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After seven decades of existence has the UN become obsolete? Is it ripe for
retirement? As Jussi Hanhimäki proves in the second edition of this Very Short
Introduction, the answer is no. In the second decade of the twenty-first century
the UN remains an indispensable organization that continues to save lives and
improve the world as its founders hoped. Since its original publication in 2008,
this 2nd edition includes more recent examples of the UN Security Council in
action and peacekeeping efforts while exploring its most recent successes and
failures.

After a brief history of the United Nations and its predecessor, the League of
Nations, Hanhimäki examines the UN's successes and failures as a guardian of
international peace and security, as a promoter of human rights, as a protector of
international law, and as an engineer of socio-economic development. This
updated edition highlights what continues to make the UN a complicated
organization today, and the ongoing challenges between its ambitions and
capabilities. Hanhimäki also provides a clear account of the UN and its various
arms and organizations (such as UNESCO and UNICEF), and offers a critical
overview of the UN Security Council's involvement in recent crises in Iran,
Afghanistan, Iraq, Ukraine, Libya, and Syria, and how likely it is to meet its
overall goals in the future.

Regardless of its obstacles, the UN is likely to survive for the foreseeable future.
That alone makes trying to understand the UN in all its manifold - magnificent
and frustrating - complexity a worthy task. With this much-needed updated
introduction to the UN, Jussi Hanhimäki engages the current debate over the
organizations effectiveness as he provides a clear understanding of how it was
originally conceived, how it has come to its present form, and how it must
confront new challenges in a rapidly changing world.

ABOUT THE SERIES:
The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine
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facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
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proves in the second edition of this Very Short Introduction, the answer is no. In the second decade of the
twenty-first century the UN remains an indispensable organization that continues to save lives and improve
the world as its founders hoped. Since its original publication in 2008, this 2nd edition includes more recent
examples of the UN Security Council in action and peacekeeping efforts while exploring its most recent
successes and failures.

After a brief history of the United Nations and its predecessor, the League of Nations, Hanhimäki examines
the UN's successes and failures as a guardian of international peace and security, as a promoter of human
rights, as a protector of international law, and as an engineer of socio-economic development. This updated
edition highlights what continues to make the UN a complicated organization today, and the ongoing
challenges between its ambitions and capabilities. Hanhimäki also provides a clear account of the UN and its
various arms and organizations (such as UNESCO and UNICEF), and offers a critical overview of the UN
Security Council's involvement in recent crises in Iran, Afghanistan, Iraq, Ukraine, Libya, and Syria, and
how likely it is to meet its overall goals in the future.

Regardless of its obstacles, the UN is likely to survive for the foreseeable future. That alone makes trying to
understand the UN in all its manifold - magnificent and frustrating - complexity a worthy task. With this
much-needed updated introduction to the UN, Jussi Hanhimäki engages the current debate over the
organizations effectiveness as he provides a clear understanding of how it was originally conceived, how it
has come to its present form, and how it must confront new challenges in a rapidly changing world.

ABOUT THE SERIES:
The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Jussi M. Hanhimäki is a professor of international history at the Graduate Institute of International and
Development Studies in Geneva. His books include The Rise and Fall of Détente: American Foreign Policy
and the Transformation of the Cold War (2013); Transatlantic Relations Since 1945 (2012); United Nations:
A Very Short Introduction (2008); The Flawed Architect: Henry Kissinger and American Foreign Policy
(2004); and The Cold War: A History in Documents and Eyewitness Accounts (2003). He has also published
articles and reviews in such journals as Diplomatic History, Diplomacy and Statecraft, The International
History Review, and Relations Internationales. He serves in the editorial boards of Refugee Survey
Quarterly, Cold War History, and Relations Internationales. In 2006 Professor Hanhimäki was named
Finland Distinguished Professor by the Academy of Finland.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Phyllis Belser:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book The United Nations: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions). You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about
how is important some sort of book The United Nations: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions). You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely
right, because from book you can know everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad
you can be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we could
open a book or searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored stiff
to go to the library. Let's go through.

Richard Chambers:

The publication untitled The United Nations: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is the
publication that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be
shown to a person. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
article author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, therefore the information that they share for
you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of The United Nations: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Irving Tarkington:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect
may doesn't work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as



in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually The United Nations: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the
content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover.
Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Chelsie Salls:

This The United Nations: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is brand-new way for you
who has curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you
onto it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having small amount of digest in reading this
The United Nations: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can be the light food to suit your
needs because the information inside this particular book is easy to get through anyone. These books build
itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in
guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a
e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't
miss it! Just read this e-book style for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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