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The Oxford Dictionary of English Idioms offers a fresh look at the idiomatic
phrases and sayings that make English the rich language that it is. The third
edition contains entries for over 6,000 idioms, including 700 entirely new entries,
based on Oxford's language monitoring programs and the third edition of the
Oxford English Dictionary. These include a range of idioms such as "the elephant
in the corner," "go figure," "step up to the plate," "a walk in the park," and "win
ugly." Many entries include more detailed background on the idiom in question.
For example, did you know that 'taken aback' was adopted from nautical
terminology that described a ship unable to move forward because of a strong
headwind pressing its sails back against the mast?

The book lists national variants, so we learn that while in America they say "all
over the map," in Britain they say "all over the shop." This edition also features a
greatly increased number of cross-references, making it ideal for quick reference.
Anyone interested in the colorful side of the English language will have hours of
fun browsing this fascinating and informative volume.
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Editorial Review

Review
Review from previous edition: "Anyone who is addicted to the richness of the English language or simply
intrigued by the origin and meaning of an idiom like teach your grandmother to suck eggs will relish this
work" --Library Journal

About the Author

John Ayto is an experienced lexicographer and author of many language titles.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sherry Stevens:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know that book is
very important for us. The book Oxford Dictionary of English Idioms (Oxford Quick Reference) seemed to
be making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The publication Oxford Dictionary of English Idioms (Oxford Quick Reference) is not
only giving you considerably more new information but also to be your friend when you sense bored. You
can spend your own personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with all the book
Oxford Dictionary of English Idioms (Oxford Quick Reference). You never truly feel lose out for everything
should you read some books.

Tony You:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this particular aren't like that. This Oxford Dictionary of English Idioms (Oxford Quick
Reference) book is readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the information
here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want
to deliver to you. The writer of Oxford Dictionary of English Idioms (Oxford Quick Reference) content
conveys thinking easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content
material but it just different as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Oxford Dictionary of English Idioms
(Oxford Quick Reference) is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Larry Brackett:

This Oxford Dictionary of English Idioms (Oxford Quick Reference) are reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The reason of this Oxford Dictionary of English Idioms (Oxford Quick
Reference) can be among the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple looking
at food but feed an individual with information that probably will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is



actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and
printed kinds. Beside that this Oxford Dictionary of English Idioms (Oxford Quick Reference) giving you an
enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we realize it useful in
your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

James Barclay:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This specific Oxford Dictionary of English Idioms
(Oxford Quick Reference) can give you a lot of good friends because by you checking out this one book you
have matter that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for
you to get success. This reserve offer you information that might be your friend doesn't understand, by
knowing more than additional make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have Oxford
Dictionary of English Idioms (Oxford Quick Reference).
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