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Following the success of his latest novel, Travis Glasgow and his wife Jodie buy
their first house in the seemingly idyllic western Maryland town of Westlake. At
first, everything is picture perfect—from the beautiful lake behind the house to
the rebirth of the friendship between Travis and his brother, Adam, who lives
nearby. Travis also begins to overcome the darkness of his childhood and the
guilt he’s harbored since his younger brother’s death—a tragic drowning veiled
in mystery that has plagued Travis since he was 13. Soon, though, the new house
begins to lose its allure. Strange noises wake Travis at night, and his dreams are
plagued by ghosts. Barely glimpsed shapes flit through the darkened hallways,
but strangest of all is the bizarre set of wooden stairs that rises cryptically out of
the lake behind the house. Travis becomes drawn to the structure, but the more he
investigates, the more he uncovers the house’s violent and tragic past, and the
more he learns that some secrets cannot be buried forever.
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Following the success of his latest novel, Travis Glasgow and his wife Jodie buy their first house in the
seemingly idyllic western Maryland town of Westlake. At first, everything is picture perfect—from the
beautiful lake behind the house to the rebirth of the friendship between Travis and his brother, Adam, who
lives nearby. Travis also begins to overcome the darkness of his childhood and the guilt he’s harbored since
his younger brother’s death—a tragic drowning veiled in mystery that has plagued Travis since he was 13.
Soon, though, the new house begins to lose its allure. Strange noises wake Travis at night, and his dreams are
plagued by ghosts. Barely glimpsed shapes flit through the darkened hallways, but strangest of all is the
bizarre set of wooden stairs that rises cryptically out of the lake behind the house. Travis becomes drawn to
the structure, but the more he investigates, the more he uncovers the house’s violent and tragic past, and the
more he learns that some secrets cannot be buried forever.
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Editorial Review

Review

"[Ronald Malfi] keeps you guessing at the answer all the way to the final chapter, while stringing along the
argument for each option so that they all remain strong possibilities." —Chicago Center for Literature and
Photography (March 1, 2011)

"Part classic haunting and part fast-paced thriller."  —Adrienne Jones, author, Brine

"Malfi's ability to successfully judge two parallel plots (slowly revealing Travis's brother's death as Travis
learns more about Elijah's) while also capturing the complex nature of his protagonist's tumultuous
relationship with his family, results in a thoughtful, multilayered tale." —Jessa Sobczuk, Rue Morgue
(November 2011)

"Malfi's use of language and his power of description are sublime."  —Fear Zone

"Mixing elements of both horror and mystery, Malfi has put together a page-turner that, even when finished,
leaves you wanting more. Powerful and chilling, Floating Staircase is one ghost story that horror fans should
not miss. Highly recommended!" —Monster Librarian (March 2012)

"Malfi's lyrical prose and sensitive approach only heighten his tale's emotional impact, and the final turn of
events is both surprising and expertly set up." —Publishers Weekly (August 1, 2011)

"Shamrock Alley (2009) was a fine crime thriller, The Ascent (2010) was a compelling story of self-
redemption, and this is a clever, emotionally resonant foray into horror." —David Pitt, Booklist (August
2011)

"Floating Staircase deserves to stand alongside a Stephen King or a Dean Koontz—at their best. Floating
Staircase is a mature horror yarn, but deep down it is also an exploration of obsessions and in particular the
obsession it takes to be a writer." —A. J. Kirby, New York Journal of Books (September 2011)

About the Author

Ronald Malfi
is the author of The Ascent, The Fall of Never, The Nature of Monsters, Shamrock Alley, and Via Dolorosa.
He lives in Arnold, Maryland.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



James Jean:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Floating Staircase. Try to make the book Floating
Staircase as your close friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you truly feel alone and beside
those of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes
you a lot more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new
experience and also knowledge with this book.

James Hutchinson:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question due to the fact just
their can do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct. Because
start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular Floating Staircase to read.

William Black:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular Floating Staircase
book as nice and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Calvin Copher:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you examine a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and also soon. The
Floating Staircase offer you a new experience in reading through a book.
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