culture.
Asking For It mixes statistics and research with true stories that show our flawed collective attitude toward
sexual assault, resulting in a book that will leave you both outraged and inspired to make change happen.”

Slate, 8/20/15

"Asking for It serves as a useful reminder of why we still need books—even nonfiction books—in the age of
the Internet. Just the sheer volume of stories and examples Harding collects in one place is disquieting and
extremely convincing in away that getting it in pieces through the day-to-day grind of Internet reading will
never accomplish. Harding doesn't shy away from tough topics, especially when it comes to false rape
reporting. To be clear, this book is not a chronicle of depressing stories of sexual assault, which would be a
miserable read. Harding isn't here simply to register the existence of crime; she isworking as a cultura critic,



focusing on the cultural response to and understanding of sexual assault more than the crimes themselves.
Luckily for the reader, Harding has a wicked sense of humor."

Los Angeles Times, 8/23/15
"Deft and timely... Informative and informal, the book is a smart, impassioned and well-researched agenda
for astrictly no-nonsense understanding of rape culture.”

New York Journal of Books 8/25/15

“Insightful and provocative book...Using news from current popular culture, aswell as her own experiences,
Harding has put together a no-holds-barred examination of the social phenomenon of rape
culture...Everyone should read this book no matter their gender identification, sexual orientation, religious,
or political beliefs.... The book iswritten accessibly and intelligently, without hyperbole, and is a sincere
work of scholarship no library or bookshelf should be without.”

The Week, 10/9/15

“Journalist Kate Harding, who possesses ‘a finely honed impatience with bull----," has produced a valuable
primer on sexual violence in America. It makes clear how rarely rapists are held accountable and how much
damage is done by the popular beliefs that fal se rape accusations are common and that the line between
consent and refusal is ambiguous. If the concept of ‘rape culture' baffles you, thisis the book to read.”

About the Author

Kate Harding is the coauthor of Lessons from the Fat-o-Sphere and a contributor to The Book of Jezebel. A
columnist for DAME Magazine, she lives in Minnesota.

kateharding.info
askingforitbook.com

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Doris Geer:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many alot of people spent these people free time just watching
TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here islook
different you can read any book. It isreally fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day
long to reading a publication. The book Asking for It: The Alarming Rise of Rape Culture--and What We
Can Do about It it is quite good to read. There are alot of folks that recommended this book. They were
enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy often the e-
book. Y ou can mQOore simply to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but
this book possesses high quality.

Charline Fendley:

Precisely why? Because this Asking for It: The Alarming Rise of Rape Culture--and What We Can Do about
It isan unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress
you with the secret that inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who have write the book



in such wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still
convey the meaning completely. So, it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or
you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you alot of rewards than the other book possess such as
help improving your ability and your critical thinking method. So, still want to hold off having that book? If
| ended up you | will go to the book store hurriedly.

JuneHargrove:

The book untitled Asking for It: The Alarming Rise of Rape Culture--and What We Can Do about It contain
alot of information on the idea. The writer explains the girl idea with easy technique. The languageis very
easy to understand all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written
by famous author. The author brings you in the new era of literary works. Y ou can read this book because
you can read more your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you
want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice study.

Michelle Oquinn:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know that
little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. Y ou should know that reading is very
important in addition to book asto be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou discover good news or update concerning something by book.
Different categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims Asking
for It: The Alarming Rise of Rape Culture--and What We Can Do about It.
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