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A fresh, concise, and accessible history of one of the medieval world’s
greatest empires

For more than a millennium, the Byzantine Empire presided over the juncture
between East and West, as well as the transition from the classical to the modern
world. Jonathan Harris, a leading scholar of Byzantium, eschews the usual run-
through of emperors and battles and instead recounts the empire’s extraordinary
history by focusing each chronological chapter on an archetypal figure, family,
place, or event.
 
Harris’s action-packed introduction presents a civilization rich in contrasts,
combining orthodox Christianity with paganism, and classical Greek learning
with Roman power. Frequently assailed by numerous armies—including those of
Islam—Byzantium nonetheless survived and even flourished by dint of its
somewhat unorthodox foreign policy and its sumptuous art and architecture,
which helped to embed a deep sense of Byzantine identity in its people.
 
Enormously engaging and utilizing a wealth of sources to cover all major aspects
of the empire’s social, political, military, religious, cultural, and artistic history,
Harris’s study illuminates the very heart of Byzantine civilization and explores
its remarkable and lasting influence on its neighbors and on the modern world.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Harris has succeeded triumphantly in producing a fresh and highly readable account of this extraordinary
institution…An acute eye for detail is sustained throughout the book: Harris never fails to find the best story
to focus readers’ attention on each chapter’s central subject. More fundamentally the book is beautifully
constructed on the back of highly intelligent narrative choices… he triumphantly overcomes the limits of his
brief to take the reader  to the heart of what it meant to be Byzantine.”—Peter Heather, BBC History
(Peter Heather BBC History Magazine 2015-10-01)

“Harris presents his case not only with lightness of hand but also surety of foot… The writing is elegant, the
facts are carefully controlled and the narrative enlightened by revealing anecdotes and suggestive extracts
from the primary sources”—Peter Sarris, Literary Review
(Peter Sarris Literary Review 2015-10-01)

“Harris’ aim is to present a more nuanced account of Byzantine history, which emphasises the vibrancy of
the empire’s culture, the extent of its influence, and, above all, the empire’s remarkable adaptability… [the
book] strikes a good balance between succinct exposition and elucidation of broader themes in political,
military, social, religious and cultural history, thereby providing an excellent and engaging introduction to
Byzantine history.”—Doug Lee, History Today
(Doug Lee History Today 2015-12-01)

“Harris is an efficient writer with an eye for entertaining detail, and as a result, the volume can be read with
pleasure by general readers and younger students.”—Choice
(Choice)

“Drawing on a diverse array of sources from numerous disciplines, Harris presents an accessible introduction
to the major personalities, important disputes, and defining events of the Byzantine polity. . . . Casual readers
as well as specialists will appreciate Harris's insightful and well-informed paean to an intriguing and resilient
culture.”—Publishers Weekly
(Publishers Weekly)

“What about the remarkable society in which this distinctive imaginative world, based on the tension
between matter and spirit, had been built up over so many centuries? Those who want to know can turn with
confidence to Jonathan Harris’s The Lost World of Byzantium.”—Peter Brown, New York Review of Books
(Peter Brown New York Review of Books)

“Harris canters through the 11 centuries that followed the refoundation of the city of Byzantium by
Constantine in the fourth century until its fall in 1453. He keeps up a swift pace as the fortunes of the empire
ebb and flow… a welcome addition to an increasingly crowded field.”—Peter Frankopan, Daily Telegraph
(Peter Frankopan Daily Telegraph 2016-09-03)

About the Author

Jonathan Harris is professor of the history of Byzantium at Royal Holloway, University of London. He
lives in London.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Curtis Monahan:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous ways to share
the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this The Lost
World of Byzantium, you are able to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours book. Your
knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a publication.

Sharon Hafer:

The actual book The Lost World of Byzantium has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read
this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. The author makes
some research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can find the point easily
after reading this article book.

Steve Henry:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Lost World of
Byzantium, you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named
reading friends.

Brant Castillo:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book The Lost World of Byzantium was multi-colored and
of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Lost World of Byzantium has many kinds
or variety. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe you
are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy,
fun and rest. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that will.
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