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After surviving the fifth century fall of the Western European Roman Empire, the
Byzantine Empire flourished as one of the most powerful economic, cultural, and
military forces in Europe for a thousand years.

In this Very Short Introduction Peter Sarris introduces the reader to the unique
fusion of Roman political culture, Greek intellectual tradition and Christian faith
that took place in the imperial capital of Byzantium under the emperor
Constantine and his heirs. Using examples from Byzantine architecture, art and
literature, Sarris shows how their legacy was re-worked and re-invented in the
centuries ahead, in the face of external challenges and threats. Charting the
impact of warfare with the Persian and Islamic worlds to the east, Sarris explores
the creativity of Byzantine statecraft and strategy, as well as the empire's
repeated (but ultimately forlorn) attempts to enlist aid from the Christian powers
of Western Europe to ensure its survival.

ABOUT THE SERIES:
The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine
facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
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years.

In this Very Short Introduction Peter Sarris introduces the reader to the unique fusion of Roman political
culture, Greek intellectual tradition and Christian faith that took place in the imperial capital of Byzantium
under the emperor Constantine and his heirs. Using examples from Byzantine architecture, art and literature,
Sarris shows how their legacy was re-worked and re-invented in the centuries ahead, in the face of external
challenges and threats. Charting the impact of warfare with the Persian and Islamic worlds to the east, Sarris
explores the creativity of Byzantine statecraft and strategy, as well as the empire's repeated (but ultimately
forlorn) attempts to enlist aid from the Christian powers of Western Europe to ensure its survival.
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subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
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Editorial Review

Review
a broad perspective on Byzantine history which will be useful for readers with some background in the topic
who want to learn more. Paul England, Medieval Warfare thorough and informative Northern Echo, Stephen
Craggs a brilliantly distilled introduction to the idea of Byzantium, its reality and its legacy. Adrian Spooner,
Classics for All

About the Author

Peter Sarris was educated at St Albans School and Balliol College, Oxford, where he read Modern History,
specialising in Byzantine and medieval topics. In 1993 he was elected to a Prize Fellowship at All Souls
College, and since 2000 he has taught at the University of Cambridge, where he is currently Reader in Late
Roman, Medieval and Byzantine History and a Fellow of Trinity College. His previous books include
Empires of Faith - The Fall of Rome to the Rise of Islam (OUP, 2011).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christopher Barnes:

The ability that you get from Byzantium: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is the more
deep you digging the information that hide within the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Byzantium: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in specific way that can be
understood by anyone who read the item because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This kind
of book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this Byzantium: A Very
Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) instantly.

Jeremy Robinson:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your
cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If
you want to attempt look for book, may be the guide untitled Byzantium: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions) can be fine book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.



Carolyn Brown:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Byzantium: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions) guide written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who else read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt Byzantium: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) as good book but not only by the cover but also by the content. This
is one book that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing an additional sixth
sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to
listening to one more sixth sense.

Lisa Keener:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several books in the top
checklist in your reading list is definitely Byzantium: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions).
This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be precious person.
By looking up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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