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Analyzing the causes behind thirty six revolutions in the Third World between
1910 and the present, this text attempts to explain why so few revolutions have
succeeded, while so many have failed. The book is divided into chapters that
treat particular sets of revolutions including the great social revolutions of
Mexico (1910), China (1949), Cuba (1959), Iran (1979)and Nicaragua (1979),
the anticolonial revolutions in Algeria, Vietnam, Angola, Mozambique, and
Zimbabwe from the 1940s to the 1970s, and the failed revolutionary attempts in
El Salvador, Peru, and elsewhere.
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Editorial Review

Review
"John Foran's book draws faithfully from the rich literature on revolutions from the 1970s and beyond and
extends this work in useful ways. It presents a well-crafted synthetic argument that finds a nice balance
between international and domestic sources of revolution and between structural constraints and political
agency. It also examines thoughtfully an extraordinary number of cases in a relatively compact form." -
Mark Peceny, University of New Mexico, Perspectives on Politics

"Foran's magnum opus is a must read for scholars of revolution and social movements, third-world
development, and global conflict. It is impressive not only for its breadth in terms of the number and variety
of revolutions that he discusses 9making it a valuable reference book), but also for its theoretical insight and
methodological transparancy and rigor." - John G. Dale, George Mason University

"Foran's book has raised the bar for comparative studies of revolution. More than any prior comparative
work on revolutions, it takes seriously culture, contingency, and the importance of understanding
revolutionary attempts, failures, and reversals. In doing so, Foran has set down a superior foundation for us
all. It should be the starting point for all future work on modern revolutions." - Contemporary Sociology

"John Foran's Taking Power presents a sophisticated yet parsimonious account of the great revolutions, near-
revolutions, and defeated revolutions of the past century. This carefully crafted and well written book is the
most comprehensive study of Third World revolutions now available. Foran's theory challenges one-
dimensional theories of Revolution as well as ad hoc accounts of individual revolutions. Scholars - and
perhaps revolutionaries - will be debating his ideas for years to come." - Jeff Goodwin, Professor of
Sociology, New York University

"John Foran's deftly written, persuasively argued, theoretically sophisticated, and substantively rich text
serves as a delightful compendium of the very best and latest thinking about matters revolutionary." - Eric
Selbin, Chair of the Political Science Department, Southwestern University

About the Author
John Foran is Professor of Sociology at the University of California, Santa Barbara, where he is also
involved with the programs on Islamic and Near Eastern Studies, Latin American and Iberian Studies, and
Women, Culture, and Development. His books include Fragile Resistance: Social Transformation in Iran
from 1500 to the Revolution (1993), A Century of Revolution: Social Movements in Iran (1994), and
Theorizing Revolutions (1997).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alexander Ratcliff:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book called Taking Power: On the



Origins of Third World Revolutions? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You know beside you can
spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with their opinion or
you have various other opinion?

David Hoag:

The book Taking Power: On the Origins of Third World Revolutions has a lot info on it. So when you check
out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. This articles
author makes some research previous to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the
point easily after reading this article book.

John Olive:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Taking Power: On the Origins of
Third World Revolutions publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that
could be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still doubt Taking Power:
On the Origins of Third World Revolutions as good book but not only by the cover but also from the content.
This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth
sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to
listening to an additional sixth sense.

Teresa Spillman:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Taking Power: On the Origins of Third World
Revolutions was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Taking Power: On the
Origins of Third World Revolutions has many kinds or style. Start from kids until adolescents. For example
Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of
book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for
yourself and try to like reading this.
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