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In the history, the very personality, of New York City, few events loom larger
than the wave of immigration at the turn of the last century. Today a similar
influx of new immigrants is transforming the city again. Better than one in three
New Yorkers is now an immigrant. From Ellis Island to JFK is the first in-depth
study that compares these two huge social changes.

A key contribution of this book is Nancy Foner’s reassessment of the myths that
have grown up around the earlier Jewish and Italian immigration—and that
deeply color how today’s Asian, Latin American, and Caribbean arrivals are
seen. Topic by topic, she reveals the often surprising realities of both
immigrations. For example:

Education: Most Jews, despite the myth, were not exceptional students at first,●

while many immigrant children today do remarkably well.
Jobs: Immigrants of both eras came with more skills than is popularly●

supposed. Some today come off the plane with advanced degrees and capital to
start new businesses.
Neighborhoods: Ethnic enclaves are still with us but they’re no longer always●

slums—today’s new immigrants are reviving many neighborhoods and some
are moving to middle-class suburbs.
Gender: For married women a century ago, immigration often, surprisingly,●

meant less opportunity to work outside the home. Today, it’s just the opposite.
Race: We see Jews and Italians as whites today, but to turn-of-the-century●

scholars they were members of different, alien races. Immigrants today appear
more racially diverse—but some (particularly Asians) may be changing the
boundaries of current racial categories.

Drawing on a wealth of historical and contemporary research and written in a
lively and entertaining style, the book opens a new chapter in the study of
immigration—and the story of the nation’s gateway city.
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In the history, the very personality, of New York City, few events loom larger than the wave of immigration
at the turn of the last century. Today a similar influx of new immigrants is transforming the city again. Better
than one in three New Yorkers is now an immigrant. From Ellis Island to JFK is the first in-depth study that
compares these two huge social changes.

A key contribution of this book is Nancy Foner’s reassessment of the myths that have grown up around the
earlier Jewish and Italian immigration—and that deeply color how today’s Asian, Latin American, and
Caribbean arrivals are seen. Topic by topic, she reveals the often surprising realities of both immigrations.
For example:

Education: Most Jews, despite the myth, were not exceptional students at first, while many immigrant●

children today do remarkably well.
Jobs: Immigrants of both eras came with more skills than is popularly supposed. Some today come off the●

plane with advanced degrees and capital to start new businesses.
Neighborhoods: Ethnic enclaves are still with us but they’re no longer always slums—today’s new●

immigrants are reviving many neighborhoods and some are moving to middle-class suburbs.
Gender: For married women a century ago, immigration often, surprisingly, meant less opportunity to work●

outside the home. Today, it’s just the opposite.
Race: We see Jews and Italians as whites today, but to turn-of-the-century scholars they were members of●

different, alien races. Immigrants today appear more racially diverse—but some (particularly Asians) may
be changing the boundaries of current racial categories.

Drawing on a wealth of historical and contemporary research and written in a lively and entertaining style,
the book opens a new chapter in the study of immigration—and the story of the nation’s gateway city.
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Editorial Review

Review
"By comparing the two big waves of immigration in New York City, Foner has found a distinctive and
enlightening way of describing the country's recent racial and ethnic history. Her subject may be New York
City, but Foner's book is really about America. It should thus become essential reading for scholars, students,
public officials and everyone else concerned with immigration as well as race and ethnicity in American
life." Herbert Gans, author of Popular Culture and High Culture "An important book which both clarifies and
complicates our thinking about immigration in the United States." Rudolph Vecoli, Journal of American
History "An exemplary book... a telling portrait of New York immigration in its two great waves... cleanses
both movements of their mythic incrustations." Vincent Crapanzano, Times Literary Supplement "Move
aside, Glazer and Moynihan! With From Ellis Island to JFK, we have a welcome replacement for Beyond the
Melting Pot." Roger Sanjek, City Limits

From the Publisher
Copublished with the Russell Sage Foundation

From the Back Cover
"By comparing the two big waves of immigration in New York City, Foner has found a distinctive and
enlightening way of describing the country's recent racial and ethnic history. Her subject may be New York
City, but Foner's book is really about America. It should thus become essential reading for scholars, students,
public officials and everyone else concerned with immigration as well as race and ethnicity in American
life."—Herbert Gans, author of Popular Culture and High Culture "An important book which both clarifies
and complicates our thinking about immigration in the United States."—Rudolph Vecoli, Journal of
American History "An exemplary book . . . a telling portrait of New York immigration in its two great waves
. . . cleanses both movements of their mythic incrustations."—Vincent Crapanzano, Times Literary
Supplement "Move aside, Glazer and Moynihan! With From Ellis Island to JFK, we have a welcome
replacement for Beyond the Melting Pot."—Roger Sanjek, City Limits "As enlightening as it is
entertaining."—Kirkus Reviews

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Beverly Ingram:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to
something different to fill your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to consider look for book, may be the reserve untitled From Ellis Island to JFK: New York`s Two Great
Waves of Immigration can be good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.



Matthew Fry:

Exactly why? Because this From Ellis Island to JFK: New York`s Two Great Waves of Immigration is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress
you with the secret that inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who all write the book in
such amazing way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret
it. This excellent book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book possess such as help improving
your skill and your critical thinking means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I ended up you I
will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Dennis James:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you is From Ellis Island to JFK: New York`s Two Great Waves of Immigration this
publication consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This specific book was
represented just how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use to explain it is easy to
understand. The actual writer made some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book
ideal all of you.

Mary Ransom:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This From Ellis Island to JFK: New
York`s Two Great Waves of Immigration can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You
are so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity.
So what these ebooks have than the others?
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