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They are the men of C-for-Charlie company—“Mad” 1st Sgt. Eddie Welsh, Pvt.
1st Class Don Doll, Pvt. John Bell, Capt. James Stein, Cpl. Fife, and dozens more
just like them—infantrymen who are about to land, grim and white-faced, on an
atoll in the Pacific called Guadalcanal. This is their story, a shatteringly realistic
walk into hell and back.
 
In the days ahead, some will earn medals, others will do anything they can dream
up to get evacuated before they land in a muddy grave. But they will all discover
the thin red line that divides the sane from the mad—and the living from the
dead—in this unforgettable portrait that captures for all time the total experience
of men at war.
 
 Foreword by Francine Prose
 
“Brutal, direct, and powerful . . . The men are real, the words are real, death
is real, imminent and immediate.”—Los Angeles Times
 
“A rare and splendid accomplishment . . . strong and ambitious, spacious,
and as honest as any novel ever written.”— Newsweek
  
“[A] major novel of combat in World War II . . . reminiscent of Stephen
Crane in  The Red Badge of Courage.”—The Christian Science Monitor
  
“The Thin Red Line moves so intensely and inexorably that it almost seems
like the war it is describing.”—The New York Times Book Review
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experience of men at war.
 
 Foreword by Francine Prose
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ever written.”— Newsweek
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
"When compared to the fact that he might very well be dead by this time tomorrow, whether he was
courageous or not today was pointless, empty. When compared to the fact that he might be dead tomorrow,
everything was pointless. Life was pointless. Whether he looked at a tree or not was pointless. It just didn't
make any difference. It was pointless to the tree, it was pointless to every man in his outfit, pointless to
everybody in the whole world. Who cared? It was not pointless only to him; and when he was dead, when he
ceased to exist, it would be pointless to him too. More important: Not only would it be pointless, it would
have been pointless, all along."

Such is the ultimate significance of war in The Thin Red Line (1962), James Jones's fictional account of the
battle between American and Japanese troops on the island of Guadalcanal. The narrative shifts effortlessly
among multiple viewpoints within C-for-Charlie Company, from commanding officer Capt. James Stein, his
psychotic first sergeant Eddie Welsh, and the young privates they send into battle. The descriptions of
combat conditions--and the mental states it induces--are unflinchingly realistic, including the dialog (in
which a certain word Norman Mailer rendered as "fug" 15 years earlier in The Naked and the Dead appears
properly spelled on numerous occasions). This is more than a classic of combat fiction; it is one of the most
significant explorations of male identity in American literature, establishing Jones as a novelist of the caliber
of Herman Melville and Stephen Crane.

From Library Journal
Jones's 1962 novel follows the men of Charlie Company as they fight on Guadalcanal. Though LJ's reviewer
was less than knocked out by it, a forthcoming feature film starring John Travolta, George Clooney, Nick
Nolte, Leonardo DiCaprio, Gary Oldman, and many others should generate heavy interest.
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
“Brutal, direct, and powerful . . . The men are real, the words are real, death is real, imminent and
immediate.”—Los Angeles Times
 
“A rare and splendid accomplishment . . . strong and ambitious, spacious, and as honest as any novel ever
written.”—Newsweek
 
“[A] major novel of combat in World War II . . . reminiscent of Stephen Crane in The Red Badge of
Courage.”—The Christian Science Monitor
 
“The Thin Red Line moves so intensely and inexorably that it almost seems like the war it is
describing.”—The New York Times Book Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tara Carlson:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can



satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find publication that need
more time to be read. The Thin Red Line: A Novel can be your answer as it can be read by you who have
those short free time problems.

James Reed:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you read
a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with soon.
The The Thin Red Line: A Novel provide you with new experience in looking at a book.

Jeannine Ricks:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You
can choose the best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is identified as
of book The Thin Red Line: A Novel. You can add your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed
book, it could add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most critical that, you must
aware about e-book. It can bring you from one place to other place.

Robert Thompson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that question was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you know
that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra The
Thin Red Line: A Novel.
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