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A revised edition of the New York Times bestselling classic: the epic story of
the golden years of American space exploration, told by the men who rode
the rockets

On October 4, 1957, the Soviet Union launched Sputnik I, and the space race was
born. Desperate to beat the Russians into space, NASA put together a crew of the
nation’s most daring test pilots: the seven men who were to lead America to the
moon. The first into space was Alan Shepard; the last was Deke Slayton, whose
irregular heartbeat kept him grounded until 1975. They spent the 1960s at the
forefront of NASA’s effort to conquer space, and Moon Shot is their inside
account of what many call the twentieth century’s greatest feat—landing humans
on another world.
 
Collaborating with NBC’s veteran space reporter Jay Barbree, Shepard and
Slayton narrate in gripping detail the story of America’s space exploration from
the time of Shepard’s first flight until he and eleven others had walked on the
moon.
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On October 4, 1957, the Soviet Union launched Sputnik I, and the space race was born. Desperate to beat the
Russians into space, NASA put together a crew of the nation’s most daring test pilots: the seven men who
were to lead America to the moon. The first into space was Alan Shepard; the last was Deke Slayton, whose
irregular heartbeat kept him grounded until 1975. They spent the 1960s at the forefront of NASA’s effort to
conquer space, and Moon Shot is their inside account of what many call the twentieth century’s greatest
feat—landing humans on another world.
 
Collaborating with NBC’s veteran space reporter Jay Barbree, Shepard and Slayton narrate in gripping detail
the story of America’s space exploration from the time of Shepard’s first flight until he and eleven others had
walked on the moon.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Shepard and the late Slayton, two of the original Mercury astronauts, here team up with two veteran space
reporters to produce a firsthand account of the space program's early days. The narrative is at its best when it
focuses on the astronauts' flight experiences-Shepard's brief Mercury flight, his lunar landing mission ten
years later, and Slayton's long-delayed trip into space aboard the last Apollo mission in 1975. On the down
side, its use of re-created conversations that pass as exposition weaken the narrative, making it sound more
like a screenplay prospectus than a space history. For example, it is doubtful that John Glenn had to explain
to his fellow astronauts what the Saturn launch vehicle was. One comes away wishing for more insight into
what it was like to walk on the moon and less about the astronauts' pranks and peccadillos. Still, with the
book's publication timed to coincide with this July's 25th anniversary of the first manned lunar landing, this
title may see some demand.
--Thomas Frieling, Bainbridge Coll., Ga.
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
It's hard to believe, but most teens and people in their early twenties don't remember Americans walking on
the moon. This book, written lovingly by two of the most respected astronauts in U.S. history, will remedy
that. Journalists Jay Barbree and Howard Benedict organized the material, and they portray Shepard and
Slayton as two close friends who shared the dream of many children of the 1960s: to fly in outer space.
Sadly, Shepard, after becoming the first American in space in a mere hour's trip, developed inner ear
problems that prevented him from going back, and Slayton's irregular heartbeat kept him from going at all.
Meanwhile, President Kennedy escalated the space race to get a leg up on the Russians. Despite covering
some of the same ground as Tom Wolfe's The Right Stuff, Shepard and Slayton vividly portray the great
bond uniting the original Mercury Seven. The most terrifying chapter describes the fire on the launchpad that
killed three Apollo 1 astronauts, but problems on many flights (unbeknownst to TV viewers) were only
solved by the skill of the astronauts as pilots. Shepard and Slayton are emphatic about environmental issues
(having seen the Earth from a unique viewpoint), and Shepard's eventual moon shot is only topped by
Slayton's emotional reaction to being cleared to fly the Apollo-Soyuz mission to dock with Russian
cosmonauts, with whom he became fast friends. Expect much demand. Joe Collins

From Kirkus Reviews
The story of America's space race with the Soviet Union and the scramble to put a man on the moon, by two
who were there. Shepard and Slayton, both Mercury Seven astronauts, begin with a long, panting account of
the Eagle's landing on the moon's surface, then backtrack to the beginning of the superpower missile
competition in the late 1940s. They point out that the US at that time had no missile expertise whatsoever;
the program was set up in Huntsville, Ala., by Wernher von Braun, the German missile genius captured from
the defeated Third Reich. A German team constructed the Redstone and Jupiter rockets, but Eisenhower,
who distrusted ex-Nazi scientists, eventually grounded von Braun and his German team--until the Soviets
launched a basketball-sized satellite called Sputnik. The American public was traumatized by a 1,000- pound
satellite zooming across its airspace, and von Braun got the green light to launch a smaller American satellite
at once. After summarizing this early history, the authors turn to the later Apollo missions, which they cover
in detail (Slayton was one of the program's masterminds), as well as the eventual Soyuz-Apollo mission, a
Soviet-US cooperative effort. Interesting historical material is related in a hard-boiled style, complete with
dramatic re-enactments, as if the writing committee--counting the folks who worked on the companion

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Turner Broadcasting documentary scheduled for fall, there are at least four authors--had decided they needed
swashbuckling prose to enliven the material. Do we really need to be told that the countdown seconds to a
missile launch ``fell like withered leaves''? Still, when its corny style doesn't get the better of it, Moon Shot
has its moments, and it's quite readable and detailed. (32 pages of b&w photos, not seen) (Author tour) --
Copyright ©1994, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Thomas Brown:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject Moon Shot: The
Inside Story of America's Apollo Moon Landings suitable to you? The book was written by famous writer in
this era. Often the book untitled Moon Shot: The Inside Story of America's Apollo Moon Landingsis the one
of several books in which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired lots of people in the world.
When you read this publication you will enter the new age that you ever know just before. The author
explained their thought in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this
guide. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. So that you can see the
represented of the world in this book.

Richard Cary:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this Moon
Shot: The Inside Story of America's Apollo Moon Landings, you may tells your family, friends in addition to
soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a reserve.

Angel Sutton:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Moon Shot: The Inside Story of America's
Apollo Moon Landings e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that could
be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas
and writing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt Moon Shot: The Inside Story of
America's Apollo Moon Landings as good book not just by the cover but also by content. This is one
publication that can break don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick
this specific!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a
different sixth sense.



Karen Morris:

You can get this Moon Shot: The Inside Story of America's Apollo Moon Landings by visit the bookstore or
Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties on your
knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only simply by written or printed and also can you enjoy this
book simply by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your publication. It is
most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose
correct ways for you.
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