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In this book, the prominent theorist Partha Chatterjee looks at the creative and
powerful results of the nationalist imagination in Asia and Africa that are posited
not on identity but on difference with the nationalism propagated by the West.
Arguing that scholars have been mistaken in equating political nationalism with
nationalism as such, he shows how anticolonialist nationalists produced their
own domain of sovereignty within colonial society well before beginning their
political battle with the imperial power. These nationalists divided their culture
into material and spiritual domains, and staked an early claim to the spiritual
sphere, represented by religion, caste, women and the family, and peasants.
Chatterjee shows how middle-class elites first imagined the nation into being in
this spiritual dimension and then readied it for political contest, all the while
"normalizing" the aspirations of the various marginal groups that typify the
spiritual sphere.

While Chatterjee's specific examples are drawn from Indian sources, with a
copious use of Bengali language materials, the book is a contribution to the
general theoretical discussion on nationalism and the modern state. Examining
the paradoxes involved with creating first a uniquely non-Western nation in the
spiritual sphere and then a universalist nation-state in the material sphere, the
author finds that the search for a postcolonial modernity is necessarily linked
with past struggles against modernity.
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In this book, the prominent theorist Partha Chatterjee looks at the creative and powerful results of the
nationalist imagination in Asia and Africa that are posited not on identity but on difference with the
nationalism propagated by the West. Arguing that scholars have been mistaken in equating political
nationalism with nationalism as such, he shows how anticolonialist nationalists produced their own domain
of sovereignty within colonial society well before beginning their political battle with the imperial power.
These nationalists divided their culture into material and spiritual domains, and staked an early claim to the
spiritual sphere, represented by religion, caste, women and the family, and peasants. Chatterjee shows how
middle-class elites first imagined the nation into being in this spiritual dimension and then readied it for
political contest, all the while "normalizing" the aspirations of the various marginal groups that typify the
spiritual sphere.

While Chatterjee's specific examples are drawn from Indian sources, with a copious use of Bengali language
materials, the book is a contribution to the general theoretical discussion on nationalism and the modern
state. Examining the paradoxes involved with creating first a uniquely non-Western nation in the spiritual
sphere and then a universalist nation-state in the material sphere, the author finds that the search for a
postcolonial modernity is necessarily linked with past struggles against modernity.
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Editorial Review

Review
One of Choice's Outstanding Academic Titles for 1994

"[This] is a work of magisterial erudition, the product of a mind working at the fullest command of its critical
and creative powers . . . destined to become a landmark, not just in its field but in that most important of
histories which is the evolving narrative of our self-awareness."--The Calcutta Telegraph

From the Back Cover

"An original and powerful analysis of the emergence of anticolonial nationalism and the postcolonial state. . .
. This is not merely a book on nationalism in India with some 'comparative' implications. Instead, it presents
the historical case of colonial nationalism to challenge the Eurocentricity of certain basic categories--the
nations-state, modernity, and indeed history itself."--Gyan Prakash, Princeton University

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Deanna Ratliff:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider any time those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now is taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Nation and Its Fragments: Colonial and Postcolonial
Histories (Princeton Studies in Culture/Power/History) as the daily resource information.

Peter Gomez:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline The
Nation and Its Fragments: Colonial and Postcolonial Histories (Princeton Studies in Culture/Power/History)
suitable to you? The book was written by famous writer in this era. The book untitled The Nation and Its
Fragments: Colonial and Postcolonial Histories (Princeton Studies in Culture/Power/History)is the main one
of several books that everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired lots of people in the world. When
you read this publication you will enter the new dimension that you ever know ahead of. The author
explained their thought in the simple way, so all of people can easily to understand the core of this e-book.
This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the
world on this book.



Carlos Moses:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One
of them is this The Nation and Its Fragments: Colonial and Postcolonial Histories (Princeton Studies in
Culture/Power/History).

Clifford White:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that.
What you have to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One
of many books in the top listing in your reading list is definitely The Nation and Its Fragments: Colonial and
Postcolonial Histories (Princeton Studies in Culture/Power/History). This book that is certainly qualified as
The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking right up and review
this e-book you can get many advantages.
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