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The book examines one of the most debated issues in current international law: to
what extent the international legal system has constitutional features comparable
to what we find in national law. This question has become increasingly relevant
in a time of globalization, where new international institutions and courts are
established to address international issues. Constitutionalization beyond the
nation state has for many years been discussed in relation to the
European Union. This book asks whether we now see constitutionalization taking
place also at the global level.

The book investigates what should be characterized as constitutional features of
the current international order, in what way the challenges differ from those at
the national level and what could be a proper interaction between different
international arrangements as well as between the international and national
constitutional level. Finally, it sketches the outlines of what a constitutionalized
world order could and should imply. The book is a critical appraisal of
constitutionalist ideas and
of their critique. It argues that the reconstruction of the current evolution of
international law as a process of constitutionalization -against a background of,
and partly in competition with, the verticalization of substantive law and the
deformalization and fragmentation of international law-
has some explanatory power, permits new insights and allows for new
arguments. The book thus identifies constitutional trends and challenges in
establishing international organisational structures, and designs procedures for
standard-setting, implementation and judicial functions.

This paperback edition features the authors' discussion of this book on the EJIL
Talks blog.
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international legal system has constitutional features comparable to what we find in national law. This
question has become increasingly relevant in a time of globalization, where new international institutions and
courts are established to address international issues. Constitutionalization beyond the nation state has for
many years been discussed in relation to the
European Union. This book asks whether we now see constitutionalization taking place also at the global
level.

The book investigates what should be characterized as constitutional features of the current international
order, in what way the challenges differ from those at the national level and what could be a proper
interaction between different international arrangements as well as between the international and national
constitutional level. Finally, it sketches the outlines of what a constitutionalized world order could and
should imply. The book is a critical appraisal of constitutionalist ideas and
of their critique. It argues that the reconstruction of the current evolution of international law as a process of
constitutionalization -against a background of, and partly in competition with, the verticalization of
substantive law and the deformalization and fragmentation of international law-
has some explanatory power, permits new insights and allows for new arguments. The book thus identifies
constitutional trends and challenges in establishing international organisational structures, and designs
procedures for standard-setting, implementation and judicial functions.
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Editorial Review

Review

"...this coherent book whose well structured argument keeps the reader engaged throughout the almost 400
pages, and which helps put the whole constitutionalist debate in international law in clear perspective." --
Antonios Tzanakopoulos, The Edinburgh Law Review

About the Author

Jan Klabbers is professor of international organizations law at the University of Helsinki, and Director of
the Academy of Finland Centre of Excellence in Global Governance Research. Prior to moving to Helsinki
in 1996, he taught international law and EU law at the University of Amsterdam, where he also defended his
doctoral thesis (with distinction). An award-winning teacher, he has held visiting professorships at the
Graduate Institute of International Studies and Development (Geneva, 2008) and Hofstra Law School (New
York, 2007).

Anne Peters is Professor of Public International Law and Constitutional Law at the University of Basel, a
position she has held since 2001. She was visiting professor at Sciences Po, Paris in 2008/09. Prior to taking
up the tenured post she was Assistant Professor at the Walther-Schucking-Institute of Public International
Law at the Christian Albrechts University Kiel, where she obtained the Habilitation-qualification on the basis
of her Habilitation-Thesis "Elemente einer Theorie der Verfassung Europas" (Elements of a Theory of the
Constitution of Europe). Her research activities cover the field of general public international law, especially
its constitutionalization, European constitutional law, constitutional theory and constitutional comparison
and national and international human rights. She has published extensively on questions of supranational
global governance and global constitutionalism.

Geir Ulfstein is professor of international law at the Department of Public and International Law, University
of Oslo. He is dr. juris (Oslo 1995) and has acted as a judge in Norway. He has been Vice-Dean for Research
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He is deputy director of the Norwegian Branch of the International Law Association. He was director of the
Norwegian Centre for Human Rights, University of Oslo, 2004-08. His research is on the law of the sea,
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sam Holmes:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a while
is reading. Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other is



high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of The Constitutionalization
of International Law book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more
than just a book.

Lamont Williams:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Constitutionalization of
International Law, you could enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still want to miss it? What
kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its
known as reading friends.

James Ames:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Constitutionalization of
International Law which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Connie Nixon:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen want book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. By book
The Constitutionalization of International Law we can have more advantage. Don't that you be creative
people? To become creative person must choose to read a book. Simply choose the best book that
appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this time book The Constitutionalization of
International Law. You can more desirable than now.
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