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In the vineyards, wine caves and cellars of France as war and occupation came to
the country, winemakers acted heroically not only to save the best wines but to
defend their way of life. This collection offers true stories of the vignerons who
sheltered Jewish refugees in their cellars and of winemakers who risked their
lives to aid the resistance. They made chemicals in secret laboratories to fuel the
resistance and fled from the Gestapo when arrests became imminent. There were
treacheries too, as some of the nation's winemakers supported the Vichy regime
or the Germans themselves and collaborated.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Liberty, equality, and fraternity are all well and good, a champion of French culture once remarked. But, he
continued, what made France truly superior to its neighbors was the French passion for wine, which
"contributed to the French race by giving it wit, gaiety, and good taste, qualities which set it profoundly apart
from people who drink a lot of beer."

The commentator may have had a point; after all, write Don and Petie Kladstrup, it was a well-known fact
that Adolf Hitler did not like wine. Still, their leader's teetotalism notwithstanding, the Germans showed no
distaste for French wine when they invaded France in 1940. Indeed, among the first acts of the occupying
army was to seize great stores of wine, sending tens of thousands of barrels to the Third Reich and ordering
the conversion of thousands of hectares of vineyards into war production.

Some French vintners, the Kladstrups write in this enjoyable study, went along with orders. Many others,
however, including the heads of distinguished houses like Moët et Chandon, engaged in daring and
dangerous acts of resistance wherever they could. Some lied about their yields; others built false walls to
hide precious vintages; and still others concocted elaborate ruses, such as sprinkling carpet dust into inferior
grades of new wine to give it a musty, distinguished flavor. Not every German was fooled, and some
partisans of the grape died for their troubles. But some Germans, at considerable risk to themselves, also
looked the other way. The Kladstrups fill their pages with memories of the wine war from both sides of the
struggle, stories sometimes somber, sometimes amusing, that commemorate those "whose love of the grape
and devotion to a way of life helped them survive and triumph over one of the darkest and most difficult
chapters in French history." --Gregory McNamee

From Library Journal
Husband-and-wife journalists and contributors to Wine Spectator, the Kladstrups recount the dangerous and
daring exploits of those who fought to keep France's greatest treasure out of the hands of the Nazis. Whether
they were fobbing off inferior wines on the Germans, hiding precious vintages behind hastily constructed
walls, sabotaging shipments being sent out of France, or even sneaking people out of the country in wine
barrels, the French proved to be remarkably versatile when it came to protecting their beloved wine. The
authors craft a compelling read that shifts back and forth between individual tales of bravery, including those
of five prominent wine-making families, and the bigger story of how World War II affected the French wine
industry. This history should prove popular with readers who appreciated other books detailing the Nazis'
looting of treasures, such as Tom Bower's Nazi Gold (LJ 5/15/97) and Hector Feliciano's The Lost Museum
(LJ 8/97). Recommended for public and academic libraries. John Charles, Scottsdale P.L., AZ
Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
When Nazi armies overran France, they seized for themselves some of France's most valued and prestigious
assets: its wines and brandies. The French did their best to conceal some of these priceless assets. The owner
of Paris' Tour d'Argent restaurant concealed his most historic wines behind a hastily constructed wall.
Families with valuable wine collections tried other subterfuges to conceal their caches. Wineries owned by
Jews relied on neighbors to hide their families as well as their wines. Nevertheless, invading armies seized
countless cases of notable wines, some of them dating to the mid-nineteenth century. Senior Nazi officials
ended up with most of the stash, and Goring, ever the connoisseur, reveled in his cellar as much as in his

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


stolen art gallery. Abstemious Hitler hardly touched his share of the booty, and many of the best vintages
were found intact at war's end. This tale has its heroes and villains, and the Kladstrups tell their story with
good attention to human appetites and human frailties on both sides. Mark Knoblauch
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sandra Spier:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the Wine and War: The French, the Nazis,
and France's Greatest Treasure is kind of reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Margaret Cardwell:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Wine and War: The French, the Nazis, and
France's Greatest Treasure, you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still desire to miss
it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its
named reading friends.

Lisa Vazquez:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information quicker to share.
You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended
for your requirements is Wine and War: The French, the Nazis, and France's Greatest Treasure this book
consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how
do the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Often
the writer made some study when he makes this book. Here is why this book suited all of you.

Betty Peoples:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Wine and War: The French, the Nazis, and
France's Greatest Treasure was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book
Wine and War: The French, the Nazis, and France's Greatest Treasure has many kinds or category. Start
from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe you are the



character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and
chill out. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that will.
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