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Bare Strength is a photo book, a modern figure study of the male form - an edgy,
artistic approach to the male nude with one chapter dedicated to United States
Marine Veterans who lost limbs in the Middle East wars.  This is Photographer
Michael Stokes' second monogram followed by the success of his first photo
book, Masculinity.  With a social media following of over 250,000, his images
have been shared and blogged by thousands of people around the world.  His
photos have appeared on The Today Show, Good Morning America, The View
and The Tonight Show.  He is best known for his work with nude, American
soldier amputees, photos that have been banned by social media sites like
Facebook and Instagram.
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Editorial Review

From the Author
Using traditional darkroom techniques, Michael Stokes first studied photography and filmmaking at
university in the late 1980's.  He graduated first in his class and Phi Betta Kappa, but instead of pursuing
photography, he went on to sell real estate.  After a successful career as an agent, he returned to photography
in 2006.  Since then he has been published in many book anthologies, magazines and his work has been
featured on TV talk shows like Good Morning America and The Tonight Show.  As a competitive swimmer
for most of his life, his admiration for athletes and the male form is evident in almost every images he
creates.  His first monogram, Masculinity was published in 2012.  Bare Strength is the second book
dedicated solely to his work.

About the Author
Raised in Berkeley, California, Michael Stokes is now a Los Angeles-based photographer. He graduated first
in his class and Phi Beta Kappa with a Fine Art degree through the film department at California State
University, Long Beach. Before changing his career path to filmmaking, he was a photography major,
learning pre-digital photographic techniques and using darkrooms and silver gelatin film. In film school, he
wrote and directed a short film, Alien, that screened in film festivals around the world. Michael's first coffee
table book, Masculinity (2012), was a glamour-styled, photographic male figure study book that is currently
out of print. In the same style as his first, his second book, Bare Strength (2014), is already in its third
printing and is available on Amazon. It features a chapter on wounded veterans of war, specifically
amputees. From the sales of this book, he has donated $10,000 to the Semper Fi Fund, a charity that benefits
veterans of war and their families. Also in 2014, Michael collaborated with the publisher Taschen to produce
My Buddy, supplying the publisher with his collection of vintage photos of nude WWII soldiers. Michael's
third and fourth books, Exhibition and Always Loyal release November 1, 2015. Exhibition continues the
exploration and celebration of the male figure, while Always Loyal is dedicated exclusively to wounded
United States veterans. Before the end of 2015, from pre-sales of both books, Michael will donate $20,000 to
the Semper Fi Fund. Michael's photos of wounded veterans have been shared around the world and have
been featured on television: Good Morning America, The Today Show, The Tonight Show, The View, and
The Talk. They have been featured in several major newspapers and online periodicals around the world.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Angela Smith:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Bare Strength book is readable by means of you who hate the straight word
style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving
even decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer of Bare Strength content conveys the
thought easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it
just different such as it. So , do you even now thinking Bare Strength is not loveable to be your top list
reading book?



Phil Garcia:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside
the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy
read one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the Bare Strength is kind of
book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Joan Green:

The reserve untitled Bare Strength is the reserve that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of
the guide content that will be shown to you actually. The language that article author use to explained their
ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of study when write the book, so the
information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Bare Strength from
the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Yolanda Powers:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill your
cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If
you want to try look for book, may be the e-book untitled Bare Strength can be very good book to read. May
be it could be best activity to you.
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