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What is law? What is it for? How should judges decide novel cases when the
statutes and earlier decisions provide no clear answer? Do judges make up new
law in such cases, or is there some higher law in which they discover the correct
answer? Must everyone always obey the law? If not, when is a citizen morally
free to disobey?
A renowned philosopher enters the debate surrounding these questions. Clearly
and forcefully, Ronald Dworkin argues against the “ruling” theory in Anglo-
American law?legal positivism and economic utilitarianism?and asserts that
individuals have legal rights beyond those explicitly laid down and that they have
political and moral rights against the state that are prior to the welfare of the
majority.
Mr. Dworkin criticizes in detail the legal positivists’ theory of legal rights,
particularly H.L.A. Hart’s well-known version of it. He then develops a new
theory of adjudication, and applies it to the central and politically important issue
of cases in which the Supreme Court interprets and applies the Constitution.
Through an analysis of John Rawls’s theory of justice, he argues that
fundamental among political rights is the right of each individual to the equal
respect and concern of those who govern him. He offers a theory of compliance
with the law designed not simply to answer theoretical questions about civil
disobedience, but to function as a guide for citizens and officials. Finally,
Professor Dworkin considers the right to liberty, often thought to rival and even
pre-empt the fundamental right to equality. He argues that distinct individual
liberties do exist, but that they derive, not from some abstract right to liberty as
such, but from the right to equal concern and respect itself. He thus denies that
liberty and equality are conflicting ideals.
Ronald Dworkin’s theory of law and the moral conception of individual rights
that underlies it have already made him one of the most influential philosophers
working in this area. This is the first publication of these ideas in book form.
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What is law? What is it for? How should judges decide novel cases when the statutes and earlier decisions
provide no clear answer? Do judges make up new law in such cases, or is there some higher law in which
they discover the correct answer? Must everyone always obey the law? If not, when is a citizen morally free
to disobey?
A renowned philosopher enters the debate surrounding these questions. Clearly and forcefully, Ronald
Dworkin argues against the “ruling” theory in Anglo-American law?legal positivism and economic
utilitarianism?and asserts that individuals have legal rights beyond those explicitly laid down and that they
have political and moral rights against the state that are prior to the welfare of the majority.
Mr. Dworkin criticizes in detail the legal positivists’ theory of legal rights, particularly H.L.A. Hart’s well-
known version of it. He then develops a new theory of adjudication, and applies it to the central and
politically important issue of cases in which the Supreme Court interprets and applies the Constitution.
Through an analysis of John Rawls’s theory of justice, he argues that fundamental among political rights is
the right of each individual to the equal respect and concern of those who govern him. He offers a theory of
compliance with the law designed not simply to answer theoretical questions about civil disobedience, but to
function as a guide for citizens and officials. Finally, Professor Dworkin considers the right to liberty, often
thought to rival and even pre-empt the fundamental right to equality. He argues that distinct individual
liberties do exist, but that they derive, not from some abstract right to liberty as such, but from the right to
equal concern and respect itself. He thus denies that liberty and equality are conflicting ideals.
Ronald Dworkin’s theory of law and the moral conception of individual rights that underlies it have already
made him one of the most influential philosophers working in this area. This is the first publication of these
ideas in book form.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Riggio:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Taking Rights Seriously will
make you to always be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But
some of you think which open or reading the book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they may be
thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suitable book with you?

Laveta Blodgett:

This book untitled Taking Rights Seriously to be one of several books that best seller in this year, that is
because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this kind of
book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by means of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is
no reason for you to past this e-book from your list.

George Chadwick:

You will get this Taking Rights Seriously by check out the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing
it may to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various.
Not only by simply written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era
like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now,
choose your personal ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Wesley Baker:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students
but in addition native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As
we know those books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around
the world. By book Taking Rights Seriously we can have more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative
people? To become creative person must want to read a book. Only choose the best book that ideal with your
aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this time book Taking Rights Seriously. You can more
inviting than now.
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