
My Kind of Midwest: Omaha to Ohio (Center
for American Places - My Kind of . . . series)

By John A. Jakle

My Kind of Midwest: Omaha to Ohio (Center for American Places - My
Kind of . . . series) By John A. Jakle

“Will it play in Peoria?” That question—only half-joking—hovers over
everything from politics to television, an acknowledgment that the Midwest is
perhaps the most emblematic regions of the United States today. Stereotypes both
good and bad abound about Midwesterners, but in this incisive yet poignant
book, John Jakle reveals a rich and telling portrait of the contemporary Midwest
and its people.

In engaging prose, Jakle chronicles his childhood and adult life in the Midwest
interwoven with a look at the region’s geographic and cultural history. My Kind
of Midwest reveals that the region is more than just a group of “flyover states,” as
Jakle tells a engaging narrative that recounts his youthful explorations of the
flourishing cities of Detroit and Chicago in the 1940s; the rapid growth and
importance of gateway cities such as Omaha, Kansas City, and Cincinnati along
the Ohio, Mississippi, and Missouri rivers; and the integral role of tourism to
Midwestern states’ economies.

An intimate and compelling narrative of one man’s connection to the American
landscape, My Kind of Midwest will be essential reading for all those with ties to
the heartland.
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“Will it play in Peoria?” That question—only half-joking—hovers over everything from politics to
television, an acknowledgment that the Midwest is perhaps the most emblematic regions of the United States
today. Stereotypes both good and bad abound about Midwesterners, but in this incisive yet poignant book,
John Jakle reveals a rich and telling portrait of the contemporary Midwest and its people.

In engaging prose, Jakle chronicles his childhood and adult life in the Midwest interwoven with a look at the
region’s geographic and cultural history. My Kind of Midwest reveals that the region is more than just a
group of “flyover states,” as Jakle tells a engaging narrative that recounts his youthful explorations of the
flourishing cities of Detroit and Chicago in the 1940s; the rapid growth and importance of gateway cities
such as Omaha, Kansas City, and Cincinnati along the Ohio, Mississippi, and Missouri rivers; and the
integral role of tourism to Midwestern states’ economies.

An intimate and compelling narrative of one man’s connection to the American landscape, My Kind of
Midwest will be essential reading for all those with ties to the heartland.
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Editorial Review

Review

“My Kind of Midwest is an original take on a uniquely American region. I can think of no other book with
which it compares. Jakle not only describes the essence of the Midwest as a place informed by his own life
experiences, but he also explains how human geography can effectively evoke the reality of a region as large
and complex as the Midwest.”

(Karl Raitz, University of Kentucky)

“As someone whose age, regional background, and professional interests are similar to the author’s, My Kind
of Midwest was somewhat eerie to read. Move the setting a few hundred miles west and Jakle’s life seems to
be mine—even down to the part about two daughters. Jakle has captured his (and my) home place well, and
all of his arguments and observations ring absolutely true. The book is both warm and wise.”

(James R. Shortridge, University of Kansas)

About the Author

John A. Jakle taught for more than thirty years in the departments of geography and landscape architecture
at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. He is the author or coauthor of a dozen books, including
the award-winning Motoring: The Highway Experience in America and City Lights: Illuminating the
American Night.
 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Leonard Bassett:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are reading whatever
they get because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like studying a book?
Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well,
probably you will require this My Kind of Midwest: Omaha to Ohio (Center for American Places - My Kind
of . . . series).

Rebecca Beal:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming



to anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This My Kind of Midwest: Omaha to Ohio
(Center for American Places - My Kind of . . . series) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world.
Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Ella Carlson:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with
their story or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this
My Kind of Midwest: Omaha to Ohio (Center for American Places - My Kind of . . . series).

Wm Mills:

Beside this My Kind of Midwest: Omaha to Ohio (Center for American Places - My Kind of . . . series) in
your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older
people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have My Kind of Midwest: Omaha to Ohio (Center for
American Places - My Kind of . . . series) because this book offers to you readable information. Do you at
times have book but you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this
within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So
do you still want to miss this? Find this book and read it from at this point!
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