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Engineering is part of almost everything we do--from the buildings we live in
and the roads and railways we travel on, to the telephones and computers we use
to communicate and the X-ray machines that help doctors diagnose diseases. In
this Very Short Introduction, David Blockley explores the nature and practice of
engineering--its history, its scope, and its relationship with art, craft, science, and
technology. He begins with its early roots, ranging from Archimedes to some of
the great figures of engineering such as Brunel and Marconi, right up to the
modern day, describing the five ages of engineering--gravity, heat,
electromagnetism, information, and systems--and showing how they relate to one
another. Blockley discusses some of engineering's great achievements as well as
its great disasters--such as when things went catastrophically wrong at
Chernobyl--using examples of everyday tools to reveal how engineering actually
works. He also looks at some of the contributions engineers will have to make in
the future in order to sustain and promote human well-being.
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Editorial Review

Review
Any engineer who has spent a few years out of the classroom can benefit from reading this tiny volume as a
refresher course on some basic, yet key, concepts of engineering The Tech This concise book provides
excellent references for further reading and is an affordable, quick read to brush up on engineering history
and its modern-day application. It is even more powerful as a tool for non-engineers to understand how
intimately engineering contributes to the quality of peoples' lives - and the consequences of success or
failure. Civil Engineering Journal

About the Author

David Blockley is Head of the Department of Civil Engineering and Dean of the Faculty of Engineering at
the University of Bristol.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Matt Cresswell:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or information even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Engineering: A Very Short Introduction
is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want
and want in this era.

Robert Rochester:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want really feel happy read one
with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular Engineering: A Very Short Introduction is
kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Ruth Davis:

The e-book untitled Engineering: A Very Short Introduction is the publication that recommended to you to
read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that writer
use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of analysis when write the
book, hence the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-
book of Engineering: A Very Short Introduction from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy



free time.

Tanya Caggiano:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to share. You
can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You can observe
that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended for your
requirements is Engineering: A Very Short Introduction this book consist a lot of the information of the
condition of this world now. That book was represented how do the world has grown up. The dialect styles
that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some study when he makes this
book. That is why this book ideal all of you.
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