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The Spirit of the Sixties explains how and why the personal became political
when Sixties activists confronted the institutions of American postwar culture.

The Spirit of the Sixties uses political personalism to explain how and why the
personal became political when Sixties activists confronted the institutions of
American postwar culture. After establishing its origins in the Catholic Worker
movement, the Beat generation, the civil rights movement, and Ban-the-Bomb
protests, James Farrell demonstrates the impact of personalism on Sixties
radicalism.

Students, antiwar activists and counterculturalists all used personalist
perspectives in the "here and now revolution" of the decade. These perspectives
also persisted in American politics after the Sixties. Exploring the Sixties not just
as history but as current affairs, Farrell revisits the perennial questions of human
purpose and cultural practice contested in the decade.
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Editorial Review

Review
""The Spirit of the Sixties is a moving and beautifully written analysis of how...the personal became
political."
-"American Studies
"Farrell covers a lot of ground and covers it well...."
-"Social Anarchism
""The Spirit of the Sixties is an important and unique addition to the historiography of the sixties. Farrell has
produced a well-written, cogently argued, and insightful volume on that puzzling, pyrotechnic decade."
-"Journal of American History, 6/98
..."original and compelling historical work. For anyone who wants to think hard about the meaning and
practice of a politically engaged, morally-driven life, Farrell's elegantly written account of postwar
radicalism will be a rewarding experience."
-"American Quarterly
"Of the many recent studies of social movements in the 1960s, James Farrell's is among the most insightful,
original, and important."
-W. J. Rorabaugh, University of Washington, for H-Net Book Review

About the Author
James J. Farrell is Professor of History, Director of American Studies and Boldt Distinguished Teaching
Professor in the Humanities at St. Olaf College. He is the author of Inventing the American Way of Death
and The Nuclear Devil's Dictionary.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joyce Loza:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called The Spirit of the
Sixties: The Making of Postwar Radicalism (American Radicals)? Maybe it is to become best activity for
you. You realize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do
you agree with its opinion or you have additional opinion?

Carolyn Bailey:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you that The Spirit of the Sixties: The
Making of Postwar Radicalism (American Radicals) book as beginner and daily reading book. Why, because



this book is more than just a book.

Matthew Gregg:

The actual book The Spirit of the Sixties: The Making of Postwar Radicalism (American Radicals) has a lot
details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very
famous author. This articles author makes some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to
read you can find the point easily after reading this article book.

Susan Garrard:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or even
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this The Spirit of the Sixties: The Making of Postwar Radicalism (American Radicals) can make
you feel more interested to read.
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